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‘Ice-Breaking Meeting” on Kashmir 

KARACHI —_Pakistani /Foreign Munster Gohar 


* • -- ■ ■ ^ vum fimurauaj 

®U*« he was satisfied with his “fee-breaking” 
meeting with Imfom Foreign Minister Inder Ko¬ 
mar Gtyral 

Man, who met Gtyral for 90 mimrf^ m the 

Indian capital earfier in the day, told reporters the 

taJks* wMdi covered all problems inducting (he 

** Kashmir . were held in an 
^gceHeat** atmospher e. 

^__ (Contd on Pg. 14) 
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Primakov: Russia-NATO Accord 
Could Be Signed in Paris 

PARIS —Russian Foreign Minister Yevgeny Pri¬ 
makov said on Wednesday that an agreement be¬ 
tween Russia and NATO on their future relations 
might be signed in Paris on May 27. 

Primakov was speaking after talks with 
President Jacques Chirac. 

The Russian minister said Chirac had suggested 
the document be signed in Paris on May 27. 

(Contd on Pg. 14) 


Shia Leader 
(tanned Down in 
Pakistani Town 

ISLAMABAD — Unidentified 
gunmen Wednesday tolled a Paki¬ 
stani Shia leader in die town of 
Khanewal in Punjab Province, die 
official Associated Press of Paki¬ 
stan (AFP) news agency repented. 

AH Hasan Jaffery, a former 
general secretary of Imamia 
Students Organization, was 
attacked by two men riding a 

motorbike as he was on bis way 


Tajikistan Peace 
Negotiations Opens in Tehran 


t’elarati: Mntaal Respect Indispensable 
to Tebran-Bonn Cordial Ties 



the agency Said. 

Police told APP the motive 
behind the IdHing was not known. 

In January a bomb blast in dm 
provincial capital, Lahore, kHlgd 
26 people, incfejdmg^ top 
of the S unni Sipah-i-Sahabx 


Has next monthIran's Cuban! 
Center in Ate Pun j ab city of 
Multan was attacked by gunmen. 


senior Iranian diplomat. 


TAMRZAM: 


. _ Tehran Times Service . 

TEHRAN — A new round ofTa- 
fiitrj jiktstan Peace negotiations opened 


Relations With 



Tehran Times Service 


TEHRAN—A presidential hope¬ 
ful, Heshmatollah Ta barzadi , 
elaborating on his electives and 
policies told die Tehran Tima that 
resumption of relations between 
Iran and the U.S. was possible if 
he won (he elections. 

Touching on the country's 
foreign ipoltcy , Tabarzadi 
underlined (hat according to the 
Constitution Iran can have 
relations with aQ countries that 
have not declared war against it, 
even the United State s . 

If we set up a powerful 
government, we wiH be able to 
have appropriate relations with the 
United States in line with our 
national interests, he said, adding 
that a strong popular base enables 
the government to establish ties 


with other countries except the 
Zionist regime. 

He noted that in order to 
preserve the interests of 
vulnerable strata, it is essential to 
hold dialogue with the U.S. people 
and government directly. 

Tabarzadi further underlined 
that the United States and the 
Western media should not be 
allowed to launch disinformation 
campaign against Iran at 
international arena. 

He stressed that currently 
Iran’s relations with certain 
countries are not cordial and that 
we should not provide our enemies 
with excuses, turning our friends 
into “enemy”- 

Asked to comment on his main 
objective of running for president, 
he said, carrying out social and 
economic reforms in the country 
was his main objective. 

He stressed that the country's 
foreign and domestic policies as 
well civil rights codes should be 
revised and that all the reforms 
must be carried out within the 
framework of the cons titutio n. 

As for the characteristics of the 
next president, Tabarzadi 
reiterated that foe next president 
should resist pressure groups and 
should not exert parochial 
approaches. 

Asked whether he is competent 
enough to nm for president, 

(Contd on Pg. 14) 


'tin ofTajik Foreign MmsferTal 1 " 
bek. Nazarov, Representative of 
Tajik opposition Akbar Tuijan- 
zadeh and the UN special envoy 
for Tajikistan Gerd Dietrich Mer- 
rem. 

Speaking at the inaugural 
ceremony of the talks, Iranian 
Foreign Minister Ali Akbar 
Velayati expressed satisfaction 
over previous rounds of talks 
between Tajik government and the 
oppositions and called on regional 
countries to support the current 
peace talks. 

'The foreign minister further 
said that foe Islamic Republic of 
Iran would leave no stone 
unturned to settle foe problem of 
Tajikistan and that it would 
contribute to reconstruction and 
economic development of the 
republic. 

Velayati hoped that foe two 

Bhutto 
Government 
Supported 
Talebnn Directly 

By Ali Rezyard Moqaddam 

MECCA— “The government of 
former Prime Minister Benazir 
Bhutto supported the Taleban mi¬ 
litia directly,” said Deputy Chief 
oftheTehreek-i-Jafria Movement, 
Heidur Ali Javadi. 

Talking to foe Tehran Times 
here, Javadi said that during foe 
former premier's term, then 
Interior Minister Nasirullah Baber 
made some official visits with 
Taleban militia officials in 
Afghanistan and Pakistan 
announced in a number of 
occasions its support for Taleban. 

Javadi, who is in Saudi Arabia 
for the Hajj, said that with 
(Contd on Pg. 14) 


sides would consider the accords 
already signed as the basis for 
further talks to reach 
understanding on issues that have 
yet to be resolved. 

Nazarov addressing the 
opening ceremony of the peace 

(Contd on Pg. 14) 


Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN — Foreign Minister Ali 
Akbar Velayati said here on 
Wednesday that mutual respect is 
of vital importance for continu¬ 
ation of cordial relations between 
Iran and Germany, adding that 
Iran does not need to maintain 
relations with a country that disre¬ 
spects its values. 

The foreign minister was 
refaring to a court dealing with 
the killing of a Kurdish leader 
whose murder case is being 
investigated by a court known as 
Mykonos case in Germany. 

Speaking at a press conference 
on the sidelines of foe Tajik Peace 
Talks, Velayati underlined that the 
Mykonos court has been 
politicized, and that Iran's 
reaction to the court verdict would 
be in accordance wftir the 

^NtinK; 
Republic of Iran enjoys good 
relations with the German 
government and separates the 
account 'of the - German 
government from that of the court. 

“Our protest at foe court is that 
a fugitive criminal named 
Banisadr has been used as a 
witness by foe court. We consider 
this as politically-motivated and 
biased move.” Velayati said. 


He said, “we are willing to 
have good relations with the 
German government, but, no 
friendship could be unilateral.” 

Velayati expressed hope that 
German government would realize 
that Iran would never allow foe 
others to decide on its part or harm 
its prestige and interest. 

(Contd on Pg. 14) 

Saudi Arabia Refuses 
to Reveal Information 
on Khobar Bombing 

MECCA, Saudi Arabia — Saudi 
Arabia has information on foe anti- 
U.S. bombing in Khobar last year 
but refuses to divulge any details 
before foe investigation is com¬ 
plete, its interior minister said 
Wednesday. 

.. ‘.‘Saudi , security services were 
gathers lot of iafbnnztiari 
co the Khobar crime in the first 
hours” after foe June 25, 1996, 
attack against a U.S. airforce 
dormitory tint killed 19 American 
servicemen. Prince Nayef ibo 
Abdel Aziz (old reporters. 

“But we will not announce 
anything before foe investigation 
is finished, it is in the interest of 
foe investigation,” Aziz said. 

(Contd on Pg. 14) 


New Clashes Break Out in Al-Khalil 

THOUSANDS PROTEST KilJJNG OF PALESTINIAN BOV 

AL-KHALIL, West Bank — 

Thousands of protesters marched 
Wednesday behind the flag- 
shrouded body of a Palestinian 
killed by Israeli troops, calling for 
revenge and suicide attacks against 


Israelis. New clashes broke out 
following the funeral. 

% At least 30 Palestinians were 
injured by rubber bullets, 
including at least two with bullet 
injuries to the head, hospital 


officials said. 

Palestinian officials, 
meanwhile, said Israel must 
disarm Jewish settlers before 
peace talks could resume. 

(Contd on Pg. 14) 
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AL-KHALIL, West Bank, (April 8): A stone thrown by a Palestinian youth foils on the helmet of an Israeli 
soldier in the West Bank town of Al-Khalil as new violence flare after an Israeli settler shot and killed a 
Palestinian. A meeting between Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and U.S. President Bill 
Qinton has foiled to end the crisis in the peace process, 

_• (AFP PHOTO) 
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In the Home of God 

o forth 6ght and 
pwl w a v y 1 . and strive 
^Ahard in Allah’s way 
wfth you property and 
you persons: this Is-botter 
for you. If you know. 

{HOLY QORA.V) (9:41) 



Tajik Peace Talks lo Drive Last Nail 
to Civil War’s Coffin 


I ran is currently host to a new round of talks between the 
Tajik opposition and government 
The previous rounds of talks held between the two sides 
indicate that the Tajik government and the opposition have 
reached a mutual understanding in sorting out their differ¬ 
ences through negotiations to establish a comprehensive 
peace in the war-tom country. The first country announcing 
its readiness to mediate between the two sides to help restore 
peace, Iran is optimistic about the settlement of the remain¬ 
ing thorny issues between the two sides. 

. The Tajik peace talks can be used as a precedent for 
settling other regional problems, whether civil or problems 
between two countries. The bilateral recognition of govern¬ 
ment and the opposition, which showed their goodwill, 
should be considered as an important principle in other 
similar cases of crisis management 

The government of President Rakhmanov has duly ac¬ 
knowledged the religious feelings of the Tajik people which 
paved the way for the establishment of a reconciliation 
committee. The opposition also has realized that it is not 
possible to do away with the government and hence did not 
hesitate to recognize it 

Stability in Tajikistan is without doubt a precondition to 
development of that country. A durable peace in Tajikistan 
will definitely prevent material damages and human losses. 
Moreover a comprehensive peace agreement will indicate 
that the Tajik nation has matured politically. 

The Islamic Republic of Iran has spared no effort to help 
settle regional disputes. Tehran has extended its material 
and spiritual supports to restore peace in its surrounding 
regions. We are ready to assist Tajikistan to accelerate the 
pace of its development once peace is restored to that 
country. 

Let us hope that the final stages of Tajik peace talks pave 
the way for restoration of a comprehensive peace to that 
country, enabling it to fully reunite with other regional 
countries. 


Russian Foreign Ministry Underlines 





ioriof TiesWith Iran 






Tehran Times Sendee 

TEHRAN—Russia attaches great 
importance to expansion of rela¬ 
tions with Oie neighboring coun¬ 
tries, particularly with Iran, the 
Spokesman of the Russian Foreign 
Ministry Valery Nesterushkin said 
in Moscow Wednesday. 

Speaking toIRNA on the eve of 
the imminen t visit of rite I ranian 
Majlis Speaker Hqjj&toleslain Ali 
Akbar Nateq Nouri to Moscow, 
Nesteruslikm added that Iran and 
Russia enjoy common interests 
and viewpoints in tbe region. 

He added that Tepran-Moscow 
cooperation has emerienced a dra¬ 


matic increase in tiie recent years. 

Nesterushkin added that Russia 
considers the visit of Iranian 
speaker as an step towards further 
promotion of bilateral relations. 

The Iranian speaker is to start a 
four-day official visit to Moscow 
on Thursday (today) at the bead of 
a high-ranking delegation. 

Another IRNA report quoted a 
prominent professor at the Interna¬ 
tional Relations Institute of the 
Russian Foreign Ministry as say¬ 
ing that die speaker's visit to Mos¬ 
cow will marie the beginning of a 
major change in the future trend of 
Iran-Russia cooperation. 


Kharrazi: NPT Not in Line With Its Goals Nateq Nouri 

Due in 

Moscow Today 



Tehran Times Sendee 

TEHRAN —The operation of the 
Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) 
has sot been in line with its objec¬ 
tives, although riie treaty has been 
established to contribute to the 
process of disarmament and cessa¬ 
tion of nuclear arms race, the Per¬ 
manent Representative of Iran to 
the UN Kamal Kharrazi said on 
Tuesday. 

He made the remark in his ad¬ 
dress to the first session of the 
Preparatory Committee for the 
2000 Review Conference of the 
parties to the NPT, held at the UN 
Headquarters, an IRNA report 
said. 

He also said that establishment 
of nuclear weapon free zones is 
considered to lie the first necessary 
step towards the elimination of nu¬ 
clear weapons. 

Kharrazi further said that in 
1995 decisions were taken for 


strengthening of the review proc¬ 
ess of the NPT extending it indefi¬ 
nitely. A resolution on the Middle 
East was also adopted in 1995. 

"Nonetheless, the long term vi¬ 
tality of NPT and its success de¬ 
pend greatly upon how well the 
parties to the treaty work together 
in the years ahead in order lo fulfil 
their commitments undertaken 
during the 1995 conference as well 
as the full compliance with the 
provisions of the NPT,” he 
pointed out. 

Further in his address, the Ira¬ 
nian representative added that one 
of the fundamental objectives of 
the treaty is seriously undermined 
unless the nuclear free zones are 
established. 

"In the Middle East, the Israeli 
nuclear threat must be checked. 
We therefore, underline the com¬ 
mitments in the declaration to pur¬ 
sue this issue as well as the 
establishment of a nuclear weapon 
free zone in the Middle East as a 
matter of priority,'* Kharazi 
stressed. 

Based on this agreement Israel 
should be demanded to place all its 
nuclear facilities under compre¬ 
hensive safeguard agreements, he 
said adding that the reported pos¬ 
session by Israel of nuclear weap¬ 
ons and its refusal to accept 
international control has a grave 
destablizing effect in the Middle 
East. This, he said requires atten¬ 
tion of the international commu¬ 
nity. 

“Resolution of this protriem is 
an essential requisite to diminish 
nuclear threat perceptions in the 


Bruneian King to Attend Tehran 
OIC Summit 


Tehran Times Sendee 

TEHRAN — “King Hajji Has- 
sanal BoUriah of Brunei lias ex¬ 
pressed readiness to attend the 8 th 
summit meeting of the Organiza¬ 
tion of the Islamic Conference 
(OIC) due to be held in Tehran in 
DecemEjer,” Education Minister 
Mohammad Ali Najafi said here 
yesterday. 

Speaking to reporters upon ar¬ 
rival from Bandar'Seri Begawan, 
capital city of Brunet, the educa¬ 
tion minister said ifast his three- 
day visit was in response to the 
visit of his Bruneian counterpart, 
Pehin Haji Abdul Aziz, to Tehran. 

He added that during Iris meet¬ 
ing with King Bolkiah, he pre¬ 
sented the message of President 
Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani to the 
king, inviting him to attend the 
OIC summit meeting here. 

Sending warm greetings to the 
Leader, Ayatollah Seyed Ali 
Khamenei, and to President Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani, the Bruneian 
king said that the government and 
people of Brunei consider tine Ira¬ 
nian government and nation as 
their ally and brother, respec¬ 
tively^ and are therefore eager to 
expand cooperation in all dimen- 

I HAPPY 

NEW 

YEAR 


sions. Najafi said. 

The Iranian minister called the 
outcome of his talks with Bruneian 
high-ranking officials fruitful, 
saying that during his visit several 
agreements were reached on the 
exchange of professors and stu¬ 
dents to upgrade joint research and 
academic cooperation between the 
two countries. 


region as well as to smooch the 
way towards securing a truly uni¬ 
versal treaty,” he added. 

He continued that all efforts 
should be made to implement the 
treaty in all its aspects to prevent 
the proliferation of nuclear weap¬ 
ons. “Of course, this shock! by no 
means hamper the peaceful use of 
nuclear energy. The states parties 
to the NPT which are in compli¬ 
ance with their obligations under 
the treaty and the International 
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) 
safeguard agreements, should be 
ensured unimpeded access to un¬ 
clear material, equipment and 
technology for peacefiri purposes, 
as envisaged in Article IV and 
other provisions of the treaty.** 

Elsewhere in his address, 
Kharrazi said, “The declaration 
oa principles and objectives recog¬ 
nizes that with fee end of the Cold 
War, international tension has 
eased, and therefore, trust be¬ 
tween states has strengthened mi- 
clear disarmament cm the basis of 
the text of the treaty. 

• “If the nuclear powers inclined 
to demonstrate their unequivocal 
commitment to Article VI of the 
NPT and to the elimination of nu¬ 
clear weapons, they should agree 
to begin immediate negotiations in 
the Conference on Disarmament, 
on the legal instruments relating to 
the following matters: 

1- To achieve a program of 
action for significant reduction 
and total elimination of nuclear 
warheads and their delivery vehi¬ 
cles within a time bound frame at 
a target date. 

2- To prohibit the production 
and stockpiling of fissile material 
for weaponry purposes. 

3- To prohibit the threat or use 
of nuclear weapons. 

4- To provide effective, uncon¬ 
ditional and comprehensive secu¬ 
rity assurances, both positive and 
negative, to non-nuclear weapon 
states. These assurances can lie 
also provided to the non-nuclear 
weapons state members of the 
NPT through a protocol annexed 
to the NPT to be adopted by the 
2000 Review Conference. 





TEHRAN — During foe visit of 
Majlis Speaker Afi Akbar Nateq 
Nouri to Moscow, several key 
agreements including foe agree¬ 
ments will be signed on manufac¬ 
ture of Topolov 334 aircraft in 
Iran, industrial, scientific and cul¬ 
tural cooperation, manufacture of 
underground locomotives and 
wagons and one on supervision of 
exports. 

Hojjatoieslam Nateq Nouri is to 
start his official visit to Moscow 
today at the head of a high-ranking 
delegation, IRNA reported. 

During his four-day visit, the 
speaker is scheduled to meet Presi¬ 
dent Boris Yeltsin, Prime Minister 
Viktor Chernomyrdin. Foreign 
Minister Yevgeny Primakov and 
several other officials. He will 
also meet the leader of the Ortho¬ 
dox Church, Alexi IL 

Expansion of bilateral rela¬ 
tions, regional cooperation and the 
latest international developments 
will be high on the agenda of 
speaker’s talks wife the Russian 
officials. 

Hojjatoieslam Nateq Nouri is to 
address the Russian Duma oa Fri¬ 
day. 

The speaker is also scheduled 
to visit Kazan on Saturday where 
he will meet with President Min- 
temir Shaimov of Tatarstan. While 
in Kazan, an agreement on expan¬ 
sion of Iran-Tatarstan trade rela¬ 
tions will be signed. 




Velayati Confers With Tajik FM, Opposition leader 



NAZAROV 

Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN — Critical situation in 
Tajikistan was reviewed in a meet¬ 
ing here Tuesday Eretween the vis¬ 
iting Tajik Foreign Minister, 
Talbak Nazarov, and his Iranian 
counterpart Ali Akbar Velayati. 

Nazarov, who is currently here 
to attend the Tajik peace talks, 
briefed Velayati on the outcome of 
foe Moscow round of Tajik peace 
talks, an IRNA report said. 

He expressed hope that Tehran 
peace talks will be constructive 
and will produce positive results. 

Voicing Iran's willingness to 
help bring an end to the critical 
situation in Tajikistan, Velayati 
reiterated that the Islamic Repub¬ 
lic is ready to help and provide 


VELAYATI 

facilities to both belligerent sides 
to solve problems of the Tajik na¬ 
tion. 

He urged both tlie Tajik gov¬ 
ernment and foe opposition to re¬ 
move foe existing obstacles and 
restore peace and tranquility to foe 
country through peaceful negotia¬ 
tions. 

Velayati stressed that a power¬ 
ful and independent Tajikistan is 
vital for stability in Central Asia 
and the whole region. 

In a separate meeting Tuesday 
night with the leader of the Tajik 
opposition Abdullah Nouri and his 
deputy Akbar Turajonzodah, Ve¬ 
layati discussed the Tajik crisis chi 
foe eve of the Tehran peace talks. 

Briefing Velayati on foe latest 
developments in Tajikistan and foe 
outcome of Moscow peace talks, 
Nouri thanked Iran for hosting 


NOURI 

several rounds of peace talks. 

He said that foe recent positive 
developments in relations between 
foe Islamic Republic of Iran and 
the regional countries are foe re¬ 
sult of Iran's peaceful and princi¬ 
pled policies. 

Stressing foe peace-seeking ob¬ 
jectives of his party, Nouri noted 
that implementation of agreement 
reached between the Tajik govern¬ 
ment and foe opposition would 
lead to establishment of peace in 
Iris country. 

Velayati said that Iran is ready 
to provide all facilities to foe Taj* 
belligerent sides as foe host coun¬ 
try of the peace talks. 

He also stated that the Taj* 
crisis will only be solved through 
peaceful means and negotiations. 
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PRESIDENT: 

Acceptance of Iran-Made Vehicles 


TEHRAN TIMES 

Iran Participates in 
hides 97th m Meeting 


APBIL10.1997 



in World Markets Certain 








TEHRAN •— Ad Iranian 
parliamentary delegation arrived 
in Seoul to take part in the 97th 
meeting of the 
Inter-Parliamentary Union. 

Hie Iranian delegation is hand 
in a proposal to the conference 
titled, “refugees and the dis¬ 
placed- crisis of the today's 
world”. 

At the five day conference, 
different issues, including coop¬ 
eration for global stability and 
security, respect for inde¬ 
pendence and sovereignty of 
countries «nd planning in line 
with consumption pattern will be 

disgii«^»ri- 

Maghrib, Egypt and Lebanon 
will also make proposals to the 
conference which are related to 
Middle East crisis and the recent 
developments in the region as 
well as efforts made by Israel to 
change the demographic compo¬ 
sition of the region. ( IRNA) 


Fourth Inf I Congress of Iran Dental 
Association to Open Soon 


500bn Rial Budget for 


Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN — President Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani here 
yesterday expressed confidence 
world markets will welcome 
Irani an-manufectured vehicles. 

Speaking at the inaugural cere¬ 
mony yesterday of the Vehicle 
Investigation and Renovation 
Center here, he called for more 
rapid assessment and modern¬ 
ization of (he motor vehicle in¬ 


dustry. 

He said that with reliance on 
the committed and innovative' 
workers of the Islamic Republic 
of Iran and the goal of self-suffi¬ 
ciency of the country now becom¬ 
ing a reality after eight years of 
development plans, the entry of 
the motor vehicle industry of die 
country in international markets 
will soon be a reality. 

The president underlined that 


2nd Gathering on Religion in the 
Eye of Cinema to Be Held in Tehran 


Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN-The Second 

gathering on Religion in foe Eye 
of Cinema mil he held in Tehran. 
11 April, Head of foe Arts Bureau 
of the Islamic Propagation 
Organization, Hojjatoleslam 
Zam, told reporters yesterday. 

Zam said foe five day seminar, 
sponsored by the bureau, aims to 
provide answer to some ambigu¬ 
ous points on the relation of relig¬ 
ion with cinema. 

Hojjatoleslam Zam said from 
foe viewpoint of religious schol¬ 
ars if cinema and its power is 
identified from artistic and indus¬ 
trial aspect and the standing of 
religion and cinema is appreci¬ 
ated, such a cinema is a religious- 
oriented cinema. 

He stressed that it is naive to 
think that only symbols can pre¬ 


sent cinema as being religious, 
and added that in fact this mental¬ 
ity has stirred doubt as to the 
relationship between religion and 
cinema. 

Head of (he Arts Bureau of foe 
Islamic Propagation Organiza¬ 
tion noted that foe seminar will 
conduct a specialized study of foe 
relationship between cinema and 
religion. 

Secretary of the seminar, Ali 
Afkhanri, said thus far 60 special¬ 
ized papers have been sent to foe 
secretariat of the seminar, of 
which 40 papers will be pre¬ 
sented. 

He said foe “Fatwas" (relig¬ 
ions decrees) issued by 40 grand 
Marjas (religious authorities) on 
foe executive outlooks into cin¬ 
ema wil] be presented in the form 
of a 6-hour visual program. 


economic pressures from certain 
countries have not dissuaded peo¬ 
ple here from proving their mettle 
in entrepreneurship and from 
competing in international mar¬ 
kets. Referring to foe manufac¬ 
turing of spare parts in Tran as a 
big step in self-sufficiency, he 
said that Iranian-made spare parts 
are competing with similar types 
in international markets. Minis¬ 
ter of Industry Mohammad Reza 
Nematzadeh, on foe same occa¬ 
sion, gave a report on the vehicle^ 
manufacturing process in Iraq. 

He said that within the next 
five years hard currency required 
by foe vehicle industry would be 
obtained from the export of spare 
parts. 


Tehran Tunes Service 
TEHRAN — The Deputy for 
Coordination of Development 
Affairs of the Interior Ministry, 
Rasool Zargar, announced that 
this year’s budget of the 
headquarters for unexpected 
events amounts to 500 billion 
rials, indicating a 20 percent 
increase compared to the 
previous year. 

He said yesterday that 300 bil¬ 
lion rials out of the total amount 
is taken from the budget of foe 
government while foe rest will be 
raised from banking credits. 

Zargar further said that in foe 
current Iranian year foe recon¬ 
struction work of 52,000 dam- 


Tehrah Times Service foe emergence of acute problems 

TEHRAN —. The Fourth of foe mouth and foe teeth, and 
International Congress of Iran foe subject of decreasing heavy 
Dental Association is slated to costs for dental treatment, 
open Tuesday, April 15,1997, at The executive manager of the 
Tehran’s Permanent congress said that, concurrent 

international Fair grounds. with foe holding of foe congress 

Secretary of foe congress, Ab- an exhibition will be held to dis- 

bas Honardoost, told reporters play products manufactured by 
here yesterday chat some 7,000 local manufacturers, 
dental specialists are expected to Tn. .. . _ 

attend foe congress. * dHOr JOltS 

Northwestern Town 

the association, added that 42 . 

world-renown experts and dental ARDEBIL A tremor 

professors from Azerbaijan, Aus- measuring . egrees on 

traiia, Germany, SlovaL, Aus- ^hter Scale jolted 

the provincial town of Nir in 
tria, Sweden, Belgium, Britain, northwestern Iran at 10:14 hours 
Egypt. U.S. and India will be local time (6:44 gmt) on Tuesday, 
participating, and a total of 50 The seismographic center in 

papers will be presented. the area has recorded the epicen- 

He said foe theme of foe con- ter Q f the quake at 35 km west of 
gress is “Oral Health and Prevea- Ardebil in foe town of Nir. 

tion,” two important factors in Governor of Nir, Morteza 

rj -fj—. m- Baqerzadeh, said the quake 

| caused no loss of life, but dam- 

B (g aged some residential houses that 

, **'® ur had already sustained losses in a 

aged residential units will be strong quake which hit the area in 
followed up. February. 

He estimated foe rate of dam- A killer earthquake shook 

age caused by unexpected events Ardebil on February 26, leaving 
in 1979 at 270 billion rials, 965 people dead and 2,600 others 
caused mostly by earthquake, wounded. (IRNA) 

Iran’s Inclusion in CW 
Treaty Poses Dilemma for U.S. 


LONDON — With less than 
three weeks, time is running out 
for foe U.S. to ratify foe new 
chemical weapons convention 
before being treated as a “rogue 
state.” 

The main dile mma for the 
U.S. is being tarnished with foe 


Syrian Papers Criticize 
Clinton-Netanyahu Meeting 
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DAMASCUS - The meeting in 
Washington between President 
Clinton and Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
was a disappointment because it 
failed to break the deadlock in the 
Mideast peace process, state-run 
Syrian newspapers said 
Wednesday. 

Negotiations between Israel 
and foe Palestinians have col¬ 
lapsed amid Palestinian anger 
over Israel’s decision to go ahead 
with a housing project for Jews 
on war-won Arab land in east 
Jerusalem. Negotiations be¬ 
tween Israel and Syria have been 
suspended for more than a year. 
Syria demands the return of foe 
Golan Heights, captured by Israel 
in foe 1967 middle east war, in 
exchange for peace. But Israel’s 
hard-line prime minister says foe 
heights are critical to Israeli secu¬ 
rity. 

“Netanyahu emerged from 
foe White Hooke with excessive 
intransigence, defiance and ad¬ 
herence to his settlement project 
and foe judaization of Jerusa¬ 
lem," foe government-run AJ- 
Thawra daily said in an editorial. 

“The Washington meeting 
was a complete disappointment 
since it foiled to break the stale¬ 
mate in foe peace process,” (he 
paper said. 

It warned that there will be no 
peace in the Middle East as long 
as Netanyahu is in power and foe 


U.S. treasury is “wide open be¬ 
fore him.” 

Tishrin, another government 
daily, said Netanyahu wrapped 
up his visit to Washington “with¬ 
out budging, notan inch, from his 
anti-peace stand and proposals.” 

It appealed to foe international 
community to take steps to 
“counter brad’s hostile policy” 
and to force the Jewish state to 
accept foe principle of trading 
land for peace, which has under¬ 
pinned negotiations since 1991. 

Netanyahu’s visit to Washing¬ 
ton ended Monday with no move¬ 
ment on the peace process. 
Clinton assured Netanyahu that 
Israel should never “have to bar¬ 
gain to be free of terrorism.” 

An editorial in foe influential 
Al-Hayat, a Saudi-owned news¬ 
paper, said foe situation in foe die 
Palestinian areas had become so 
desperate that Arabs now found it 
difficult to condemn suicide 
bombings against Israelis. 

It also suggested that Palestin¬ 
ian leader Yasser Arafat leave for 
exile again in foe face of Israel’s 
decision to go ahead with (he con¬ 
troversial Har Homa settlement 
in Arab east Jerusalem. “The 
only alternative is to return to the 
days of stone throwing and opris¬ 
ing that led to foe peace process,” 
said the London-based daily. It 
was a reference to foe 1987-1993 
Palestinian revolt against Israeli 
occupation. 


The paper noted that after Is¬ 
rael and foe Palestinians signed 
their fust peace deal in Septem¬ 
ber 1993, “We condemned sui¬ 
cide bombings as terrorist acts 
because there was hope for a 
comprehensive peace.” 

But with Israel taking unilat¬ 
eral action that hurts die Pales¬ 
tinians, the paper said it was 
changing its stance. “Now that 
we have lost that hope, we neither 
condemn nor support these ac¬ 
tions,” the editorial concluded. 
_ (AP) 

53 Kg Drug Haul in 
Aran-va-Bidgol 

KASHAN — Law enforcement 
forces in the Aran-va-Bidgol near 
Kashan have confiscated 34 
kilograms of morphine and 19 
kiltiograms of opium this week, 
it was announced here on 
Tuesday. 

The public relations depart¬ 
ment of foe local law enforcement 
authority said that the drugs were 
hidden in a truck and that three 
smugglers were arrested. Some 
1,138 smugglers and drag addicts 
were arrested and 303 kilograms 

of illegal drugs were confiscated 
in Kashan last Iranian calendar 
year (ended March 21). 

(IRNA) 


same smears it tries to use against 
other countries, like Iran and 
Cuba, which along with some 70 
other states, have already ratified 
the treaty drawn up in Paris over 
four years ago. 

The danger of being seen as a 
’rogue state’ was undo-lined by 
U.S. President Bill Clinton, 
speaking to reporters in Washing¬ 
ton Tuesday, saying the rest of 
the world would be compelled to 
"basically ostracise us and im¬ 
pose trade sanctions on our 
chemical companies.” 

Ratification treaty needs a 
two-thirds majority vote from foe 
100- seat senate by April 29, but 
faces opposition lead by the Re¬ 
publican Chairman of foe foreign 
relations committee, Jesse 
Helms, who has denounced foe 
treaty as ’’dangerous and defec¬ 
tive.” 

His critician, according to his 
aides quoted by foe Financial Times 
Tuesday, include wanting 
guarantees U.S. commanders 
could still use tear gas and assur¬ 
ances that foe secrecy of U.S. 
business information would not 
be compromised through inspec¬ 
tors. 

To added to his argument. 
Helms invited three former de¬ 
fense secretaries, Caspar Wein¬ 
berger, James Schlesinger and 
Donald Rumsfeld, to committee 
hearings, who claimed that foe 
U.S. would have a freer hand in 
preventing the spread of poison 
gas if it stayed out. They were 
said to argue foal joining foe 
treaty, which obliges participants 
to trade freely in chemical tech¬ 
nologies, would ’’constrain U.S. 
policy in dealing with such states 
as Cuba and Iran.” 

Conversely, the chemical 
manufacturers association has es¬ 
timated that the U.S. would lose 
$600 milli on of business by stay¬ 
ing out and be subjected to re¬ 
strictions as a ‘rogue state.’ 

(IRNA) 
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Armenian Minister Calls For 
Iranian Assistance in Mines 


Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN -The visiting Armenian 
Industries Minister, Asbout Sa- 
farain, conferred with Irazu an 
Minister of Mines and Metals, 
Hussien Mahluji, here yesterday 
asd oallfd for Iranian technical 
and managerial assistance in mines 
sector in his country. 

Referring to Iran’s expertise in 
mines sector, Safarian called on 
Iranian experts on mines and 

Mil Group Mulls 
EdItf Into Power 
Supply Business 

Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN - Toyota Motor Corp. 
is considering starting a power 
generation and supply business to¬ 
gether with its group companies, 
company officials said Wednes¬ 
day. 

Toyota and seven group 
companies plan to jointly build a 
power generation station to 
generate 100,000 kilowatts of 
power, initially for consumption 
by die group, the officials said. 
Denso corp. and Toyota 
Automatic Loom Works Ltd. are 
among them, an IRNA-Kyodo 
dispatch reported. 

The Toyota group wQl consider 
selling electricity to other 
companies as well following a 
feasibility study, scheduled to 
begin in May, on power line 
construction and other aspects of 
the business, they said. 

The Toyota Group, based in 
Aichi prefecture, central Japan, is 
supplied with around 2.3 million 
kw of power by Chubu Electric 
Power Co., a regional power 
utility company. 

Toyota’s power generation 
plan “would not lead to a major 
reduction in costs,*’ a senior 
Toyota official said. 

But “Japan’s high-cost 
structure is largely attributable to 
the power and other regulated 
industries,*’ die official said. 

The plan is viewed as also 
having a symbolic meaning — to 
help pressure power companies to 
cut electricity charges, an industry 
analyst said. ' 

Power generation has been 
opened to companies other than 
power utilities companies as a 
result of the 1995 revision of the 
electricity utility law. 


metals to provide his country with 
sendees especially in extraction of 
decorative stones. 

He told Mahluji that Armenia 
attaches great importance to the 
relation with Iran and voiced his 
willingness in expansion of 
cooperation between the two 
countries in whatever field 
possible. 

Mahluji briefed the Armenian 
minister on the right methods to 
extract mines in Iran. 

The two ministers reached 
general agreements on joint 
investments in industries and 
mines as well as activating some 
mines and industrial units in 
Armenia by die Iranian experts. 

It was also agreed that some 
delegations of Iranian expert visit 
Armenia to survey possibilities for 
rendering services in the field of 
copper, aluminium and decorative 
stones to Armenia. 


TEHRAN 


Italy’s Crude 
Imports From Iran 
Rise by 4.4% in 1996 

Tehran Times Service i 

f 

TEHRAN - Italy's crude oil im¬ 
ports from Iran reached 11.95 mil¬ 
lion tons during 19 96, showing an 
increase of 4.4 percent compared 
to 1995, it was reported in Rome 
Tuesday. 

The Italian Oil Union in its 
report added that due to increase 
in import of oil from Iran, Italy’s 
oil imports from Saudi Arabia, 
Egypt, North Sea, the former 
Soviet Union republics and 
Venezuela fell in 1996 compared 
to the preceding year, IRNA 
reported. 

Libya, Iran and Saudi Arabia 
were the major exporters of crude 
oil to Italy last year, the report 
added. 

Libya supplied 31.1 percent, 

Iran 17.3 percent and Saudi Arabia 
14.3 percent of Italy’s oil needs 
over the period, the report 
concluded I 



First Vice President Receives 
Armenian Minister 


Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN - Tran’s First Vice 
President Hassan Habibi told In¬ 
dustries Minister of the Republic 
of Armenia A shout Safarian here 
Tuesday that the Islamic Republic 
would be wiDing to offer her ex¬ 
perience in the area of economy, 
petrochemical engineering and 
technology to Armenia. 

Habibi said historically Iran 
and Armenia had had excellent 
relations, and commented that 
closer relations between 
neighboring Iran and Armenia 
would help promote regional 
peace and stability, IRNA 




reported. 

The first deputy president also 
observed that settlement of the 
issue of Karabakh would pave the 
way for greater collaboration 
between Iran and Armenia in the 
future. 

The industries minister of 
Armenia, in response, expressed 
satisfaction over relations with 
Iran and added that die many 
agreements he had signed with the 
Iranian authorities in various areas 
during his visit to Tehran would 
obviously broaden his 
government’s relations with the 
Islamic Republic. 




Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN - The volume of exports 
of non-oil products to die Caspian 
Sea littoral states via Anzali Port, 
in die northern province of Gilan, 
reached 69,000 tons in the past 
Iranian year, ended March 20, 
1997, it was announced here 
Wednesday. 

Hassan Najafi, Director 
General of Gilan Ports and 
Shipping Organization, added that 
the figure shows an increase of 146 
percent as compared to the 
preceding year, IRNA reported. 

Over 2,274,000 tons of goods 


have also been unloaded in this 
port in the same period, indicating 
a rise of 70 percent compared to 
die previous year, he said. 

Meanwhile, some 4,466 tons of 
various kinds of products, worth 
Rls. 14.8 billion, were exported 
from the western province of 
Lorestan over the same period, 
Alireza Soleymani, director 
general of provincial institute of 
standard and industrial research 
reported yesterday. 

The figures showed an increase 
of 66.9 percent in value and 352.5 
percent in weight, he added. 




Speaker: Government Should Remove 

Housing Problem 




: . 


Tehran Times Service 


TEHRAN — Iran’s Parliament 
Speaker, Ali Akbar Nateq Noon, 
here yesterday urged the govern¬ 
ment officials, the pediment and 
the concerned organizations to re- 

Iranian, Vietnamese 
Ministers fall For 
Boosting M Ties 

Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN — The visiting Viet¬ 
namese Minister of Agriculture, 
Negvin Rung Tan and Iran’s Com¬ 
merce Minister Yahya Al-e- 
Es’haq discussed expansion of the 
two countries trade relations here 
yesterday. 

The .Vietnamese minister who 
is here to chair the joint Economic 
Commission of die two countries 
referred to the vast potentials of 
cooperation between the two 
countries and told the Iranian 
minister that Iran and Vietnam 
can further boost the volume of 
their trade relations. 

He told Al-e-Es'haq that 
Vietnam can further export rice, 
tea and other agricultural products 
to Iran and import Iranian gas, oil 
and petrochemical products. 

Al-e-Es’haq told the 
Vietnamese minister that Iran has 
considerable potentials rendering 
technical and engineering service 
as well as exporting industrial 
products which can all be to toe 
interest of Vietnam. 


APEC Finance Ministers Agree on 7 New Initiatives 


Tehran Times Service 

TEH^kAN - Asia Pacific Eco¬ 
nomic Cooperation (APEC) fi¬ 
nance ministers, managed to 
implement two intiatives decided 
at their meeting in Kyoto last year 
and decided on seven new ones in 
Cebu City this year, including the 
hosting of a regional forum on 
securitization in Malaysia. 

Malaysian Deputy Prime 
Minister Anwar Ibrahim and U.S. 
Secretary of the Treasury Robert 
Rubin both described the annual 
meeting as successful, an 
IRNA-Bernama dispatch 
reported. 

China’s Finance Minister Liu 
Zhongli also said that China would 
support all those initiatives and 
that it would practise the one 


country, two systems policy when 
Hong Kong ceased to be a British 
colony on July 1 this year. 

This meant that what one would 
find in Hong Kong right now 
would be basically unchanged 
after that date, he announced at toe 
joint ministerial press conference 
to announce their joint ministerial 
statement 

The first initiative implemented 
was the launch of the 
computerized information 
network among APEC finance 
ministries which would facilitate 
information sharing among the 
economic and financial authorities 
in APEC member economies on 
overall economic developments in 
the region. 

The launch would also facilitate 
the dissemination of 


macroeconomic and financial 
information to the public via 
bulletin boards on the Internet. 

The second initiative 
implemented was toe discussion of 
international business taxation, 
especially on emerging tax issues 
in a globalized economy, 
including the developments in 
emerging electronic payment 
systems, which permit 
transactions in cyberspace. 

Of special interest was an 
Australian study on the joint 
APEC/organization for economic 
cooperation and development 
symposium on international 
business taxation. 

The ministers said the rapid 
financial innovations could have 
tax implications that needed to be 
addressed and called on their tax 


authorities to work on these issues. 

The other six initiatives 
decided at this year's meeting 
were the call for enhanced 
cooperation among export 
financing institutions, the 
strengthening of financial market 
supervision, the strengthening of 
clearing and settlement 
infrastructure, supporting the 
developinent of rating agencies 
and strengthening information 
disclosure standards, holding a 
regional forum of pension fund 
reforms and voluntary action for 
supporting the freer and stable 
flow of capital. 

Philippine Fiziance Secretary 
Roberto de Ocampo, who also 
spoke at the joint press 
conference, said the ministers 
welcomed the Special Data 
Dissemination Standard (SDDS> 
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move housing problems. 

Speaking at the inaugural 
ceremonies of a two-day m ee ting 
of the officials of the Islamic 
Revolution’s ■ Housing 

Foundation, he said that bousing 
issue has become one of toe main 
problems facing the society, 
particularly among young 
generation. 

He added Late Imam 
Khomeini’s decree on March 1979 
for setting np of a housing 
foundation proves the deep 
understanding and attention of the 
T-«te Imam to the issue. 

Elsewhere, he said that despite 
providing drinking water, 
electricity and other necessary 


facilities to rural areas, the rate of 
immigration to cities has increased 
singnificantiy. 

He said that low income tad 
unemployment are the main , 
factors of i mmi gration to the cities 
and asked the officials to take . 
appropriate measures in this j 
regard. 

Nateq Noun said that Majlis : 
has allocated a ; 

Rls.-200,000-billion budget for ’ 
housing prqjcts in rural areas. 

The speaker also called for , 
construction of rural buildings j 
according to international house j 
making standards, to save people’s -j 
lives against possible earthquakes, jj 


World Bonk Prepared to Give 
Annual Credits to Russia 


Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN - The International 
Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development (IBRD) is prepared 
to give credits to Russia worth up 
to 3 billion dollars a year. Since 
toe program of strategic support to 
a country, as a rufe, is drawn for 
a term of three years, new credits 
might total nine billion roubles, 
IBRD President, Woifensohn, told 
Itar-Tass prior to his departure 
from Washington to Moscow on 
another regular visit 

Woifensohn pointed out that the 
itinerary of his visit beginning on 
April 10 had not been fully 
coordinated yet. However, the 
IBRD president said drat he hoped 
to meet President Boris Yeltsin, 
hold a substantial dialog with 
Prime Minister Viktor 
Chernomyrdin and first 
vice-presidents Anatoly Chubais, 
Boris Nemtsov and other members 
of the new cabinet. 

In the past, Woifensohn had 
worked with members of toe new 
economic team of the Russian 
government and he highly esteems 
their professional qualities. 
Besides, Woifensohn intends to 
meet a number of deputies of the 
State Duma. 

The IBRD president said that 
during talks with Russian officials 
he intends to discuss a number of 
issues pertaining to the 
relationship between Moscow and 
the IBRD which is one of toe 
biggest credit and financial 
organizations in the world. In 
particular, daring the talks toe 
sides intend to discuss toe program 


of the implementation of the 
so-called first coal loan aimed at a j 
structural restructuring of toe coal j 
industry in Russia and giving ! 
support to miners. Whether a j 4 
second such loan will be granted | ' 
will to a great extent depend on toe ; ‘ 
results of tins discussion. 

Woifensohn noted that be had y . 
not discussed with Nemtsov yet a _ 1 ; 
possibility of IBRD participation * 
in the forthcoming reform of a > 
bousing and public utilities sector * 
in Russia, adding that be was quite 
prepared to discuss this problem. 
Woifensohn also mentioned tbe 
so-called naval start project with j 
toe participation of Russia and ■ •; 
Ukraine, describing this initiative ; *... 
as splendid. Av 

The project envisages®, 
commercial launchings of space . ^ 
satellites from a floating platform ^ 
in toe Pacific Ocean, might 1* j % 
raised to a new stage. The IBRD ! 
aright offer Us own guarantees for i \ 
tods project asd the IBRD intends 

to expand the scale of its guarantee j v 

transactions in Russia, the IBRD ^ 
president said. - 

In general, Woifensohn. f 
positively assessed the . f 
development of cooperation j ? 
between IBRD and Moscow, j 
Recently, toe Russian portfolio^ jj 
die bank which had never exec Ib“ - .T*- 
in economic parameters has 
quickly switching over to » 
category of the most successful ^ 
So far. Russia has been grantee .m 
28 IBRD credits totally worth 6A \ 
billion dollars. In toe last fi®* 1 ■*. 
year Russia ranked third ^ ^ 
China and India among I&RB "i 
major borrowers. ■/* 
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Tehran Times Service 

FOOTBALL 

V Ganz Puts Inter Milan in Charge 

MOAN, Italy: Inter Milan staked their dahn to a place in the 
UEFA Cup final here Tuesday night when they beat 10*man 
Monaco 3*1 in the first-leg of their semifinal showdown at the 
SanRira. 

Manrizio Ganz, who sooted all three in their 3-2 victory over 
AndeHedrt In the quarterfinals, was again Inter's hero—scoring 
another two and offering the third on a plate for Ivan Zamorano 
in the first half. Monaco had defender GilSes Grim and i sent off 
two minute* after the restart for throwing a punch in an 
off-the-bafl incident, but substitute Victor Ikpeba still pulled one 
bade for the French league leaders. 

Nine-Man Tenerife Hang on 

TENERIFE, Spain: Tenerife, reduced to nine men for the last 
quarter-of-an-hour after having two players sent off, held on to 
score a 1-nil victory over German opponents Sdtalke in their 
first-leg UEFA Cup semifinal here Tuesday. The Spanish fust 
division side, who had gone dear through a Felipe penalty after 
just five minutes after Olaf Thon had brought down Juanele, had 
to soak up tremendous pressure^ The first Tenerife player to be 
shown the red card by British referee David Hie ray was midfield 
powerhouse Vivar Dorado who elbowed Late! in a desperate 
tackle eight minutes into the second half. Then goalkeeper 
Marcelo Ojeda, who had just produced two dazzling saves for 
the hard-pressed home side, was sent off for a foul on Belgian 
frontrunner Marc Wibnots. 

To German efismay, De Kock missed the ensuing penalty — 
sending substitute goalkeeper Bengt Andersson the wrong way 
but hitting his shot wide of the left post. 

AS Roma Sack Coach 

ROME: AS Roma have sacked their Argentine Coach Carlos 
Bianchi and are set to bring back 74-year-old legend Nils 
Ue<ttiolm. The dismissal of Btendii, who has only been in the 
job since last summer, follows a 2-1 defeat to Cagliari on Sunday 
which left Roma four points adrift of a place in next season's 
UEFA Cup. 

Hope for Oldham While Fulham and Rigan 
Gain Promotion 

LONDON: Oldham (ricked up a crucial point in their English first 
division battle against Relegation when they held visiting 
Birmingham to a 2*2 draw. And Fulham and Wigan ensured 
promotion from division three — Fulham forcing a 0*0 draw at 
Mansfield and Wigan beating visiting Colchester 1-0. 

French Player Sentenced for Drugs Offense 

NANCY, France: Jimmy Maillard, a defender with French first 
division dub Nancy, was given a suspended eight month prison 
sentence here Tuesday for drug trafficking. The 26-year-old was 
being held on remand in connection with inquiries into an armed 
robbery which he is alleged to have carried out while he was 
suspended from football for smoking cannabis. 

RavaneUi Puts Op on Hold 

MIDDLESBROUGH, England: Italian striker Fabrizio RavaneUi 
has postponed an adiilles tendon operation so that he can help 
Middlesbrough chase their cup double and premiership 
survival. 

Ravaneflr, who scored his 27th goal of the season in the league 
Cup final draw with Leicester last Sunday, is doubtful for the 
premiership match against Relegation rivals West Ham at Upton 
Park Wednesday night But Boro manager Bryan Robson hopes 
his leading scorer will be fit for the FA Cup semifinal with 
Chesterfield at Old Tnfforrf on Sunday. 

TENNIS 

Woodbridge Advances 

HONG KONG: Australian doubles specialist Todd Woodbridge 
scored a 6-1, 6-4 first-round singles victory over Japan's Shuzo 
Matsooka in the first round of the Hong Kong Open here on 
Tuesday. 

Third-seeded Woodbridge, ranked 32 in the world, arrived in 
Hong Kong from Adelaide after helping Australia to a 5-0 
whitewash over the Czech Republic in their Davis Cup 
quarterfinal tie. Also through to the second-round was fiery 
American Jeff Tarango, who came back from 1*4 down in the 
second set to beat Russian Andrei Cherkasov 3-6,7-6 (7/4), 6-0. 
Top-seed Michael Chang, the crowd favorite, was leading Hong 
Kong's Melvin Tong 3-0 m the first set before rain called a halt 
to the night's play- 

Wimbledon Finalists Safely Through 

MADRAS, India: Wimbledon champion Richard Krajicek 
frounced Tomas Nydahl of Sweden 6-4, 6-4 to qualify for the 
second-round of the ATP event here Tuesday. Bui Malivai 
Washington, the man who lost to Krajicek in last year's 
Wimbledon final, flirted with disaster before defeating Bulgarian 
Orfin Sfanoychev 7-5,6-7 (6/8), 6-3. 

Specialists Take Charge 

LISBON: Spain's day-court specialists put last weekend's Davis 
Cup disappointments against Italy behind them mid took charge 
at the AT P's 625,000-dollar Portuguese Open here on Tuesday. 
Second seed Carlos Moya, fifth-seeded Alberto Berasategui and 
eighth seed Javier Sanchez all scored wins. Moya beat 
compatriot Jacob Diaz, Berasateugui defeated fellow-Spaniard 
Carlos Costa and Sanchez saw off home player Bruno Fragoso. 


TEHRAN TIMES 

Iran Ranked Second in 


Salonika Marathon 


TEHRAN — The Iranian runner 
ranked second at marathon compe¬ 


titions held in Salonika, Greece. 

Hossein Fazeli, participating in 
die contest at the age category of 
over 40 years old, ran the 42 km 


distance in two hours and 36 min - 
utes and 50 seconds. 

More than 2,400 runners from 
19 different countries took part in 
the marathon co mp etitions. 

(OtNA) 



NEW YORK, NY, United States (April B): Cleveland Cavafiers' 
Chris Mills (24) hang; on to the rim after dunking for two points 
over the New York Knidcs' Patrick Ewing (R) at the end of the 
first quarter in Madison Square Garden. 

_ (AFP PHOTO) 

Tyson Fight on May 3 
Postponed Due to Cut 


LAS VEGAS — Mike Tyson has 
postponed his rematch with Evan- 
der Hoiyfield until June 28 after 
reopening a cut over his left eye 
that he first injured in sparring last 
month. 

It was the second time Tyson 
had postponed a fight against Ho- 
lyfield, and die third time since 
Tyson was released from prison 
that he has had to postpone a fight 
because of illness or injury. 

The fight had been scheduled 
for May 3 at the MGM Grand 
Garden Arena, but promoter Don 
King postponed it Tuesday on die 
recommendation of the plastic sirr- 
. geoo who treated Tyson's cut 

“What can I do? These things 
happen,” said Tyson, a mark 
clearly visible on the left corner of 
his eye. 

“It will set me back in a way as 
far as my mindset goes,” he said 
at a hastily called news conference 
Tuesday evening. “On the other 
band, it's a Messing in disguise 
because it gives me time to clean 
up some other aspects in my life 
that have been going on.” 

Tyson declined to be specific, 
saying it was “nothing that needs 
to be aired in public at this time.” 

He dented rumors circulating 
from his training camp that he 
hadn't been preparing properly for 
the fight. 


“I don’t know where you re¬ 
ceived that information from. I'm 
in great shape, perhaps the best 
ever,” he said. 

“I'm prepared to fight at this 
moment,” Tyson said, flanked by 
King, plastic surgeon Barry Mark- 
man and other members of his 
entourage. “I’m just following die 
instructions of the doctors.” 

Tyson said he first was cut in 
sparring in Florida on'March 17 
and the cut was reopened last 
Wednesday when he resumed 
sparring, requiring 10-12 stitches. 
Tyson worked out again Monday, 
and the cut began bleeding again. 

It was not the same cut that 
Tyson sustained in the fifth round 
of his Nov. 9 fight with Hoiyfield, 
although it was in the same area, 
Markman said. 

Tyson declined to name the 
sparring partner who originally 
caused the injury with a head butt 
during a session in which Tyson 
was wearing protective headgear. 

“He'll take it too personal,” 
Tyson said. “He took it really hard 
when it happened.” 

Speaking of his rematch with 
Hoiyfield, Tyson said he does not 
“waste time on any personal 
grudges. This is my job, the way 
I make my living.” 

“I never had any idea he could 
fight as well as he could,” Tyson 
added. (AP) 


Understanding Kung Fn 
as Described by a Master 

By Jc 'fir Qcseirs^nr Jokeutfir . 

Skills of Kung Fu 

(Part 34) 

f you can use your legs 
skillfully, you won't be 
defeated easily. A kick 
with the shanks can slop your 
opponent's attack while a side 
kick can be crushing. You can 
akn torture your rival with your 
strong and deadly kicks. You will 
fall behind if you are slow in 
kicking. Although preparation 
and attack together form a com¬ 
plete movement, they are in re¬ 
ality two separate movements. 

You have to have the capability to stop your attack quickly if 
you face your opponent's counterattack. Meanwhile, you should 
pay much attention to your balance and leg's movements. The 
short and fast steps are controlled easier than the long and slow 
ones. You can often make an attack on your rival or do not let 
him perform his plan at the stage of preparation in particular in 
near challenges. To do so, you can spoil your rival's front blows 
or guard with some tricky techniques in order to defeat him. It 
also enables you to change the distance whenever you wish. 

You may apply your prearranged attack only on a rival who 
always stands in a precise and right distance of you and conse¬ 
quently he is not easily vulnerable. In other words, he guarantees 
his security by keeping far from his rival. Hence, you have to take 
short steps backwards in order to drag him toward yourself and 
in this way have the opportunity to perform your techniques. 
Meanwhile, if you overuse the prearranged attacks, your oppo¬ 
nent can read your mind and consequently he performs his 
hindering blows. So, you have to apply it sufficiently and accu¬ 
rately in order to omit or minimize your vulnerability. Also, you 
should open your guard to the extent needed for trapping the 
rivaL 



You can practice the preparatory blows while fighting, chang¬ 
ing your direction and making tricky attacks on your opponent 
A real attack requires enough speed and good timing. In addi¬ 
tion, your mind should be alert as well as sharp and also your 
movements should be fascinating. 

If your rival performs the first technique and takes the lead at 
the beginning of the challenge, the only way is to confuse him 
with consecutive counterattacks and make an attack on his 
guard. 

Tactic means the capability of outstripping. Of course, it 
needs right evaluation, right recognition of opportunities, right 
anticipation of the rival's next movements as well as guts. 
Having physical capabilities is needed but does not guarantee 
i by itself the victory. You have to have the ability to/apply your 
technical potentialities through right assessment of the rivaL A 
good challenger firstly fixes his distance with rhythmic move¬ 
ments of legs and then deals with tricky (short) blows and attacks 
on the opponent. 
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TEHRAN (April 9): Majlis Speaker Hojjatoleslam All Akbar Nateq Nouri awards the Manner 
of the best film in the closing ceremony of the Youth Cinema Festival. (Photo by K. Ahmadi) 


Netanyahu Rejects 1 Proposal for “Code of Conduct” With Palestinians 


BAIT-UL-MOQ ADDAS — 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netan¬ 
yahu rejected European proposals 
for resolving the Mideast Peace 
crisis Wednesday as he prepared 
to leave on a European tour. 

A spokesman for the right-wing 
Israeli leader said a proposal put 
forward by the 15-member 
European Union for Israelis and 
Palestinians to accept a “code of 
conduct” which would include a 
halt to both anti-Israeli violence 
and Jewish settlement growth was 
unacceptable. 

Netanyahu was scheduled to 
leave later Wednesday for die 
Netherlands, which currently 
holds the rotating EU presidency. 
He will travel to Rome Friday for 
an Israel-Italy economic 
conference. 

The EU’s Mideast envoy, 
Miguel Angel Moratinos, on 
Tuesday proposed a “code of good 
conduct** for Israelis and 
Palestinians to encourage dialogue 
between them. 

Palestinians accuse Israel of 
violating die peace process by 


building 6,500 new homes for 
Jews in disputed East 
Bait-ul-Moqaddas, a move which 
has triggered three weeks of 
deadly violence in the West Bank. 

On Tuesday, Netanyahu said 
the EU should help create the right 
conditions for dialogue, notably 
by investing in the Palestinian 
self-rule areas — suggesting he 
would not welcome EU 
intervention in die political arena. 

The EU is both the biggest 
donor to Arafat's Palestinian 
authority and Israel's biggest 
trading partner. 

It is now seeking a greater role 
in the crisis-hit Middle East peace 
process, of which die United 
States, Israel’s main ally, is the 
key sponsor. 

During a meeting in Brussels 
Monday, EU member nations 
agreed proposals to put to die 
United States for a joint action to 
relaunch die peace process. 

A summit meeting in 
Washington Monday between 
President Bill Clinton and 
Netanyahu foiled to come up with 


ways to relaunch negotiations with 
the Palestinians, (AFP) 


(Contd From Pg. 1) 

PRIMAKOV... 

“I had authorization from 
President Boris Yeltsin to say that, 
if the document was ready, he 
might come to Paris to sign die 
document at the level of the 
leaders of Russia and the 16 
member countries of NATO.” 

The Atlantic alliance and 
Russia are currently negotiating 
formulation of a joint document, 
ahead of the alliance's summit in 
Madrid on July 8 and 9, which will 
designate die Eastern European 
countries to be invited to join 
NATO. 

The Rnssia-NATO accord is 
aimed at appeasing Russia’s 
hostility to enlargement of NATO 
to former Warsaw Pro! m e mb e rs . 

(AFT) 


(Cootd From Pg. 1) 


(Contd From Pg. 1) 


(Contd From Pg. 1) 


TAJ] 


STAN... 


SAUDI... 

He refused to provide any 
details on the arrest in Canada of 
Saudi National Hani Abdel Rahim 
Sayegh, who was said to be the 
driver of the vehicle containing the 
explosives that heavily damaged 
the U.S. military facility in eastern 
Saudi Arabia. 

Aziz also refused comment on 
statements by Canadian 
intelligence services that another 
Saudi, Ahmed Ibrahim Mughusil, 
was the mastermind behind the 
Khobar bombing. 

“No information should be 
taken seriously if die Saudi source 

is not identified or if it is not 
released by the official Saudi 
News Agency,*’ the interior 

tnwiildw M«t_ 

The Washington post reported 
Saturday that Syrian authorities 
refused to help Saudi Arabia 
c apt ure MughassH, a m em ber of 
the Taiaiwic group, suspected by 
.stanrfi Arabia of planning further 
attacks 

A Saudi official called the 
report “erroneous. 1 * 

(Atrj 


INDIA. •• 

Gujral confirmed the proposed 
next session between foreign 
secretaries of die two countries in 
Islamabad in the first week of 
May, ahead of a meeting between 
the prime minis ters of the two 
rivals, he said. 

The prime minis ters are to meet 
in May during a summit of die 
South Asian Association for 
Regional Coope r ation (SAARC) 
at Male in die Maldives. 

Khan described the talks, die 
first between foreign minis ters of 
the two countries since 1989, as an 
“ice-breaking meeting.** 

He said they agreed to release 
each othfr's dftaifH fishing boats 
and crew as a “humanitarian” step 
to help promote goodwill. 

The two governments would 
discuss the reciproc al releases of 
other civilian prisoners at a later 
date, Khan said. 

Resumption of dialogue 
between die two countries, which 
have fought three wars since 
independence in 1947, began last 
month after marc than three years 
with a meeting of the Pakistani and 
Indian foreign secretaries. (AfF) 


talks said, “We have come to Iran 
to work out die accords signed in 
principle." 

He expressed hope that the' 
national reconciliation 
commission would start 
functioning as envisaged in the 
former accords. 

The Tajik foreign minister 
appreciated Iranian peace efforts 
and said die Tajik nation and 
government would never forget 
Iran’s role in helping die republic 
get rid of the civ2 war. 

Turjanzadeh, the 

re p re se n t a tive ofTajflc oppositions 
for his part said that there are two 
protocols to be discussed one of 
which is about repealing a verdict 
issued by the Tajik Supreme Court 
four years ago banning activities 
of opposition parties. 

He said die opposition believes 
that the activities of political 
parties is impossible in Tajikistan 
because of die lade of freedom and 
that die representatives of the 
Tajik government are aware of the 
matter. 

The second protocol on the 
agenda is about guaranteeing die 
implementation of the accords 


already signed fay the two parties 
to die peace talks, Turjanzadeb 
said. 

He complained that there are 
several agreements that have yet to 
be implemented including an 
agreement concerning the 
supporters of the opposition. He 
said, “the two parties had already 
agreed that none of the 

opposition's supporte r s should be 
sentenced to death, but, 
unfortunately, two of our brothers 
were recently put to gallows." 

“The government's failure to 
abide by its promises has pressed 
us to seek guarantees from die 
United Nations and die observer 
nations including Iran, Pakistan, 
Russia and Uzbekistan for validity 
of the accords signed with 
Dushanbe government,” 
Tiujanzadfth stated. 

Meanwhile, UN special envoy 
for Tajikistan Gerd Dietrich 
Merrem said in his inaugural 
speech, “peace is approaching in 
Tajikistan and we have mainly 
fulfilled our constrnctive 
promises.** 

He called on the observer 
nations to help bring about an 
appropriate atmosphere for 
. implementation of the accords 
inlrad by the two parties. 

The inter-Tajik peace talks will 
last 10 days in Tehran. 

Iran, Russia, Pakistan and 
Uzbekistan are the observer 
countries during the peace talks. 

(Contd From Pg. 1) 

BHUTTO... 

Pakistan's change of leadership 
under Prime Minister Nawaz 
Sharif, Pakistan no longer 
interferes in Afghanistan's • 
internal affairs. 

“In my opinion, Taleban 
cannot claim to be die real 
representative of Islam (in 
Afghanistan)," be said, adding 
that ‘They (the Taleban) are 
definitely acting contrary to 
Islamic principles." 

Referring to the new coalition 
forged between the Muslim 
League of Nawaz Sharif and foe 
Tehreek-i-Jafiia Movement, he 
said that Pakistan is on die road to 
recovery, citing improved foreign 
policies such as Pakistan's stand in 
die Kashmir issue. 

“Kashmir is one of Pakistan’s 
problems which will soon be 
solved under ■ the new 
government’s foreign policies,” 
Jovadi said. 

Jovadi denied suggestions that 

President Farooq Leghari has been 

brought under pressure to resign 
by his coalition party with Nawaz 
Sharif, saying such rumors have 
been fueled by foe fact that 
President Leghari was s up porte d 
by the Pakistan People’s P ar ty 
when he came into office. 

On his party’s coalition with 
the Pakistan Muslim League 
(PML), be said they have not been 
promised any facilities but tint he 
hoped to lake some. 

He said be hoped the Shia 
situation in Pakistan would 
i mpro ve an A im^i fa Iriiuntr 
Republic 'of Iran as a true 
representative of Islam. 

(Cootd From Pg. 1) 

RELATIONS... 

Tabarzadi said: “I have 
announced my readiness for tins 
post, I am committed to ft n A 'i 
within the framework of the 
Constitution and resist press ure 
groups. Today rale of law is of 


vital importance and I am 
committed to enforce law in foe 
country." 

“The Councils Code which is 
one of foe important provisions of 
the Constitution has been 
forgotten for nearly 18 years in die 
country. Some 40 articles of die 
constitution deal with the 
principles of civil rights, incl u di ng 
economic and social issues, social 
security, health, freedom of 
political parties and pressure 
groups as well as political security 
which have all been ignored for 
many years. 

Asked whether a non-clergy 
can run for foe post, Tabarzadi 
said that today only a non-clergy 
should be elected as president. 
During the past 15 years, Iran has 
had clergy presidents. 

On his future programs, 
Tabarzadi said dart the problems 
which exist in political and 
economic fields have hindered 
political participation of a major 
part of foe society, adding font die 
economic and political str u ct u re of 
foe country should be reformed. 

Tabarzadi said that today 
people are faced with poverty and 
economic problems, adding that 
he would present new economic 
. programs which would guarantee 
re honorable life for people within 
foe framework of the Constitution. 

Tabarzadi mationed that due 
to absence of good management 
and accurate control over 
expenditures, a great chunk of die 
budget allocated to the 
development of the country is 
wasted. 

He added that parts of national 
wealth has been s q uande red by the 
monopolists. On the betas of the 
Article 42 of the Constitution die 
wealth erriherried by some of the 
officials should be re tu r ned to the 
public treasury. 

“If I win the presidential 
elections I will appoint 
Mohammad Khatami as the 
minister of Mamie guidance and 
cuhnreand Ah Akhar Nateq Nbnri 
as one of my cabinet rmmsters. 

Asked who win be (he interior 
minister in his cabinet, Tabarzadi 
said: “Currently Tm preparing die 
list of my cabinet ministers. 
Certainly someone else wffl hold 
die position in my cabinet. In my 
opinion we should stand firm 
against those who commit 
mistakes and violate the 
Constitution. 

On Ins assessment ofhis chance 
to win the elections, he said, I have 
a considerable base among the 
intelligentsia, and the 

learned. Most of the universities 
mid academic centers welcome my 
candidacy. 

He was asked iffae could defend 
Iran’s national interests at 
international arena, he said, what 
is important for a powe rfu l 
government at international arena 
is safeguarding the country's 
national interests. All my 
ca mp a i gns till now have been 
directed towards this end. 

Criticnfog die performance of 
the Islamic Republic of Iran 
Broadcasting (DUB), he said, dm 
DUB should provide all the 
candidates with equal 
opportunities to address the 
people- An open society reeds 
cultural growth and political 
development. At present our 

dynamic art has been reduced to a 

useless one because* certain 
limi t a ti ons, he concluded.? 

(Contd Fran Pg. 1) 

NEW... 

Clashes erupted after the 

funeral ofNaderlsseid, 24* one of 


two Palestinians killed In 
Tuesday’s fierce rioting in 
Al-Khalil, which broke out after 
two Jewish seminary students shot 
and killed a Palestinian in foe 
divided city. 

‘The Olive Branch Is Down 
and the Kalashnikov Is Raised," 
the marchers shouted at his 
funeral. 

“The Battle Has Started,** aid 
24-year-old Yussef D&ndif, 
raising his fist m the air. 

Palestinian police fired 21 shots 
'into foe air as Isseid’s body, 
wrapped in foe red, white, green 
and Mack Palestinian flag, was 
lowered into the grave. 

Afterward, thousands of 
Palestinian marchers, many 
waving black and green flags with 
slogans, inarched toward the 
IsraeU-controlled part of foe city, 
where 500 Jewish settlers live. 

Israeli troops fired rubber 
bailees to keep foe crowd at bay, 
aid stone-throwing quickly broke 
onL" Palestinian police tried to 
calm the protesters, forming 
human «*««« and blocking the 
street with trucks to keep them 
away from (he Israeli soldiers. 

Officers climbed on rooftops to 
atop youths from hurling down 
rocks. 

The dadaes spread briefly to 
the village of Dura outside 
Al-Kbalil, but reded by early 
afternoon. Although intense, foe 
rioting so far has not moved to foe 
vest of foe West Bank. 

Palestinians said foe Jewish 
students opened fire Tuesday 
without provocation, killing 
Assam Rashid Azsfeh, 23. 

The two students were released 
Wednesday on 20,000 Shekels 
(shout $6,000) haO and ordered to 
stay out of Al-Khalil for the next 
60 days. 

The inckfait was foe second 
involving Jewish settlers this 
week. 

m 


(Contd From Pg. 1) 

VELAYATT... 

Asked fay a reporter of Genara 
news agency about foe possibility 
of foe court bong attacked fay 
supporters oflran ora threat being 
posed to foe lives of German 
citizens in Iran, Velaysti said, 

“there are aB allegations based an 
fflnrian.” 

Tran has shown in the past foot 
it honors foe expediency and 
dignity of foe Mamie Republic of 
Iran even when a hostile action is 
taken against it," he said. 


(Cootd From Vg.7) 

NEW INSIGHT 

which, make blood cells. But now 
Dr. Darwin Prockop at All egheny 
and faia colleagues report foot tiny 
are exploring hew to use there 
marrow stromal cells, which are 
foe pace—ozsofboneand co n n ee- 
tivc tissue cells. 

The goal is to develop ways of 
treating diseases ranging from 
osteoporosis, which afflicts foe 
old, and baffle bone tint 

afflicts foe young. 

One approach would be to re¬ 
place flawed cells with healthy 
ones that could produce normal 
bone and tissue. Another approach 
could be to remove some of those 
cefla from a patient, genetically • 
re-engineer flwn to treat i flw 

that causes diseases, and then ink* 

plant them bad: into foe patient 
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Pakistan President Says Not 
Upset by Losing Powers 


ISLAMABAD —Pakistani Presi¬ 
dent Farooq Leghari said he was 
not upset by Parliament’s constitu¬ 
tional amendmen t bast week .tint 
clipped his powers to sack govern¬ 
ments and ap po int armed forces 
chiefs. 

He told reporters he had 


to the presidency by the late 
military ruler General Mohammad 
Zia-ul-Haq but had used ten to 
sack feen-Prime Minister Be nazir 
Bhutto in November because it 
was in die national interest. 

I do not understand why people 
started dunking te I would be 
upset with it, Leghari said in his 
first public comments on the April 
1 parliamentary amendment, 
which was initiated by Prime 
Minister Nawaz Sharif. 

When did I expres s my anger? 
he asked. 

The clauses Parliament 
repealed from die controversial 
eighth amendment, which 25a had 
inserted, were used by three 
presidents to sack four prime 
ministers in the last eight years. 

In my whole political life, I 
have straggled for the supre ma cy 
of the constitution and even went 



to prisons so that fee constitution 
can be restored (to its original 
form), Leghari said after opening 
an International Conference on 
Homan Development in south 
Aria. _• 

When I hmrmi me fee presklent 
fa 1993Y.T re peate dly said that the 
eighth amendment should be 
corrected and fee constitution 
should be restored, he added. 

But he said he had also said 
twice after becoming president 
that be would not hesitate to use 
those powers to .dismiss a 
go v e rnm ent if compelled. 

So, when the conditions 


reached a stage that fee country 
was at the verge of collapse, 
economic collapse was immin ent 
and constitutional violations were 
taking place, I did what was only 
possible through the eighth 
amendment. 

He said he did it with a heavy 
heart but in fee interest of fee- 
country, and did it when it was 
inevitable. 

Leghari after dismissing 
Bhutto’s government he held free 
and fair elections that brought 
Sharif’s Pakistan Muslim League 
Party to power wife a two-thirds 
parihunentaiy majority. 

They had fee power to change 
fee right amendment and they did 
change it, he said. 

Zia, who introduced the eighth 
amendment as part of a bargain to 
end martial law, used it to sack his 
own hand-picked Prime Minister, 
Mohammad Khan Junejo, in May 
1988 before being killed in a 
mysterious plane crash in August 
fee same year. 

Bhutto was fired first by 
President Tg*mg Khan in 1990 and 
then by Leghari last November. 
Sharif was sacked by Ishaq Khan 
in 1993. 

(TtmOm,i 


Atlanta Bombings May Be lied 


WASHINGTON — Bombings at 
an Atlanta abortion dime may be 
connected to fee 1993 siege of fee 
branch Davidian complex inTexas 
feat killed more than 80 people, 
the Dallas Morning News reported 
in Saturday’s editions . 

TT» paper said aletter claiming 
responsibility for the Atlanta 
bombings “makes a reference” to 
the 1993 siege and has federal of¬ 
ficials nervous about fee tqxxHumg 

April 19 an niv e r sary of fee Waco 
deaths. 

Officials described fee dime 
and club attacks as “hate crimes,” 
fee Morning News said, ma king 
them' also worried about the 
“Freakxrik” event scheduled in At¬ 
lanta on fee Waco amrivereary. 
That event is an annual gathering 
of black college students. 

Anti-government retivistsbave 
dubbed-April 19 “Militia Day. ” 
That date is also fee second anm- 


to Waco Siege 


versary of the Oklahoma City 
bombing. 

Law enforcement officials told 
fee Morning News feat fee letter’s 
reference to Waco is not exphdL 
They added feat fee author of 


fee letter, claiming to represen t 
“fee army of God,” did not take 
responsibility for fee July 27, 
1996, bombing in Atlanta's Olym¬ 
pic Centennial Park. 

(ASP) 
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NEW DELHI — Most Indians 
think fee Congress (I) Party was 
unjustified in withdrawing support 
to fee ruling coalition government 
and fomenting a political crisis, an 
opinion poll said. 

The poll, published in the 
Outlook Weekly newsmagazine, 
showed that 67 percent of fee 
1,200 people interviewed across 
six cities felt the Congress bad no 
right to stake claim to power. 

Fifty-seven percent said 
Congress President Sitaram Kesri 
did the “wrong thing” by 
challenging the United Front 
government. Only 35 percent 

supported him. 

An overwhelming 73% felt fee 
Congress, which has jast 140 seats 
in fee 545-seal Lower House of 


Parliament and has been dogged 
by corruption scandals, could not 
form a credible government. 

Forty-eight percent said Kesri, 
a former party treasurer who 
forced former Prime Minister P. 
V. NarasanfeaRao to quit the party 
leadership, had withdrawn support 
to strengthen his position within 
the party. 

The crisis began an March 30 
when the Congress, which has 
kept fee United Front alliance in 
power since June 1996, said it 
wanted to form its own coalition. 

Its appeals to fee front’s dozen 
centrists, leftist and regional 
parties, to re-align behind it, 
however, have foiled, leaving 
neither side in the position to 
command a parliamentary 
majority. 


The third force in the Indian 
Lower House, the Hindu 
nationalists, who are accused by 
both Congress and United Front of 
mixing religion wife politics, are 
also unable to form a government 
on their own, conqxxmding the 
deadlock. 

Thirty-seven percent said fee 
country should have mid-term 


percent were against iL 

Twenty-seven percent said 
former Finance Minister 
Manmohan Singh, fee architect of 
India’s 1991 economic reforms, 
would be fee best choice as 
Congress prune minister. Kesri 
came second with 21 percent 
supporting him. 

OFF) 



ATHENS, Greece (April 2): Greek President Costis Stephanopoulos (R) talks to Albanian Prime Mbiister 
Bashkhn fino during their meet in g in the president’s office. Hno paied a two-day visit to Greece. 
_ (AFP PHOTO) 

Hong Kong Defies Pessimism 
About Handover to China 


HONG KONG — Back in 1983, 
as Britain squabbled with China 
over fee return of Hong Kong, 
skeptics predicted disaster. 

Fear of life under communist 
rule earned a financial panic. The 
stock market plunged. 
Professionals emigrated by the 
thousands to Britain, Canada and 
Australia. The government had to 
tie Hong Kong’s currency to the 
U.S. dollar to stop its steep 
decline. 

Pessimists felt their worst fears 
were confirmed in 1989 when 
Chinese troops crushed the 
democracy movement at 
Tiananmen Square in Beijing. 

Now, less than three months 
before Britain gives up its biggest 
remaining colony, Hong Kong has 
more than defied those gloomy 
scenarios, staging a stunning 
turnaround that makes it a 
dominant force in the fastest 
growing part of the world 
economy. 

Trade and foreign investment 
are at record highs. Hong Kong 
harbor is jammed wife freighters 
and cruise liners. The real estate 
and stock markets are soaring. 
Polls find confidence rising among 
investors- and fee 6.3 million 
people of Hong Kong. 

Manufacturing has been driven 
out by rising costs over fee past 10 
years, but Hong Kong is thriving 
on finance, banking, professional 
services and trade wife Chi na . 

“Hong Kong is going from 
strength to strength. It's more 
dominant in every area than it was 
five years ago, or 10 years ago,” 
said William J. Overholt, 
managing director of the Hong 
Kong office of bankers Trust Co. 
and author of ’The Rise of 
China.'' 

“An optimist would say that 
Hong Kong’s role a decade from 
now will be what London's was in 
fee early part of the century, or 
what New York's was in fee two 
decades after World War n - it's 
where the action is,” Overholt 
said. 

The rally dork cloud is the 
danger feat stock and real estate 
prices, driven upward by an 
end-of-empire frenzy of 
gp»TTilarifni, could collapse at the 
first sign of an economic 
downturn. 

But closer ties wife China could 
cushion Hong Kong against a 
Japanesc-style “bubble economy'' 
crash, said Thomas Chan, director 
of fee China Business Center at 


Hong Kong. Polytechnic 
University. 

“The takeover gives Hong 
Kong a golden opportunity to 
integrate into China and lay the 
foundation for long-term 
prosperity,” he said. 

Hong Kong has repeatedly 
proven its ability to cope wife 
setbacks. 

Devastated by die loss of China 
trade after the communist 
revolution of 1949, the colony 
quickly moved into making wigs, 
clothing, toys. Then came 
electronics. 

In fee late 1970s, when China 
started opening up to foreign 
investment, Hong Kong factories 
moved there for the cheap labor, 
and fee transformation to a finance 
and services economy began. 

Such flexibility has offered fee 
chance of riches to people like 
Wong Kwan. 

Wong arrived as a penniless 
immigrant 30 years ago, working 
in hotel kitchens until he saved 
Hong Kong dlrs 156,0000 
($20,000) to start his own 
company. Today, at 48, he is 
chairman of pearl oriental 
holdings, a 13.3-biIIion-Hong 
Kong dollar ($1.7 billion) real 
estate developer wife plans to 
build five hotels a year in Asia. 

More recently, fee colony has 
profited from unexpectedly strong 
Chinese growth after Beijing 
confounded observers by crushing 
double-digit inflation in the early 
1990s without plunging the 
country into recession. 

This year, fee government says 
fee economy should grow by 5.5 
percent. 

Incongruously, it was a former 
communist guerrilla, Deng 
Xjaoping, who led Hong Kong’s 
resurgence by restoring faith in its 


future as a capitalist haven after 
150 years of British rule ends at 
midnight June 30. 

Under fee slogan “one country, 
two systems,” fee Chinese leader 
promised in 1984 to keep Hong 
Kong capitalist and highly 
autonomous for at least 50 years. 

Hong Kong has been promised 
its own courts, laws and currency, 
insulated from the communist 
giant by fee same border that exists 
today. 

China has promised in writing 
to protect Hong Kong’s 484billion 
Hong Kong dollars ($62 billion) in 
foreign reserves from being 
plundered by mainland officials. 

Also to stay is the respected, 
uncorrupt civil service, a key 
element in creating the world's 
eighth-largest trading economy, 
where average incomes are higher 
tfam Britain’s. 

Yet because some of China’s 
commitments are still to be pinned 
down in detail, uncertainties 
loom. 

Besides fears of Chinese 
corruption seeping in, one of the 
most worrisome points is fee “rule 
of law” - the ability of Hong Kong 
courts to resist pressure to favor 
Chinese officials and companies. 

“It is something on which we 
will only be able to reassure 
people when they see the transition 
and see bow it works,” said Jeff 
Muir, an executive of Seagram 
Asia-Pacific and vice chairman of 
the American Chamber of 
Commerce in Hong Kong. 

Other uncertainties include 
news media freedoms and fee 
status of tens of thousands of Hong 
Kong natives with foreign 
passports. 

CAP) 


IRAN’S ORIGINAL HOUSE OF 
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! Hoor, Single <JHother 'Trades THer ( Baby for fjood 

SANTIAGO BEL ESTERO, Argentina — A 27-year-old single 
mother of three traded her w ee k-o ld baby giri to m brothel 
o p e rat orferr * box of food, police said Wedne s day. 

Marta Argentina Farias, faced with eerionej tmmme i al atoms, 
swapped the infant for m crate co ntaining powdered milk, 
sugar, floor and ail, in this 1,200 kilometers (745 mUss) 
no rt hwe st cf Buenos Aires. 

Altec stud a taxi driver who picked the mother *?» ms she 
leaving Fernandes Hospital acted as a middlem an . 


*T r 


"TaswgES 

.i ^ \ _* KsJ eJ 'aX -J Xd ^ d .kSH 


international news 


PAGE 16 


APRIL 10,1997 


Chinese JModtcr Qmes Tiirth to ^Bumper 
BEIJING —A Chinese mother in central Henan Ibwimce has 

given birth to a hamper baby who aw the same site ms ex 
18- mont h-old toddle r .. 

The huge bdby, *Beighxng nine kilograms and memrmim g 2 § 
centimeters long toes bom by caesarian section onMarckSl. 

“He was as big as an 18-month-old infant, but there was 
nothing abnormal about hun,** said doctor Li Xiao. , 

“However, he does eat a lot. HU mother doesn’t h mre 
enough ruffle far him,** Li added. 

The mother, Li Mao, said she ate nothing specialduring 
the pregnancy, although she was always very knaggy. ’ ^ 


Rebels Enter Lubumbashi as Mobutu 
Appoints New 


Indian Coalition in 48 -Honr Race for Survival 


’w 



NEW DELHI—India's tottering 
coalition, facing almost certain 
defeat in a parliamentary vote of 
confidence cm Friday, made a 
last-ditch bid for survival by 
launching peace talks with an 
estranged ally here Wednesday. 

The United Front minority 
coalition offer was accepted by 
the Congress (I) Party, which is 
threatening to overthrow the gov¬ 
ernment and try to form its own 
adnrimstratioa. 

The negotiations, which began 
late Wednesday, come after 11 
days of bickering between the two 


skies after Congress withdrew its 
parliamentary support, accusing 
the Front of mismanaging foe 
economy and foiling to anita the 
country. 

A five-member Front team be¬ 
gan talks in New Delhi with four 
senio. Congress leaders at foe 
residence of the Chief Minister of 
Janunu and Kashmir, Farooq Ab¬ 
dullah, a Front spo kesman said. 

The United Front made the 
peace talks proposal Wednesday 
after a meeting of top leaders at 
Prime Minister H.D. Deve 
Gowda’s bouse. 


Italian Government Set to 
Survive Crisis Vote 


-uui; 


PRETORIA, South Africa (April 8): Zairean government Foreign Minister Kamanda wa Kamanda (2nd 
U shakes hands with Zairean rebel envoy Bcrimana Karaha (2nd R) after four days of fait* in 
Johannesburg, where both warring parties agreed on the need for a ceasefire to end the sK-month-fong 
civil war and negotiations to bring about a peaceful political solution to the conflict. 

_ : _ - • • • • _ (AFP PHOTO) 

KINSHASA- Zairean rebdg army soldiers stole cars m tbroiy who used-teugas tobre akup the 


ROME — Italy's government 
was set to survive Wednesday a 
parliamentary vote over its plans 
to send troop6 to Albania, after 
agreeing to a compromise with 
opposition parties, opposition 
spokesman Beppe Pisann said. 

The breakthrough came after 
last-ditch-talks between officials 
of the Center-Left g ov ernm ent 
.and foferightwia^ opposition. 


mng’s vote he would put its future 
in the hands of President Oscar 
Luigi Seal faro. 

Pro* bad held crisis talks with 
Scalforo shortly before. 

Pisano, parliamentary leader 
of Forza Italia, one of a bloc of 
rightwing parties in the freedom 
alliance group of former Premier 
Silvio Berlusconi, said an 
amended, compromi se motion 


tti: “■ 


country's seebad largest city* 
Lubumbashi, Wednesday as 
President Mobutu Sese Seko 
sought to n^gun.control of foe 
political chads' m Kinshasa by 
naming a military chief as new 
premie*. 

Residents cheered as the re¬ 
bels, who have already seized 
more than one third of Zaire, 
moved into a southern district of 
Lubumbashi, capital of the min¬ 
eral-rich Shaba Province. 

The guerrillas clashed with 
government troops for control of 
foe Lubumbashi headquarters of 
foe elite presidential security di¬ 
vision of the army, as army 
troops put up unexpected resis¬ 
tance. 

Earlier, an AFP reporter saw 
rebels and government troops 
trade heavy and light arms fire a 
few kilometers (miles) outside 
foe city to foe north, though some 


a* ^; v. _■ 


The Congress, winch is de¬ 
manding Deve Gowda's resigna¬ 
tion and which wants to form its 
own coalition, accepted foe folks 
offer after an emergency meeting 
of die party think-tank, the Con¬ 
gress working committee. 

Deve Gowda hoped foe talks 
would lead to “some positive so¬ 
lution”. 

But be ruled , out .sharing 
dawn, saying; "The United Front 
has already decided&at there wHI 
be no change in leadership. This 
issue is not negotiable.” 

Harkisben Singh Surjeet, a 
veteran communist chosen to 
head the Front's negotiating 
team, was upbeat about the 
chances of a deaL 

“Nobody wants elections and 
both sides are aware of the threat 
posed by the Hindu Nationalists 
taking power," he said. “The 
sides will have to come to an 
agreement.” (AFP) 

Bomb Destroys 
Store Injuring 24 

ISLAMABAD, PaJasttn — A 
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Other wftnessas said they bad 
seen the provincial governor 
driving round with a white flag in 
his hand, in a sign rebels 

axe poised to notch yet another 
success in their six-month sweep 
westward. 

Kinshasa, though for removed 
from the fighting, has not been 
spared foe chaos, and on Wednes¬ 
day Mobutu named a new prime 
minister, former Defense Minis¬ 
ter General Likulia Bokjogo, to 
replace Etienne Tshisekedi. 

Tshisekwrii, a long-time oppo¬ 
sition leader, was arrested by se¬ 
curity forces on Wednesday as he 
tried to enter the premier’s office 
to begin running his new govern¬ 
ment, state-run television said. 

Some 1,000 supporters who 
had rallied outside the prime min¬ 
ister's bouse to accompany him to 
his offices in a planned mass 
march were charged by soldiers, 


Triih j frmr, fo fl pgt m fared 
both opposition parties and pro- 
Mobutu groups by declaring 
Mobutu’s regime illegitimate 
sin ce hga ppo in t nmR jtBCuwedc 
ago, was later released. (AFP) 



tittfottfottltehridt af cer* 
tain defeat. 

Prime Minister Romano Prodi 
told Parliament as tile debate on 
%at nMB jspaau nw ir ms 
eminent lost Wednesday eve- 


Under tire deal, the go 
meat and opposi ti on win fobfela 
joint motion which notes the UN 


foe state rim'news agency siad. 

The bomb blew up a shoe store 
in the heart of a congested shop- 


Sri Lankan Navy Pounds 


Wove of Prison Riots 
Continues in Colombia 


BOGOTA — Another 
Colombian prison fell under foe 
control of rebellious inmates on 
Tuesday — foe fourth since a 
wave of protests over poor living 
conditions and overcrowding 
erupted with the killing of four 
guards last week. 

Police and penal authorities 
maid foe latest riot occurred in a 
pe nitenti ary known as La Union 
in southwest Narino Province 
where a group of more than 50 
inmates was holding three guards 
hostage, demanding better treat¬ 
ment and the appointment of a 
new warden. 

- Some inmates hurled rocks 
' and other debris at police and 
soldiers who cordoned off the fa¬ 
cility after foe riot erupted early 
on Tuesday, but there were no 
reports of serious violence or in¬ 
juries, police said. 

The situation was more vola¬ 


tile in Bucaramanga, capital of 
northern Santander Province, 
where dashes erupted on Tues¬ 
day afternoon between inmates at 
the Modelo Prison and police and 
soliders surrounding it since a 
'riot started there on Monday. 

(Reuter) 


COLOMBO — A flotilla of navy 
gunboats launched a surprise 
pre-dawn attack against a coastal 
base of Tamil Tiger guerrillas m 
northeastern Sri Lanka 
Wednesday, defense officials 
here said. 

Eight Israeli-built Dvora gun¬ 
boats and two fast attack craft 
shelled the coastal area of Chal&i 
where the separatist Liberation 
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) 
maintain their naval unit known 
as sea Tigers, officials said. 

“It was a surprise attack and 
we believe that there were heavy 
losses on foe terrorists and they 
also lost a lot of their facilities/' 
a defense official here said. 

He said at least 40 rebel boats 
were seen beached at foe time of 
foe attack and many of them were 
believed to have been damaged. 

Officials said the attack, which 
lasted more than two hours, was 


coordinated by a c nmm»nH ship 

known as foe Prakramabahu. 

There were no casualties among 

security forces in foe long-range 

naval attack. _ 

(AFP) 


the sending of an international 
force to protect relief convoys to 
Afliama, and calls on foe govern¬ 
ment to “immediately imple¬ 
ment” it 

The morion, signed by the 
leaders of the two main Center- 
Left and Center-Right blocks in 
Parliament is virtually guaran¬ 
teed to succeed, as together the 
two groups have 80 percent of 
seats in the chamber of deputies. 

(AFP) 


(I’s Hamilton Confirmed by Conservative Party 


KNUTSFORD, England — Neil 
Hamilton, a former Conservative 
minister accused of taking cash 
for asking parliamentary 
questions, was confirmed by 
local members of foe party on 
Tuesday as their candidate for 
Britain’s May 1 election. 

Local Conservative Party tre- 
surer Tony Martin said Hamilton 
was adopted by a vote of 182-100 
by party members in a meeting at 
the 500-year-old Dixon arms 
pub. 


One hundred and eighty-two 
people voted to select him as can¬ 
didate. One hundred did not vote 
to select him, he told reporters 
waiting outside foe meeting. 

Despite pressure from senior 
Conservative Party officials 
Hamilton has refused to stand 
down. He has consistently denied 
foe allegations in the influence- 
peddling scandal that has hurt the 
ruling conservatives who are 20 
points behind Labour in national 
opinion polls. (Reuter} 


220kilometers (130 miles) south¬ 
east of Islamabad. 

Most of tiie injured were m- 
side the shoe store. Several of the * 
victims are in critical condition, 
including five women and a child, 
foe Associated Press of Pakistan 
reported. 

No one took responsibility for 
the explosion but the eastern Pun¬ 
jab Province has been wracked by 
bitter sectarian violence jn recent 
months. (AP) 
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ANKARA, Turkey (April 8): Turkish Prime Minister Necmettin Erbakan (2nd R) and Foreign Minister 
Tansu Oiler (3rd R) along with members of the Turkish government watch the flag-drapped coffin of 
Turkish ultranationalist leader Afpaslan Ttirfces being carried pass during the funeral ceremony in 
Ankara this Tuesday. Turkish officials and hundreds of thousands of supporters'of the late "Grey 
Wolves" leader, who died last week of a heart attack at foe age of 80 years, attended the ceremony. 
Other members of government in picture are not identified. 

----- - - (AFP PHOTO) 
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LONDON—The dollar extended 
its recent advan ce in Eu r o pean 
morning business on Tuesday* 
while hey stock mar kets paused 
for breath after a buoyant start to 
die week. 

. The U.S. currency touched a 
56-monfli peak above 126 yen and 
Sye-week highs just short of 1.72 
maiden, although it later edged 
back from these levels. 

There is no real indication that 
dollar/yen is suffering from fa¬ 
tigue, after in terms of direction 
or in the extent of its move, said 
Paul Meggyesi, senior currency 
analyst at Deutsche Morgan Gren¬ 
fell. 

The British pound traded at 4- 
1/2 year highs, above Us old floor 
of 2.778 marks in the European 


ean Shares Pause 


grims, which total around two per- 
cent ffrjg month, al though official 
views in Japan seemed mixed. 

Finance Minister Hiroshi Mit- 
suzuka and Japan would deal ap¬ 
propriately with excessive 
currency movements and Ewartm 
Sakakibara, director-general of 
the Finance Ministry’s interna¬ 
tional finance bureau, said the 
aut horities would be ready to m- 
tervene if necessary. 

But Japan's Vice Trade Minis¬ 
ter TsntomuMalano was quoted as 
saying floe week yen was mine 
positive than negative for the 
country's economy at die moment. 

We have had some jaw-boning 
from Japanese policy makers al¬ 
ready and that is likely to inten¬ 
sify. If it does, dollar/yen is 


terest rates helped them to revive 
on Monday. 

U.S. shares quoted in Loudon 
were higher on halanra on Tues¬ 
day morning after the Dow Jones 
industrial average, rose 0.46% 
overnight but traders remained 
cautious. 

The Dow should have a firm 
open and remain firm at least for 
the first hour, one London market 
maker said. But what we’re seeing 
at the moment on Wall Street is 
just a technical bounce. I can’t see 
it lasting. 

The London Stock Market, 
Europe’s biggest, was barely 
changed overall, while the Paris 
bourse added a third of a percent¬ 
age point. 

London share dealers .said the 



exchange rate mechanism, from 
which it baled- out in September 
1992, before edging back a little 
below overnight levels. 

Prospects for higher U.S. inter¬ 
est rates and flue start of Japan’s 
new fiscal year, when new invest¬ 
ment decisions are made, are help¬ 
ing to boost the dollar against the 
yea. 

* Increasing odds in favor of a 
single euro currency being 
launched oa time have also helped 
to depress the mark at the expense 
of the dollar, analysts said. 

They were wary of passible of¬ 
ficial moves to crab the dollar's 


unlikely to rise sharply, said Meg- 
gyest 

The TUmlr of Japan seems to be 
more relaxed about die strength of 
the dollar and intervention—ver¬ 
bal or otherwise — is not likely 
until the 128/29-yen level, said a 
senior trader at a Belgian bank. 

Whatever the perceptions in 
Tokyo, another trader added: Hie 
next focus is what the U.S. anto- 
wianmfhc tnrerswill say as they feel 
die pinch of the strong dollar. 

Meanwhile, European bourses 
largely consolidated after Wafl 
Street's second successive day re¬ 
covering from fears of higher far 


WTO Director-General to Visit Chinn 
to Back its WTO Membership 
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HONG KONG — Renato Rug¬ 
giero, director-general of the 
World Trade Organisation (WTO) 

is to make an nnprecendcnted visit 

to Beijing next week in a bid to 
keep alive China’s 10-year nego¬ 
tiations to enter the trade body, it 
was repor ted Wednesday. 

Ruggiero told the south China 
Morning Post in an interview in 
Geneva that be would make the 

trip to China next week because be 

wanted to make this year u * cru¬ 
cial year for die negotiations.” 

In the first visit erf its kind by a 
WTO director-general to an ac¬ 
ceding country, Ruggiero said 
China's negotiations were at last 
mpf ouftin their “final stage” 
and that the last multilateral work¬ 
ing party on China's e ntr y, held in 
March, had been hailed as a suc¬ 
cess by aH sides. 

“The picture, as usual, in the 
last part erf the negotiations, is that 
we face tough negotiations, and so 
we need a st ron g er political wffl, 
in order to settle the remaining 

differences,” he said. _ j 

However, Ruggiero stopped 
short of imposing a deadline for 

the talks, stressing that it was more 

important to concuatrate on the 


He stressed that political issue 
must not be allowed to interfere 
with the negotiation. 


“The Chinese have to under¬ 
stand that their success in exports 
needs to be counterbalanced by 
more market access,” said Rug¬ 
giero. 

“This is a natural equilibrium 
that exists in die tradition of the 
general agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade (GATT) and the WTO,” he 
said. 

“My real wish is to encourage 
the Chinese leadership to concen¬ 
trate oa the remaining problems, 
so that solutions can be found as 
soon as possible,” he said. 

Ruggjero said China had be¬ 
come an i mportan t member of die 
global economy and contrasted 
China's combined imports and ex¬ 
ports for 1979, which totalled only 
$5 billion, with last year’s ex- 
ports-only total of $151 bflhon. 

He this that WTO 
members had a ‘fundamental in¬ 
terest 9 in seeing China observe the 
agreed set of rules and disciplines 
that the WTO embodied and that 
China had an interest in writing the 
rules that would govern the system 
in die 21st century. 

There been speculation that 
China’s accession to die WTO will 
be rinwH for announcement by 
President Jiang Zemin and U.S. 
President Bill Clinton at their 
planned summit meeting later this 

yar - m 


potential for more share price 
gain* in London was limited as 
concern over interest rates, the 
strength of die pound and the Brit¬ 
ish election an May 1 had sent 
buyers to die sidelines. 

There’s no business around, 
one senior dealer complained. 

Institutions in Britain don't 
want to get involved until after die 
election. 

German shares were unable to 
hold the levels reached after the 
market moved strongly higher in 
late Monday trading, with no real 
impetus for further progress de¬ 
spite die strength of the dollar, 
Frankfurt traders said. 

But French shares rose on the 
dollar's strength and Wall Street’s 
rise, although Paris traders said 
solid volume would be needed to 
maintain gains. 

Japanese stocks firmed around 
J.7% as the dollar’s gains were 
expected to improve prospects for 
exporting companies. 

Markets generally were look¬ 
ing ahead to Friday, when U.S. 
producer prices and retail sales 
data will give further clues on the 
timing of the next expected rise in 
the U.S. interest rates. 


Moody’s Downgrade Foreign 
Currency Ceilings for Thai Bonds 


BANGKOK —Moody’s investors 
services Wednesday said it was 
downgrading foreign currency 
ceilings for Thai bonds and bank 
deposits, mowing that all ratings 
for bonds issued by Thailand have 
been lowered. 

Thailand’s foreign currency 
ceilings for bonds and bank depos¬ 
its have been lowered from A2 to 
A3, foe rating agency said in a 
statement 

Moody's said the downgrade 
reflected “an incremental deterio¬ 
ration in the country’s creditwor¬ 
thiness.” 

“As a result all bonds of foe 
kingdom of Thailand have been 
downgraded from A2 to A3,” it 
added. 

Bauds with an a rating are seen 
as favorable obligations with an 
upper-medium grade but with ele¬ 
ments suggesting “a susceptibility 
to impairment sometime in the fu¬ 
ture^Ratings of AA or AAA are 
more favorable than A. 

Moody's cited a build up of 
foreign currency, obligations 
which have added to foe country's 
external debt problems facing foe 
manufacturing industry and foe re¬ 
cent crisis which hit foe financ i a l 
amt property sectors. 

The agency also said it doubted 
foe effectiveness and ability to im¬ 
plement macroecomomc measures 
by the Thai government 


It said, however, the rating 
t flV fts into account foe country's 
“strong underlying fundamentals" 
such as liberal trade and invest¬ 
ment, favorable location and 
strong economic growth. 

Moody's said it also down¬ 
graded to a3 from A2 the long¬ 
term senior debt and deposit 
ratings of Bangkok Bank, Export- 
Import Bank of Thailand, Indus¬ 
trial Finance Corp. of Thailand, 
Siam Commercial Bank and Thai 
Farmers' Bank. 

It said the downgrade “re¬ 
flected foe lowering of foe foreign 
currency debt ceilings for debt and 
hank deposits of Thailand an¬ 
nounced earlier." 

Moody’s said the country's 
principal, challenge “is its sizable 
call on foreign savings, as re¬ 
flected in its large current account 
deficit" 

The government last month an¬ 
nounced spending cuts of 106 bil¬ 
lion baht ($4.1 billion) in order to 
narrow the deficit, which is ex¬ 
pected to fall this year to 7.9 % of 
gross domestic product from 8.2% 
in 1996. 

Moody’s said the government’s 
efforts to contract domestic den 
mand and bolster domestic savings 
through fiscal tightening could 
help address a chronic gap be¬ 
tween savings and investment in 
Fhailand. 


But it noted sustaining the sav¬ 
ings level would be all the more 
challenging given corporate sav¬ 
ings were eroding due to competi¬ 
tiveness problems and de c li nin g 
profits. 

Moody's also said it was too 
early to determine foe magnitude 
of problems facing foe financial 
sector, although they were likely 
to be protracted. 

Another credit rating agency. 
Standard and Poor’s, warned Fri¬ 
day that a slump in Thailand's 
financial sector was likely to be 
“more significant and prolonged” 
than predicted by the government. 

Many of Thailand’s finance 
companies and banks have been 
saddled with massive amounts of 
frad loans linke d to the slumping 
property sector. 

Analysts from the agency said 
non-performing debts could be as 
high as 15% of total loans held in 
Commercial Banks* portfolios. 

At the Bangkok bourse, dealers 
said sentiment was affected only 
slightly by Moody's an¬ 
nouncement, citing the recent 
standard and poor's review of foe 
Thai finance sector as a factor to 
offset any further negative an¬ 
nouncements. 

At Hk55 a.m. foe stock ex¬ 
change of Thailand index was 
down 2.83 points at712.53 points. 

(AFP) 


Ketanyahn Policies Scaring Foreign Investors Away From Israel 
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TEL AVIV — The Arab-Israeli 
peace process crisis is fr ightening 
off foreign investors, contributing 
to foe economic slowdown that h a s 
fait Israel since Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu took office in 
June. 

“The multinationals which 
moved here in recent years have 

tended to freeze their development 

programs, while those which were 
contemplating the move have held 
off," said Tel Aviv Business At¬ 
torney Eytan Liraz, who repre¬ 
sents European and U.S. banks 
and other companies. 

An international relations offi¬ 
cial at Bank Hapoalim, Israel's 
largest bank, who asked not to be 
identified, said, “Israel is no 
longer viewed as an ideal base for 
multinationals’ activities in the 
Middle East." 

“Foreign investors fear politi¬ 
cal instability more than anything 
else. They don't-know where the 
region is going anymore, while 


with the previous government, 
peace was in sight,” he added. 

Israel is seen as a country 
“which is becoming dangerous 
again” and is losing its “efoerging 
market" image with international 
investment funds, foe official said. 

Since it concluded die auton¬ 
omy agreements with foe Pales¬ 
tinians in 1993, Israel had been 
receiving peace dividends in die 
form of a lifting of the Arab boy¬ 
cott and better financial risk rat¬ 
ings from evaluators Moody's and 
Standard and Poor’s. 

Liraz furnished as an example 
of the investors' cooling enthusi¬ 
asm a major U.S. confection com¬ 
pany which gave up plans to 
establish itself in Israel. 

The company “thought that it 
could export from Israel to Jordan 
and the Persian Gulf countries. 
But with the current tension, the 
plan no longer seems realistic,” he 
said. 

Yaacov Frenkel, die governor 


China’s Entry to WTO to Take Several Years 


PARIS - Negotiations for Chinese 
entry into the World Trade Organ¬ 
isation (WTO) will take several 
years, U.S. Deputy Trade Repre¬ 
sentative Jeffrey Lang said here 
Wednesday. 

Asked if foe negotiations, in 
progress for more than 10 years, 
could be completed by die end of 
the year, Tjng said: “It does not 
seem likely to me. We want Chin a 
in the WTO as soon as possible. 
But it is very clear for the Euro¬ 
pean Union, the United States and 
Japan that they have to do two 
basic things that they have not 
been willing to do so far. 


goods and services. They have not 
seriously begun to discuss any of 
these subjects." 

Lang added that foe process 
would “take Beijing several 
years.” 

He added: “I think they are 
beginning to realize that they will 
have to deal with this problem on 
a commercial basis and not simply 
get into the WTO for political rea¬ 
sons. And that realization is the 
first step towards accelerating the 


i*ng went on “trade negotia¬ 
tions are not a sort of broad gen- 


sn wiuuig w ~ — - -- .. 

He said China had to agree with eralisation. They deal with details 

the “basic disciplines” of the But foe details process has not 

WTO and foe second requirement even begun and it often takes coun¬ 
ts give each of us an attractive tries several years once this pre¬ 
package of measures which will ess begins, 
give us access to their markets for 


9 uvgin*- 

Lang, who heads the U.S. dele¬ 


gation to foe WTO in Geneva, is 
distinctly less optimistic than 
WTO Director-General Renato 
Ruggiero, who said recently he 
thought the negotiations with 
China were in their “final phase.” 

China held a new round of ne¬ 
gotiations early in March in Ge¬ 
neva and offered a concession by 
agreeing to authorise in the long 
term all businesses, including for¬ 
eign companies, to trade freely. 
Until now trading with foreign 
countries can only be carried out 
through approved companies 
which currently number 12,000. 

A new round of negotiations- 
among countries concerned by 
Chinese membership will take 
place in may. In foe meantime, 
bilateral, country-to-countiy con¬ 
sultations will continue. 

(AFP) 


of the Bank of Israel, the nation’s 
central bank, said that “foe uncer¬ 
tainty about the peace process has 
resulted in a decline in invest¬ 
ment." 

The frets run contrary to the 
dreams of Netanyahu, who contin¬ 
ues to predict tint Israel will be¬ 
come “a major world economic 
power" and will enjoy by the be¬ 
ginning of the next century a gross 
national product (GNP) higher 
than Britain’s. 

In recent years foreign invest¬ 
ments have been the locomotive 
driving the country's growth. 
Within three years, they more than 
tripled, reaching a record $2.7 bil¬ 
lion in 1996. 

The influx erf capital represents 
two (percentage) points of GNP 
growth per year,” the Hapoalim 
official estimated. Since foe end of 
1996, economic activity has been 
dropping. 

According to an industry asso¬ 
ciation poll, 44 % of foe companies 
have recorded declines in exports, 
the highest percentage to give such 
a response since 1989. 

A third of the companies' lead¬ 
ers expected layoffs. The unem¬ 
ployment rate, which fell from 
10% of the workforce in 1993 to 
6.7% this year, may climb again 
in the coming months. 

The Bank of Israel expects 
GNP growth of 4 % this year, com¬ 
pared to an annual average of 6 % 
in real terms since the beginning 
of the 1990s. 

However, there was one posi¬ 
tive point. Foreigners remain in¬ 
terested in small high-tech Israeli 
companies in foe information' and 
electronics industries. 

“The products developed in 
these sectors are less sensitive to 
political circumstances in the Mid¬ 
dle East because they are above all 
destined for foe U.S., European 
and Asian markets,” the Hapoalim 
official said. 

(AFP) 
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Can’t Shoot 


Gash , Sank Titanic straight 


99 


WASHINGTON — A new 
scientific study concludes that six 
cuts about as wide as a human 
hand — not a huge gash — 
doomed the Titanic, the New 
York Times said recently. 


The paper said scientists, us¬ 
ing sound waves to examine the 
Titanic's mud-covered bow, cal¬ 
culated that the cuts along the 
ship's starboard side were 
enough to send it to the bottom of 
the Atlantic in less rium three 
hours. 

The scientists also conducted 

ewn piitw s imulations matal - 

lurgic analysis of Titanic frag¬ 
ments to challenge the theory that 
the ship's brush with an iceberg 
on April 14, 1912 caused a 300- 
foot hole across its bow. 

The cuts, each about as wide 
as a human hand, some 20 feet 
below the water line prompted 
six of the ship's watertight holds 
to flood, the paper said. The ship 
was built to survive the flooding 
of only three or four of the com¬ 
partments. 

“Titanic was a victim that 
night," William Garzke Jr., a 


member of the scientific team, 
was quoted as saying in the 
Times. “Everything that could go 
wrong, did.” 

The Discovery channel televi¬ 
sion network and its French 
counterpart. Ellipse Program, 
organized the expedition last 
summer for a program set to air 
in the United States April 13. 

The French state oceano¬ 
graphic group, EFREMER, over¬ 
saw the dives to the Titanic's 
grave off the coast of Newfound- 
tod. 

Garzke, a naval architect, 
speculated that the ship's speed 
of some 22 knots contributed to 
the disaster. If die ship had been 
traveling at half that speed, the 
damage across the hull would 
have been dramatically reduced, 
he said. 

The study also backs survi¬ 
vors' reports that the ship 
snapped in two just before it dis¬ 
appeared. A computer analysis 
revealed that stresses on the ship 
were great enough to cause the 
breakup as the bow plunged and 
the stem rose. 


Haunt Police Hillers 


MANILA — Two out of three 
policemen in Manila cannot 
shoot straight, a red-faced 
Philippine police official 
admitted Tuesday. 

Only one-th ir d of “Manila’s 
finest,” the capital city’s term of 
endearment for the 4,000-mem¬ 
ber police force, passed a “prac¬ 
tical shooting” test ordered by 
senior officers, said senior Su¬ 
perintendent Avelino Razon, the 
district police chief. 

“The other two-thirds need 
further training or proficiency in 
the handling of fiwearm«p_” liHiuiitl 
over GMA television station. 

The result means the large ma¬ 
jority will have to undergo either 
basic or advanced weapons train¬ 
ing courses, he said. 

He stressed that the test results 
should be seen “in a positive 
light.” 

“This is something that we 
should not hide,” Razon said. 
“Let ns admit that our policemen 
lack firearms training and expo¬ 
sure. Now we have an opportu¬ 
nity to improve their skills.” 

(ATT) 


Lasers in the fight against the African National 
Congress, which now rules the country, they seem 
deflated and bitter as they seek to defend themselves 
and shift responsibility to theirpolitical leaders. 


gation, I had foe fading I atiUdid 

not know the man,** the psychia¬ 
trist wrote. “He ha* 
come empty, there is Ettie feft in 



WASHINGTON—FBI director 
Louis Freeh on Tuesday warned 
that the Internet is being used by 
child molesters to lure young 
children and transmit child 
pornography. 

“Unfortunately die sanw mar¬ 
velous advances in computer and 
telecommunications technology 
that allow our children to reach 
out to new sources of knowledge 
and cultural experiences are also 
leaving them unwittingly vulner¬ 
able to exploitation and harm by 
pedophiles and other sexual 
predators in ways never before 
possible,” be said. 

Freeh also told members of a 
Senate appropriations subcom¬ 
mittee that pedophiles were using 
Internet service “chat rooms” to 
entice underage children into 
meeting them as well as to com¬ 
municate with follow molesters 
and create pornography rings. 

While the U.S. Supreme 
Court is currently considering a 
case which may determine die 
extent of First Amendment pro¬ 
tections to Internet communica¬ 
tions, Freeh and others noted 
prosecutors are not hindered by 
U.S. laws when child pornogra¬ 
phy is concerned. 

A previous Supreme Court 
case determined child por¬ 
nography is not protected by die 
First Amendments guarantee of 
freedom of speech. 

Senators heard from a woman 
who wished to remain unidenti¬ 
fied who called herself “Diane 
Doe.” She said that her 11-year, 
old son was molested by four 
teachers and that videotapes of 
die rapes had been made. 

The teachers then contacted 
other pedophiles by using a chat 
room through the Prodigy on- line 
service. 

“They used this room to give 
descriptions of the contents of 
these pornographic tapes aul ar¬ 
ranged for the sale and distribu¬ 
tion of the tapes,” Doe said. 

Although her son’s molesters 
were convicted and sent to 
prispn, “there is no way ofknow- 

ipg if someone in another part of 
the country, or even abroad, has 
been casually surfing the Internet 


coining across die images «id 
using them for their own pleasure 
or gain,” she ««M 

Freeh said that FBI investiga¬ 
tions of child pornography trans¬ 
mitted over the Internet have 
reached as for as pedophiles in 
England and Germany who were 
“receiving and transmitting child 
pornography through an Ameri¬ 
can commercial on-line service.” 

Neither Freeh nor other wit¬ 
nesses called for new legislation 


to stop child pomographers and 
molesters, saying parental educa¬ 
tion efforts were the best way to 
protect children from Internet 
evils. 

But under questioning Freeh 
did acknowledge that a $10 mil¬ 
lion budget proposal he made for 
additional FBI staffers to combat 
the problem was rgected by the 
administration of President Bill 
Clinton. 


CAPE TOWN — For men who 
were once feared as hardened 
apartheid killers, the three South 
African security policemen 
hunched before an amnesty 
tribunal cut sad, broken figures. 

Brigadier Jan Cronje and Cap¬ 
tains Jaques Hechter and Wouter 
Mentz are applying to the Troth 
and Reconciliation Commission 
for indemnity from prosecution 
for their actions during the apart¬ 
heid years. 

Losers in the fight against foe 
African National Congress, 
which now rales the country, 
they seem deflated and bitter as 
they seek to defend themselv es 
and shift responsibility to their 
political leaders. 

They have submitted what 
they say are full accounts of their 
actions, including murder and 
torture, as well as psychiatric re¬ 
ports feat describe them as dis¬ 
turbed men who drink too mm»h 
and are afraid of closing thwr 
eyes because of the nightmares 
that haunt diem. 

The three men grew up in 
small rural Afrikaner communi¬ 
ties and were given regular hid¬ 
ings by their fathers when they 
stepped out of line. They joined 


the police feause theff finnSies 
were too poor (o send foffiB to 
university. 

They appear to befeabtiiQaafy 


and isolated, a psychiatrist said in 
his report. " 


In a statement to foe conmash- 
anm, Groqe sought to justify Ms 

actions as acts of war agaxmt an 

enemy committing terrorist 
crimes against innocent qv ffians 
“ft was necessary, sanctioned 

and approved for the police loose 


Hatred Leaves Shelf 
6f a Man 

The report said Granje, 60, 
learned to regard Hadrc as the 
enemy during the 1970 b when he 
was assigned to what was then 
Rhodesia — now Zimbabwe — 
to help Ian Smith's white minor¬ 
ity government fight black guer¬ 
rillas. 


able m normal tintes,” he said. 

“Rwaanece asaq r to e finanate 
insurgents and activists^, (be¬ 
cause) the justice system was not 

ad equate to deal with the situ¬ 
ation.'’ 

lit his defense, Cronje cited a 
passage from .the auto bio graphy 
ofPn^ideik Nelson Mandehu *Tf 
a man wonted for the service, he 
was prohsldy.bramwa.shad by rtu% 
government’s propa g a nd a He 


*7 thought I was acting in . the national interest, but 
today l am not so sure..J hope this unburdening will 

lend to greater understanding and reconciliation.™ 


“Bad temper, sleeplessness 
and flashbacks began to plague 
him., .he was working himself to 
death,” the report sakL 

It diagnosed Granje, who re¬ 
tired ip 1987 after a heart attack, 
as suffering from severe post- 
traumatic stress and having at dys¬ 
functional personality. 

“After completing theiuvesti- 


woaU have believed we were ter¬ 
rorists... who waited to drive foe 
white man into the sea.” 

Discussing Hechter, die psy¬ 
chiatrist described Him as con¬ 
fused over his identity . 


Police Begin Inquiry 
Into "Snuff" Films 


God’s Servant 
Becomes 


Attorneys Fight 


WJ9 


Simpson’s Possessions 


LOS ANGELES —Former U.S. 
football star O.J. Simpson’s 
Heisman trophy and vehicle are 
among items lawyers are tussling 
over to settle foe $33.5-million 
wrongful death award against 

him. 

His attorneys filed a “claim of 
exemption” request on Monday 
with the Los Angeles County 
sheriffs department to retrieve 
some of Simpson’s poized items 
that were hauled away last week 
from his Brentwood estate. 

Simpson was ordered to 
relinquish his property to satisfy 
the award against him after a civil 
jury in February found him liable 
for the 1994 slashing deaths of 
his ex-wife Nicole Brown 
Simpson and her friend Ron 
Goldman. 

The Brown and Goldman 
families filed foe suit and their 
attorneys meanwhile are fighting 
to gain possession of expensive 
items missing from the batch 
was confiscated last Friday, 
including the coveted football 
trophy and his $65,000 Chevrolet 
Suburban vehicle. 

In a court declaration 
public Monday, Simpson said he 
does not have many of the items 
the plaintiffs are seeking, 
including the trophy and the 
Suburban. 

A lawyer for Fred Goldman, 
foe father of Ron Goldman, said 
he suspects that Simpson's 
attorneys and business manager 
nay be harboring some of foe 
missing high-priced items, 


including the trophy and 
Suburban. 

Attorney Peter Csato is 
seeking an order compelling 
Simpson’s business manager 
Leroy Taft and other third parties 
to appear in court to explain foe 
whereabouts of foe goods. 

In Simpson's court request, 
attorney Ronald Slates said foe 
law allows civil defendants 
facing judgments to retain certain 
household furnishings and 
personal effects seeded for an 
“ordinary and necessary 
standard" of living. 

“The state in its wisdom 
provides that even though you 
may owe money by virtue of a 
judgment, you are entitled to a 
certain basic minimum that you 
can keep,” Slates said. 


(AFP) 

Prisoners to Use 


Teleconferencing 


WASHINGTON — Missouri is 
set to begin a plot project that 
will allow some inmates to use 
“videoconferencing** to 
c ommunica t e with their faudUes 
and attorneys. 

On Tuesday telecommunica¬ 
tions COl&paay Sprint 
it has signed an agreement with 
this midwestern state to install 
teleconferencing equipment in 
force state prisons. 

People wishing to talk with 
inmate s in those prisons 'will 
contac t them from public studios. 

(tnj 


LONDON —The Dutch Justice 
Ministry’has begun an inquiry * 
into allegations that five children 
were killed in pornographic 
“snuff films made by British 
men in Amsterdam, a British 
television report said 
Wednesday. 

* A documentary on ITV 
television quoted a Briton it 
named as “Edward” who 
claimed to have watched five 
films in which young boys were 
sexually abused, tortured and 
then killed. 

“The boys cried and screamed 
— they cried out but I did not 
know in what language,” said 
Edward, who moved to 
Amsterdam in the late 1980s. 

“This was done by people 
who knew people who wanted to 
harm children. This was done as 
a money-making venture. It was 
also done by very highly 
orga ni zed criminals,” he said. 

“The people who wanted 
these tapes to be were 
people who wanted to kill 
children. They wanted the 
memory of it — they wanted to 
see it, they wanted to do it and 
they wanted something to 
remember it by.” 

He added: “I can rentember 
each face separately — I can 
remember diem in detafl.” 

He also said he had shown 
Dutch police a laics near the city 

where foe bodies of foe five boys, 
aged around nine to 11 , had been 

dumped, and a house in 
Amsterdam where be had seen 
the films. 

He claimed foe films had been 

shot on a barge, and in the 
background the sounds of water 
end wildfowl could be heard. 

The program said Dutch and 
British police had both 


interviewed Edward and were 
now investigating his allegations, 
winch centered around a ring of 
British men, including some 
convicted paedophiles, living or 
traveling to Amsterdam. 

British police interviewed an 
foe program said no police force 
in foe world had cprer seen a 
“snuff film, but a'spokesman 
said they were familiar with all 
the men alleged to have taW»n 
part m foe child pornography. 

The program also showed 
extracts from a videotape 
released by Swedish police 
showing the sexual abuse by 
another man, thought to be 
British and called John, of an 
eight-year-old boy called Bjorn. 

(AFP) 

Son Says Father 
Killed Him in 


Executioner 

“During foe day in foe office, 
he is foe ‘just* man, God’s ser¬ 
vant, an Afrikaner formed in foe 

image of his father. 

“hi con tra st is the other per¬ 
sona,, foe. white Afrikaner who 
fights, terrorists by their own 
methods serves as an execu¬ 
tioner to fefend foe country 
■gainst a total onslaught," foe 
psychiatrist wrote. 

He said Hechter became dbR- 


leadere w^o asked ffor God’s 
Messing on foe work *f foe secu¬ 
rity police. 

He realized that he worked for 
foe politicians and that his fade 
was to kffl blacks, day and night, 
the report «id . 


Previous life 


BEIRUT —A Lebanese teenager 
has confessed to patricide but 
said he did it because his father 
had killed him in a previous life. 

Amin Kanj Torbey, a 16-year- 
old Druze resident of foe soufo- 


ft said Mentz’s father was a 
Poor miner, a tyrant who kicked 
and beat him 

Mentz began in standard five 
(seventh school year) to. pull his 
own hair cutinbottcJMi. He still 
does it, sometimes he pnfls half 
his moustache out,” foe report 
said. 

“He is severely distmbed psy¬ 
chologically and is fully dysfunc¬ 
tional... he is so sick that he 
should be hospitalized,” 

A separate report on Mentz by 
a clinical psychologist said he 
suffered repetitive nightmares 


. surren¬ 
dered to foe police after killing 
his father with four shots from a 
hunting rifle, a Beirut newspaper 
said Tuesday. 

Torbey told Judge Awni 
Ramadan he was convinced that 
bis father had killed him in a 
previous life, foe French-lan¬ 
guage L'Orient le Jour said. It 
did not say when the murder oc¬ 
curred. 

The judge asked that a medical 
c ommi ssion examine the teen- 
ager. 

(AFT) 


■wake anxious and covered in 
sweat 

“He should never have be¬ 
come a policeman,” foe psy¬ 
chologist wrote. 

Mentz himself told conunis- 
sioners he still burst into tears 
when he thought about a police 
mid on guerrilla suspects about 
seven years ago in which two 
children were shot d^uf 

“I thought I was acting in foe 
national interest, but today I am 
not so sure...I hope thfc unbur¬ 
dening will lead to greater under¬ 
standing and reconciliation,” he 
(Scan) 
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Food-Borne Infectious 
Diseases on the Rise 


GENEVA — More and more e-coli, which causes bloody 

people are becoming sick from diarrhoea, can be fatal especially 

what they eat because of changing in children and cause abortions in 
eating habits in favor of pro- pregnant women in so me cases, 
prepared food from the Bacterial and food-borne 
supermarket or takeaways, the emerging infectious digraiBpai are 
World Health Organization said on the increase, Klaus Stobr, a 
kstweek- doctor at WHO’s Emergency 

WHO also said at least 30 new. Diseases Unit, told Reuters. - 
infectious diseases with no known People don’t have much time to 

treatment, cure or vaccine had cook thedr own food anymore, 
emerged in fee past two decades Stohr lamented. We are changing 
and Mamed the rapid increase in our habits, 
air travel, growth of mega-cities . 

and inadequate safe water and There is increased demand for 
sawihitiio nr pro-prepared food because we are 

It said smallpox had been getting more mobile and eating on 
eradicated but that diseases such as the run. 

malaria, di phthe ria and yellow Stohr said global statistics for 
fearer were making a comeback in outbreaks of food-borne infectious 
the age of jet travel, slum cities diseases were not available 
and big population movements. became very few countries had 
In a message to mark Monday’s successful surveillance systems. 

World Health Day, WHO said The health food craze was also 

humanity’s ancient battle wife a factor to blame for fee increase 
micr obes bad yet to be won wife in food-borne diseases because 
diseases of the past such as unprocessed food contained less 
pneumonic plague reemerging and preservatives, Stohr said, 

new bacteria and viruses eluding People are turning to uncooked 
modem medicine. food, believing it’s more healthy. 

AIDS emerged as a global But this is'wrong, he said. There 
disaster in fee early 1980s and is a reason why we pasteurize our 

could affect nearly 30 million wriilr — because raw nriHr can be 
adults by 2000, WHO said. Mad contaminated if not treated 
cow disease may be another in the properly, 

making, and also its incurable In 1996, 2.5 billion people 
h uman form, fee brain-wasting crossed international borders 
creutzfddt-jakob disease. aboard commercial flights. 

WHO doctors also noted an Another 25 million people have 
increase in food-borne emerging become refugees and millions 
infectious diseases such as more are migrant workers Hving 
salmonella andeaterobemonhagic abroad. (Rm*t**) 
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Teens Who Had Less Salt as Infants Still 
Have Lower Blood Pressure 


DALLAS—The amount of salt in 
newborns’ diets could affect their 
blood pressure later in life, 
researchers say. 

In the study of 167 Dntcb 
children, those who had been on a 
low-sodium diet daring their first 
six months of life bad lower blood 
pressure 15 years later, compared 
with those who ate a normal 
amount of sodium as infants. 

The researchers, led by 
Johanna M. Geleijnse of Erasmus 
University Medical School in the 
Netherlands, speculated feat salt 
might affect infants* sympathetic 
nervous system, which controls 
fee body’s response to alarm by 
speeding the heart rate and raising 
blood pressure. 

Another possible explanation is 
that hi g h levels of salt in infancy 
could damage immatur e kidneys. 


which in turn could affect blood 
pressure later in life. 

“Environmental exposures in 
utero and in infancy may be more 
important in relation to 
cardiovascular disease than 
exposures in adulthood, as 
’programming* of different 
.systems and organs in the body 
occurs very early in life,” fee 
researchers said. 

The study was published in 
Hypertension , a journal of fee 
American Heart Association. 

“T*m very impressed,” said Dr. 
Norman Kaplan, head of the 
hypertension division at the 
University of Texas southwestern 
medical center at Dallas. “Even 
though it’s not a massive study and 
there's a lot of explanations, it’s 
the first time to my knowledge this 
has been shown in people.” 
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The low-sodium diet in the 
1980 experiment contained 120 
milligrams of sodium per day, 
equivalent to about five-eighths of 
a teaspoon of table salt. The 
normal amount of sodium was 
defined as 330 milligrams per day, 
or about 1 1/2 teaspoons of table 
salt. 

One of the United States' 
best-selling formulas, abbott 
laboratories' similac, contains 27 
milligrams of sodium per 5-ounce 
(147.9 cubic centimeters) serving, 
or 270 milligrams for fee typical 
10 servings per day. Abbott*s 
isomil, a soy formula, contains 44 
milligrams of sodium per serving. 

The research team contacted as 
many as possible of the 466 
children in fee study. Of fee 167 - 
who participated in fee follow-up 
study, 71 had originally been 
assigned to the low-sodium diets 
and 96 to fee normal sodium 
group. 

Researchers measured the 
15-year-olds* blood pressure and 
heart rate. After adjusting for 
height and weight, education, 
mother’s Mood pressure and other 
factors, they found that systolic 
blood pressure - the higher of fee 
two numbers in a blood-pressure 
reading - was 3.6 points lower in 
the low-sodium group than in fee 
normal-sodium group. Diastolic 
blood pressure was 2.2 points 
lower. 

CAP) 

THE BAD NEWS 

Researchers reported the first 
direct link between Mad Cow Dis- 
ease and a fetal brain ailment in 
people. Sick airimab and Human 
victims had fee same biochemical 
patterns in their brains, further 
supporting fee contention feat eat¬ 
ing tainted meat causes fee human 
fflneas- 
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WASHINGTON — Contrary to 
what scientists have long believed, 
the central nervous system has 
stem cells capable of dividing and 
forming other kind of cells, re¬ 
searchers reported recently. 

The finding has potential impli¬ 
cations for people wife parkin- 
son’s disease, spinal cord injury, 
and other central nervous system 
disorders. 

The work appeared in fee Jour¬ 
nal Science , which contains sev¬ 
eral reports on stem cells and their 
potential for regeneration, repair 
and healing. 

Now, Ronald McKay at the Na¬ 
tional Institute of Neurological 
Disorders and Stroke has shown 
that these fundamental cells can be 
grown in culture wife growth fee- 
tors and directed to act like foetal 
cells. 

Although he does not yet know 
the exact chemical signals feat this 
process requires, he has estab¬ 
lished that the adult cells are essen¬ 
tially the same as foetal cells and 
he has identified some proteins 
involved in cell differentiation. 

Scientists' ability to culture 
these cells will enable them to 
study their role in brain develop¬ 
ment and possibly to develop ways 
of replacing injured brain cells. 
This may eventually help treat 
paikmsons and other brain dis¬ 
eases. 

In a separate report in science, 
a team from Allegheny University 
of fee health sciences in Pittsburgh 
focused rat another kind of basic 
cell, known as marrow stromal 
cells, found in bone narrow. 

Bone marrow transplants are 
already used to derive stem cells, 

(Contd On Pg.14) 
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THE ULTIMATE IN HEAL ESTATE 
# 31, MODARRE8 A AFRICA 
JUNCTION 


ISO sq.m f newly 
built, 3 bedrs, ultra 
lux. kitchen, 
ceramicfir., indoor 
pool, sauna & 
Jacuzzi. 



“CHANGE OF ADDRESS” 


WE ARE PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE OUR MAIN OFFICE WILL BE RELOCATED EFFECTIVE FROM 
MARCH 21,1997 TO: 
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OUR NEW OFFICE IN CASPIAN SEA AREA - SARY COMMENCED DUTY EFFECTIVE FROM 
FEBRUARY 1,1997. DETAILS AS FOLLOWS: 
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Embassy of the Hashmite Kingdom of Jordan in Tehran intends 
to sell by a written auction in a closed envelope a Mercedes Benz 
car with the following specifications: 

1992 E200 Mercedes Benz with metallic blue color, original 
aluminum rings, air-conditioned, power steering and power win¬ 
dows adjustable front seats and side mirrors. Applicants have to 
call on the Jordan Embassy located at: No. 147, 4th Alley, Ma- 
hestan St., Phase 1, Shahrak-e Qods, Tehran for 3 days period 
from April 9 (Farvardin 20) to see the mentioned car and to buy 
the related auction form against Rls.50,000. The deadline to de¬ 
liver die said form will be 11 o’clock of April 12 (Farvardin 23). In 
the meantime, advertisement expenses will be paid by the winner 
of the auction, the participants should also attach a guaranty 
check of 10 percent of the total suggested price. 
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The 850 Housing Agency 
8 74 74 74 - 850 850 


A ImiKw] international company Is looking for a female 
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Applicants should have die following profile: 

* Grsasste preferahliy Eccsiozsiics 02 s 

* Esceilest Ezid nagods-feg slkMs 

* 5 vears -5- esrpsrlesce 


* jriuescy in SagHsi 

Interested candidates should send CV quoting 
Sales Administrator to P.O. Box 19395-4318, Tehran 


P-srst Today m 
Xhorramsbahr 

150 sq.m, very 
comfortable, gas, 
lephone, fully fum . 


Fsz One SWeiga foists in Tehran 

Lovely duplex villa with large yard and every facility/ 
huge reception room/ 4 bedrs in Dr. Lavasani, minutes 
from highways and hotels, very reasonable price. 
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Best Buyer of All 
Kinds of Home 
Appliances 
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Farsi, Zsglhth, 
Srcsea-epeciia g 
staff 


G&od Servics Is £hzT ?/Iotzo. 
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INAUGURATION OF E.C.S.L. 

Liner Services to Caspian Sea 

% 

We are proud to announce the inauguration of Europe Caspian 
Sea Line's (E.CS.L.) liner services from all major north 
European/Russian ports to Caspimi Sea ports (viaVolg^i waterways) 
with final destination ports of Anzati and Nowshahr in the I.R. of 
Iran. 

The service will begin its first sailing late April 1997, upon the 
opening of the waterway system. 

Regular sailing with ocean/river vessels from ports in the 
Ham burg-An twerp range, Scandinavia and the UK will be offered , 
on this line. In addition, cargo will be accepted en route to Baku, 
Aktau, Turkmenbashi and for all major Volga river ports. Exclusive 
agents for the line in Iran is: 


BEisig ®sgazi SldMii 


For further details, please contact 
BOS's commercial department: 

Tel: 8744051 - 8756367 
Fax: 8743364 

Tlx: 216566 - 226845 BLUE IR 
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Vote-Theft Accusations 

in Northern Ireland Poll 


BELFAST — For decades vote 
early and vote often was a slyly 
whispered dictum that gave an air 
of jaunty bravado to Northern Ire¬ 
land politics. Kit not any more. 

In die heat of a British election 
crucial to peace hopes and with die 
threat of guerrilla war in the air, 
vote-rigging has died any naive 
glamor it may have T wd . 

It has been very clear for a 
considerable time that the whole 
question of abase of voting is very 
serious in Northern Ireland, says 
nationalist SDLP leader John 
Hume, pointing an accusing finger 
at the ISA's political arm, -Shm 
Fein. .. . 

Everbody knows it- Go and 
check the electoral register as we 
did in a snail area just to demon¬ 
strate it, and look at the results we 
produced. . - 

But Sinn Fein, die SDLP’s rival 
among the region's minority 
Catholics, vehemently denies its 
supporters are involved in vote- 
stealing oar trying to manufacture 
extra votes.* 

The SDLP engages in (his form 
of negative campaigning every 
time there is an election. They 
have yet to produce any evidence 
to s u ppor t the allegation, said Sinn 
Fein's Richard McAuley. 

Hume’s broadside highlighted 
tiie sinister contrast with die elec¬ 
tion campaign under way in the 
rest of Britain. Politics Northern 
Ireland-style are a life and death 
issue. 

In die Mainland's cities and 
shires, the red rosettes of die op¬ 
position Labour Party jostle wife 
die bine of die ruling Conserva¬ 
tives in a bid for national power. 

Northern Ireland’s struggle is 
chiefly between orange and green, 
fee ancient battle colors of Protes¬ 
tant and Catholic. 

Pro-British unionist parties 
fight an unremitting battle for 
votes inside the Protestant nugor- 
ity comnamityaad at fee end of the 
day their so-called unionist family 
ends up wife more parliamentary 
seats than the Irish Catholic mi¬ 
nority. 

Battle for Catholic Vote 

This time a rare battle is being 
waged for the soul of fee Catholic 
minority. Hopes of an electoral 
pact have collapsed. 

The SDLP feces a stiff Shm 
Fern challenge and insults fly. 

My party has revealed evidence 
Of continuing intention to engnga 
in every kind of electoral malprac¬ 
tice, from mu lt ip le registration of 
their (Shm Fein) own members to 
the forging of (voter-identity) 
medical cards to facilitate vote- 
stealing, Hume wrote on February 
20 in Belfast’s Irish news. 

Hume said there had been at¬ 
tempts to intimidate two SDLP 
officials who cany out anti-imper- 
socatiou duties in polling stations 
at each election. There had been 
hypocritical and false allegations 
that the SDLP steals votes. 

Sinn Fein has condemned at¬ 
tacks on two SDLP councillors* 
homes and says Republicans win 
Dot indulge in electoral abuse. 

Senior Sinn Fein official. Mar¬ 
tin McGumness said: The slogan 
‘vote often and vote early* was a 
mam'm long before Sum Fern came 
into electoral politics and it was 
perfected by fee so-called const*- 


fire broken in February 1996. 

Northern Irish Campaigning 
Differs From Mainland 

Northern Ireland's campaign 
climate is vastly different from the 
bread and butter polemics that un¬ 
derpin die hustings haggling of the 


ies. 

Irish Republican Army extrem¬ 
ists, spurning entreaties from 
moderate Catholics and po li tic”! 
leaders London, Dublin and 
Washington, are waging war on 
British rule. 

Election day will see armed po¬ 
lice positioned outside polling sta¬ 
tions. Military patrols complete 
the image of the troubled province 
as a place apart. 

In last May’s province-wide 
elections for a local assembly, a 
polling station in nationalist Lon¬ 
donderry city was turned into a 
riot zone at the end of die day-long 
voting. 

Youths threw petrol bombs and 
rocks at police trying to escort 
ballot-boxes from the statical to a 
central count 

Voting Irregularities Date 
From Partition 

Claims about widespred vote- 
stealing have dogged elections 
fought by Protestant and Catholic 
parties since Britain retained 
Northern Ireland after Irish parti¬ 
tion 75 years ago. 

Arson, street clashes and guer¬ 
rilla conflict in 1969 forced thou¬ 
sands in Belfast to flee burnt-out 
homes to safer areas. 

Widespread postal voting was 
introduced to ease fears among 
Catholics and Protestants that they 
would be intimidated by the other 
side if they returned to their old 
areas to vote. 

. Down die years polling stations 
and my staff in many areas have 
been subjected to stones, petrol 


bombs and the occasional shot 
They and police escorting the bal¬ 
lot boxes have been attacked and 
injured, said chief electoral officer 
Pat Bradley. 

Voting at polling stations is 
overseen by representatives of the 
rival parties who scrutinize elec¬ 
tors before they cast their ballot in 
secret. Since 1985 voters must 
show identity documents but party 
agents may challenge them if in 
- doubt. 

Bradley says he is always con¬ 
cerned far the probity of the elec¬ 
toral system but has no evidence 
of organized personation, al¬ 
though there are signs of postal 
vote malpractice. 

Last May there were allega¬ 
tions erf a seriously high level of 
personation, particularly in re¬ 
spect of west Belfast. 

I was clearly concerned at such 
allegations and asked publicly for 
at least some examples to be given 
to me so that the matter could be 
investigated. .. I still have not re¬ 
ceived a angle example, he told 
Reuters. 

Bradley said names could be 
innocently duplicated on a draft 
register erf voters, but there would 
also be people who would attempt 
to abuse the system. 

It is difficult to say for certain 
whether personation goes on at a 
major scale, said Sydney Elliott, a 
politics lecturer at Queen's Uni¬ 
versity in Belfast But in some 
constituencies fee level of party 
competition is such that in all 
probability old practices 'still re¬ 
main. 

Bradley, who acts as an inde¬ 
pendent monitor in elections in 
foreign trouble-spots, said: I have 
never come across any place 
where there is perfection. I have 
never said there is perfection here. 

(Rmutm) 


Labour Virtually Rule Out 
London Joining Euro by 2002 


LONDON — The opposition 
Labour Party practically ruled out 
Britain's participation in a single 
European currency during the 
yfawTw rfew mfft gov e r n ment if 
it wins die May 1 general election. 

Shadow Foreign Secretary 
Robin Cook told independent 
GMTV television flat “formida¬ 
ble obstacles” stood in the way of 
London’s participation in tire first 
phase of fee amgfe cur¬ 

rency an January 1,1999. 

And he added: “If yon didn't 
join m 1999, it is unlikely you 
would be joining in fee coarse of 
the next P a r liamen t**—due to last 
fiveyears. 

“If you didn't join in 1999, it's 
very difficult to see a gove rnm ent 
that has taken tire decision that 
Britain wasn’t ready in 1999, com¬ 
ing to tire decision feat it would be 
ready by tire year after or tire year 
after that,” raid Code. 

The comm e nts came after Brit¬ 
ish Chancellor Kenneth Clarke 
told a meeting of EU finance min¬ 
isters in tire Netherlands feat a 
delay was being widely crantem- 


However, most countries saw 
their dumra of launching a single 
currency fay January 1999 increase 
after Germany in dicated that it 
would accept a flexible int er preta¬ 
tion of fee qualifying conditions. 

Labour, like the ruling Conser¬ 
vative Party of John Major, have 
pledged that tire matter will go to 
a referendum if tire government of 
tire day decides to join a single 
currency. 

But Cook told tire television: ‘1 
doubt whether any government is 
going to have such a referendum 
immedia tely before a general elec¬ 
tion. 

“So, in the event that Britain 
doesn't join in tire first wave, 
while we will continue to review 
this and look carefully at the fig¬ 
ures, I would have thought fee 
probability is that one is looking 
towards the s u bsequent Parlia¬ 
ment. ** The Conservatives, 
trading to Labour in- pre-election 
opinion polls, have already said 
that it was “highly improbable" 
that Britain would be ready to join 
by 1999. 0 FT) 


Italy Copes With 
Albanian Refugee Influx 


ROME — Though Italy's politi¬ 
cians remain split owes whether to 
send troops for a multinational 
force to Albania, its cities have 
wasted no time in adopting their 
own ways to cope with fee refugee 
flight onto Italian shores. 

While southern cities like Brin¬ 
disi — given its prime location as 
an Adriatic port — were more or 
less forced to open its doors, other 
cities, particularly in fee more af¬ 
fluent north like Milan, refused 
outright to take in anyone. 

Bologna, also in the north, has 
vacillated, but so far kept any refu¬ 
gees away, as has Rimini, the 
northeast seaside resort and a pearl 
of Italian tourism, where city fa¬ 
thers have fanned fears that a refu¬ 
gee influx could damage the 
summer tourist trade. 

Wife 64,000 members, Albani¬ 
ans form Italy's second largest im¬ 
migrant community, after 
Moroccans, with Italy the first 
stop across the Adriatic and long a 
source for blackmarket jobs to 
sqnd hard currency back home. 

Since mid-March, their num¬ 
bers have swollen by another 
13,000 fleeing (he anarchy devast- 
ing what is already Europe's poor¬ 
est nation. 


Rome, which an estimated 
4,000 illegal Albanians already 
call home, has steadfastly refused 
to take any more inside city limits. 

But Rome's Mayor Francesco 
Rutelli has not turned fee southern 
city's back altogether, offering 
“all human and material re¬ 
sources" to help Albanian refu¬ 
gees. Last Thursday, he launched 
a campaign to raise funds for refu¬ 
gee centers in nearby areas. 

Milan, the capital of prosper¬ 
ous Lombardy where the seces¬ 
sionist spirit runs deep, has not 
followed Rome's example. 

“Not a single community bund¬ 
ing or center will be made avail¬ 
able to welcome these people. I 
reaffirm our total blockade against 
allowing any Alb anian refugees 
into Milan,** said Milan Mayor 
Marco Formentmi, a member of 
the Northern League. 

His party, which promotes in¬ 
dependence for fee more industri¬ 
alized north, has insisted feat 
Albanians will bring in disease, 
exploiting racist stereotypes that 
see Albanians as poor, violent and 
delinquent. 

Should Milan be forced to ac¬ 
cept refugees, Formentmi said he 


Italian PHI Prodi’s 
Popularity Hits Low 

more than 1,100 towns and cities, 
including Milan and Turin. 

Asked how they would vote in 
a general election, 45.6 percent of 
respondents said for the freedom 
alliance and 40.8 percent for fee 
Olive Tree. The others were don't 
knows. 

La Stamps said the drop in sup¬ 
port for Prodi and his government 
reflected dissatisfaction over new 
revenue-raising measures brought 
in under a supplementary budget 
announced last month to keep fee 
1997 deficit in Check. 

The 15.5 trillion lire ($93 bil¬ 
lion) package, on top of tax-rais¬ 
ing measures in fee full 1997 
budget, was drawn up to try to 
ensure fee deficit stays within the 
ceiling of three percent required 
for joining Europe's planned sin¬ 
gle currency. 

La Stamps said bickering and 
hesitation in Prodi's alliance over 
fee crisis in Albania had also af¬ 
fected voter opinions. 

It added, however, that a slim 
majority of 50.6 percent approved 
of plans for an Italian-led security 
force for Albania, while 62.9 per¬ 
cent agreed wife fee government 
that Albanian refugees should re¬ 
ceive temporary shelter in Italy. 

(Retrter) 



ROME — Italian Prime Minister 
Romano Prodi's popularity has 
fallen to its lowest level since his 
election victory almost one year 
ago, an opinion poll said. 

The survey among 1,000 Ital¬ 
ians by the explorer group for La 
Stampa newspaper also showed 
fee main opposition center-right 
freedom alliance nearly five per¬ 
centage points ahead of Prodi's 
center-left Olive Tree coalition in 
terms of voter support. 

It showed a 47 percent approval 
rating for Prodi, down from 53 
percent in fee previous survey on 
March 3 and well adrift of a high 
of 68 percent last August 5. 

The government's satisfaction 
rating also dropped, down to 23 
percent from 27 percent and a peak 
of 44 percent last July 1. 

Prodi's coalition won a historic 
general election victory last April 
21 and took office in May as the 
first government to include the left 
since the end of World War II. 

The rival blocs face their first 
major test of popular support since 
last year on April 27 when some 
nine million Italians will be eligi¬ 
ble to vote in local elections in 
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would demand “guarantees to en¬ 
sure proper hygene,” insisting be 
was “expressing the general feet 
mg in Milan." 

An official wife fee Italian Ro¬ 
man Catholic Charity Caritas said 
some of Milan's bad feeling harks 
back to fee first huge Albanian 
exodus to Italy in 1991, after the 
fall of fee hardline communist re¬ 
gime that had kept Albania 
Europe's most isolated nation. 

“The Albanians then had real 
difficulty integrating, with a lot of 
violence and a lot of aggression," 
fee official said. 

Street scenes also fuel hostility. 
The Caritas official said that eve¬ 
ryday Milan residents dodge hun¬ 
dreds of refugee children of 
various origins already begging on 
fee city’s streets and fear an influx 
of Albanians will only add to this. 

To offset the resistance, offi¬ 
cials in Rome and Bologna have 
spearheaded the creation of a team 
within the National Association of 
Italian Cities (ANCI) to try to 
work out a more “homogenous 
distribution** of Albanian re- 


He said 6,000 of the 13,000 
Albanians who arrived in the last 

four weeks are still boused at camp 
grounds or Caritas and Red Cross 
centers in the southern Puglia re¬ 
gion, near die ports of Brindisi and 
Bari where they landed. 

The approaching summer sea¬ 
son adds urgency. Amato Ramon- 
detti, in charge of tourism for fee 
Italian Commerce Confederation, 
estimated feat holiday bookings 
are down 50 percent over last year 
for Pugli and Tuscany in “a direct 
negative effect of fee Albanian cri¬ 
sis.” 

“A handful of cities cannot be 
alone in bearing the moral and 
financial border of receiving refu¬ 
gees," said Anci spokesman Car¬ 
mine Pelicdoni. “We are here to 
say which towns and cities might be 
best adapted to take them in. ” 

Rome’s eagerness over the 
multinational force to Albania — 
which it has offered to command 
and contribute half the 5,000 
troops—is aimed largely at stem¬ 
ming the refugee influx, triggered 
by fee collapse of bogus invest¬ 
ment schemes that touched off an 
armed insurrection in Albania. 

But fee plan hit a new snag 
when fee head of Italy’s rightwing 
opposition, Silvio Berlusconi, 
dropped a bombshell on fee cen¬ 
ter-left government, saying he will 
not back its motion to send Italian 
any troops. 

Meanwhile time is running out. 
France and Spain have already an¬ 
nounced fee imminent departure 
of units for the force, which was 
to have been set up around April 
14. (AFP) 
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Sinn Fein is banned from peace 
s on Northern Ireland's future 
2 the oudawed Irish Repub li- 
Army (IRA) renews a cease- 


Whefaer a sufficient number of 
countries were going to meet fee 
qualifying conditions -would not 
become dear until late this year, 
Clarke said. 
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A man with good commancfing on foreign languages looking for job. 


IF YOU CAN SPEAK ENGLISH 
FLUENTLY, COME AND JOIN 
OUR TEACHING STAFF. 

PAND LANGUAGE INSTITUTE 
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British Cheesemakers Seek Slice 


of French Market 


PARIS — Undeterred by com¬ 
parisons with selling ice to Ant¬ 
arctica or sand to the Arabs, 
British dairy producers are vying 
for a bigger bite of France’s 
cheese market. 

The French are already so 
spoiled for choice, from creamy 
Camemberts to green-veined 
Roqueforts, that late President 
Charles de Gaulle once observed 
that a country producing 246 
cheeses was ungovernable. 

Touting cheeses with names 
I lira S tinkin g Bishop or Cornish 
Yarg, British producers are 
hoping to add to the anarchic 
range of cheese in a land 
convinced it has the world's 
finest cuisine — and widely 
convinced that much British food 
is foul. 

"On the one hand, it’s like 
carrying coals to Newcastle. On 
the other we may have a chance 
because this is a very discerning 
market,” said Stephen Fletcher 
of Ram Hall in England, who 
hopes to export his Tangy Ewe’s 
milk cheeses. 

British producers of cow, 
goat, sheep and even buffalo 
cheese point to the surprise 
success of British retailer Marks 
and Spencer in France —it even 


appointments last year of fashion 
designers John Galliano at 
Christian Dior or Alexander 
McQueen at Givenchy. 


[From Chalk to 
Cheese arc 30 Years 

Michel Roux, a French chef 
who runs one of only four 


fraction of the 1,500 tons of 
French cheese he sold, such as 
Brie, Comte, Beaufort or 
Munster. 

France already consumes 
quantities of foreign cheese such 
as Swiss Gray ere, Greek (and 
sometimes unwittingly Danish) 
Feta, Dutch Edam or Italian 
Parmesan. 


British officials insisted cheese teas not a backdoor may 
ofrehabilitating British cattle in France, ay ear after the 
crisis over mad caw disease led to a worldwide ban on 
British beef exports. 


restaurants in Britain with three 
stars in tire Michelin Guide, the 
gourmet’s bible, said British 
cheeses had improved 
dramatically in recent decades. 

“Thirty years ago in Britain 
there was no good cheese apart 
from Stilton and Cheddar. It all 
tasted like chalk,” he said. 

“But many new British 
cheeses are not gimmicky...if a 
French cheese master put it in his 
shop, he’d hit the jackpot,” he 
said. There’s also a mob factor 
—die French tike to try anything 
that’s British, at least once. 

But he said foreign cheese 


The French are already so spoiled for choice, front 
creamy Camemberts to green^veined Roqueforts, that 
late President Charles de Gaulle once observed that a 
country producing 246 cheeses was ungovernable. 


sells plastic-wrapped fish and 
chips with vinegaT, a typical 
British dish, in France. 

“We sold 125 tons of British 
cheese la& year in our 20 shops,” 
said MS spokeswoman Francoise 
Martin after the launch of the 
cheese export drive at the British 
Embassy. 

The company’s cheese sales, 
mostly Cheddar and Stilton but 

also Cheshire and Red Leicester, 

account for about 75 percent of 
tiny British cheese sales in 
Fiance. 

Britain has had other cultural 
upsets in Paris —including the 


Astro-Net 


\ /be Internet includes hun- 
V'tireds of sites offering astro¬ 
logical goodies and personalized 
horoscopes. Indolink 

(http://www.genius.Det/mdolin 
k/astro/hrsc) is a site which fea¬ 
tures a daily prediction by “An- 
jati” based on the Indian system. 


“Astro.net” is another site 
winch astrology buffs wiD find 
rewarding. It includes a note on 
what horoscope can do for you 
which include: 


producers faced the same 
problem as drink exporters from 
Australia, Chile, South Africa or 
California — the French are 
convinced their products are 
best. 

“Many new world drinks are 
excellent, but the French drink 
their own,” said Roux, who runs 
the Waterside Inn in Berkshire, 
southern England. 

“It makes me a hit side that I 
can’t sell in France,” said Robert 
Pouget, a Frenchman who lives 
in England and now wants to 
export his Oxford Blue Cheese. 
“One problem is that some mass- 
produced French blues aren’t as 
expensive as urine.” 

French pride about cheese — 
hard, gooey, crumbly or smelly 
— stretches back a long way. 


Horoscopes can provide 
personal insight. 


Skeptics and believers alike 
can use the horoscope as a 


exploration of the self. 


Horoscopes have great 
entertainment value, 

providing hours of juicy 
information to talk about. 


Many people appreciate them 

as gifts. 

(CoertcMyTk* 


Pliny the Elder 
Raved About French 
Cheese 

In the first century ad, the 
Roman historian Pliny die Elder 
wrote that the most prized 
cheeses in Rome were from 
Nimes, the Lozere area or 
villages in Gevaudan. Historians 
believe be was referring to the 
ancestors of Cantal and 
Roquefort. 

The problem is the diversity of 
French cheeses, said Christian 
Le gall of Z. Lanqnetot, a 
wholesaler at die giant Rimgis 
Food Market near Paris, who 
won a certificate from die British 
Embassy for selling British 
cheese. 

“Any shop owner who sells 
British or other foreign cheeses 
will have to make space by taking 
away one of their existing 
cheeses. That’s a tough 
decision,” be said. 

He said be sold three tons of 
British cheese last year, a tiny 


But with die notable exception 
of Crumbly Blue Stilton, most 
British cheeses have yet to 
graduate from the mousetrap to 
the French Gourmet’s table. 

Potential candidates for 
export to France include 
Wensleydale — mixed with 
ginger, cranberries or apricots — 
C umb erland, Yorkshire Blue, 
Tiskey Meadow, Sage Derby, 
Double Gloucester or Cheddar. 

British officials insisted 
cheese was not a backdoor way 
of rehabilitating British cattle in 
France, a year after the crisis 
over mad cow disease led to a 

worldwide ban an British beef 
exports. 

Dairy products have not been 
tied to the fetal brain disease. 

Cheese has been made at least 
since the Stone Age in Britain. & 
got a boost from Cistercian 
monks who introduced their 
techniques about 1,000 years ago 
— from France. 




IBM Enters 
Digital TV Sector 


LAS VEGAS —IBM on Mon¬ 
day announced its entry into die 
digital television sector, raying 
its “Logicast” would give view¬ 
ers some of the benefits of digital 
TV without buying a new set. 

“IBM logicast enables view¬ 
ers to enjoy many of the benefits 
of digital television without hav¬ 
ing to buy a new digital TV. hr 
addition, Logicast can be used by 
toe industry for toe transition to 
high definition television 
(HDTV),” IBM said in a state¬ 
ment 

The announcement came here 
during toe convention of toe Na¬ 
tional Association of Broadcast¬ 


ers. 


“The IBM Logicast solution 
provides an environment for in¬ 
troducing new services without 
toe significant investment and 
risk of interactive television or 
video-on-demand systems,” said 
William Beckmann, vice presi¬ 
dent of IBM Video Enabled So¬ 
lutions. 

IBM said it had already in¬ 
stalled a digital television broad¬ 
casting system for an Italian 
cable system. 

The market for digital televi¬ 
sion is expected to take off start¬ 
ing in 1998, when Washington 
will approve digital broadcast¬ 
ing. 

IBM feces competition in toe 
sector from electronic companies 
such as Sony and computer com¬ 
panies like Hewlett-Packard. 

(AFP) 



TSURU, japan (Files): The prototype of the newly developed test model of superconducting magnetically 
levitated Unear motor car "Magrev" speeds during the first test run in a file photo in Tsuru, Yamasashi 
Prefecture. The test ran took phee on April 4. The test modeled the linear motor trahi of Central Japan 
Railway Go. is scheduled to reach ib speed at 550 Idkxneters per boor within the year, becoming the 
fastest train in the world. 

_ (AFP PHOTO) 


Briton Travels at the Speed of 
Nature , by Horse 


LONDON — Eight years ago 
James Greenwood, an old 
Etonian with a degree in social 
sciences, left a bu dding financial 
career in too city of London and 
set out to travel around the wodd 
on horseback. 

Starting from Buenos Aires, 


Greenwood grew up among 
horses, in toe co un t r yside of 
so u th w est England. At 15, bis 
grandfather gave him a book by 
A- F. Tschrffoiy, who rode from 
Buenos Aires to Washington 
mom than 50 yearn ago. 

Of all Ms ad oles ce nt dreams. 


Man base in Afghanistan occur- 


eminent. 

Greenwood Rarely 
Pays for Shelter 

Sleeping in the open, ini tent, 
in palaces, in govemmea 


Horses are nomadic creatures and, with the proper 
care, they thrive on trips like this, he says. Hie ones he 
Las used so far—around 15—have all been found safe 

homes aft erw a r ds. 


his travels have so far taken him 
across South America—Argen¬ 
tina, Bolivia and Fern — and 
through Japan, Malaysia, India, 
Pakistan, Afghanistan, Iran and 
Turkey. 

to April, be started the last leg 
from Istanbul to London. 

Once he gets borne, he be¬ 
lieves he’ll be toe first man to 
have circled the globe on horse¬ 
back. 

“You could really do it fester, 
in a quarter of that time, tat I 
don’t think there's any point,” he 
said in an interview. 

“I like to spend a lot of time 
choosing my horses. I like to 
spend time in a country, meeting 
people and learning about them, 
so Tm very, very stow.” 

Tta various stages ofhk jour¬ 
ney are interspersed with periods 
in England where be painstak¬ 
ingly nr pnwiM the next section 
of Ids trip. He also takes time out 
to write and lecture because you 
need a break. 

Greenwood’s global ride is 
partly sponsored by the Interna¬ 
tional League for the Protection 
of Horses (ILPH), an animal wel¬ 
fare organization. 

As progress makes hocses dis¬ 
posable, many breeds are in (for¬ 
ger of extinction. Many others 
are neglected or mistreated for a 
variety of reasons, including cul¬ 
tural and religious ooes. 

Book Inspired 
Journey Around 
World 


that was tfe one which captured 

hh"- Traveling east to west, with 
toe sun behind him. Iris route 
around (be wodd has been de¬ 
signed on two p rincip les — 
which places interested him and 
where there was water for toe 


*T really worry more about 
toe homes tore I do about my¬ 
self,” he said. “Because if they 
go wrong, file whale trip goes 
wrong.” 


houses, huts, sheds, he very 
rarely pays and has toared fan 
deeping qu a r tern wi t h all sorts of 
creatures. 

A lot of money is spent an 
gram for toe tames, bm he has 
been forced to live on water alone 
for several days. 

One mght, when crossing toe 
P eruvian countryside, he and his 
horses were sheltered by toe local 
priest, who told Gree n wo od to 
make himself at home. 

Thirsty and hunger as he was, 
foe Briton had several cups of tea 
and s t af fed himself with some 
small biscuits be found, with but¬ 
ter and jam. 

On returning, bis boat sat in 
front of him and w "i M- “to all 
my 30 years. I’ve never seen any- 


The various stages of his journey are interspersed with 
periods in England where km painstakingly organizes 
the next section of his trip. Be also takes thus out to 

write and lecture because yam need a break. 


His initial 35 kg (77 lbs) of 
luggage has been cut down to a 
mere three (6.6), inducting a vet¬ 
erinary kit and shoeing equip- 


Local wisdom has also proved 
effective. Hire the poisonous 
snake pickled in sake which 
proved an effective overnight 
cure for his very lame horse m 
Japan. Also good for coughs, be 
tried it himself to see v^iat it was 
like. 

“I have been frightened by 
man, tonified by dements,” rays 
Greenwood. He survived a 
bombing raid in Kabul and a 
strike of lightning which inaner¬ 
ated a tree near his tent. 

‘The base is so heavily mined 
that I had to take a guide to show 
me where I could pee safely,” he 
wrote in his diary at an old Rus- 


bodjy taJPy communion wafers as 
much as you,” he! said. 

Greoxwood was 24 when be 
started. He is now 32, married 
ad with a young child. 

“Sometimes I like to ask my¬ 
self: why axe you doing ton? I 

(hwA- it’s imp ort an t to question 
yourself about it 

“But so fer, I don’t do it be¬ 
cause I said I was going to. I do 

itbecanBel waadto, becanselcan 

both give and receive through it. 

Horses are nomadic creatures 
and, with toe proper care, they 
thrive an trips like this, he says- 
The ones he has used ao fer 
around 15—have all been found 
safe homes afterwards. 

The last one, A nt a ar, m et h to 
in Istanbul and Greenwood hopes 
to trice him toTsngfand. 
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DAR ES SALAAM — Neariy 
four miUiofl people in T annum 
are threatened with stamatinw mH 
138,765 tons of cereals ere needed 
to feed them before die next 
harvest in September, President 
Benjamin Mkapa said. 

In a radio and television 
address late Monday, MlrqM «irf 
his government would nwfe sore 
(bat emergency food aid readied 
people in affected areas. 

The most hard-hit regions 
include, Arusha, Mu*, Mwanza, 
Shmyanga and SmpHa in nn y * , 
foe Indian Ocean coastal strip, 
villages around die central city of 
Dodoma, die Kil imanj ar o area 
and the soufowestemprovzace of 

Tindt- 

“Imtial reports mdkarte that 
3,920,563 people, representing 
14.2 percent of all Tanzanians, 
face food shortages”, Mkapa 
said. 

The government has ordered 
the distribution of 10,000 tons of 
maize from the national strategic 
grain reserve to affected areas, be 
added. 

The famine has been caused by 
a long period of draught, which 


mfyr. 

mr . 
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Agencies Work to Feed and 
Repatriate Rwandan Refugees 




ended about two weds ago with 
foe onset of torrential rams. The 


rains have caused floods in many 
parts of the country and have 


Bangladesh Tribals 
Return to Warm Welcome 


RAMGARH, Bangladesh—After 
a musical send-off in India, 
Bangladeshi tribespeople are 
returning home to a warm 
welcome following more than 10 
years of self-exile. - 

Despite the hoopla, the 
prospect of returning to their 
homes in Bangladesh’s 
war-wracked Chittagong Hill 
tracts has made many refugees 
apprehensive. 

I am not sure what will happen 
once we go back, said refugee 
Sharan Kumar, speaking at 
Ramgarh village near Lidia’s 
northeast Tripura state. 

I am driven by nostalgia. 
People (in Tripura) were so 
friendly and helpful, said another 
returnee at Ramgarh. which 
serves as a border transit point. 

Bang ladesh completed foe first 
phase of taking back up to 50,000 
tribal refugees who fled toTripora 
state to escape an insurrection by 
Shanti R ah ini rebels. The refugees 
began on March 28. 

About 6,700 refugees were to 
return in foe first phase, officials 
said. 

The second phase will begin a 
month later so refugee leaders can 
visit the lull tracts to see how the 
rehabilitation is progressing. 

The Shantis began the 
insurgency in 1973 to gain 
autonomy for the rugged 5,500 
sq-miJe (14,200 sq-km) hill tracts 
bordering India and Burma. 

More than 8,500 rebels, 
government soldiers and civilians 
have been killed in the fighting, 
according to official figures. 

Mixed Feelings Among 
Returnees 

Although it meant they could 
return home after more than 10 
years in Indian camps, the 
refugees bad mixed feelings. 

I am delighted to be back 
home. Now I wish to live in 
peace, which of course remains to 
be seen, said Aongju Mama. 

Warm farewells have been 
given daily to departing refugees 
on the Indian side at Kafoalchhari, 
a village on foe bank of die Fem 
River. The river flows between 


Tripura and Khagrachhari, one of 
three bill tracts districts. 

Baidyanafo Majumdar, deputy 
chief minis ter of Tripura, and 
several of his colleagues attended 
foe initial farewell on March 28, 
in winch local residents sang and 
danced the homeward-bound 
tribespeople an their way. 

Bade in Bangladesh, they were 
welcomed with nationalist songs 
played over loudspeakers. Come 
home and give us a hand in 
development of foe country where 
we all belong, one song said. 

Thousands of people gathered 
(m both sides of foe river to 
witness foe homecoming. 

Yet an atmosphere of gloom 
hung over foe waiting camp set up 
atKafoalcbhari for returnees, add 
a few women cried. 

Promises of Good Treatment 

Tripura officials, including 
district magistrate K. Rajeswar 
Rao, said they believed foe 
returnees would be well-treated 
and properly rehabilitated in 
Bangladesh. 

I am convinced things will turn 
out nicely for them, Rao told 
reporters. 

Bangladesh's parliamentary 
chief Whip Abul Hasanat 
Abdullah, head of foe 


Repatriation Committee, said: 
There is nothing to worry about 
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina is 
herself very keen for peaceful 
return of foe refugees, and rite is 
taking bold steps to restore peace 
in foe hill tracts. 

He referred to recent talks 
between the government and the 
Parbatya ; Chattagram 
Janasanghati. Samity (PCJSS), 
political wing of the Shanti 
Bahmi, in Dhaka. 

Further talks are due soon, 
officials said. 

The main sticking point is the 
PCJSS’s demand for the expulsion 
of some 300,000 
, Bengali-speaking settlers who 
have moved into foe hill tracts, 
officials said. 

The government has so far 
refused to budge on foe issue and 
is also reluctant to pull out all 
troops from the region. 

Officials said Bangladesh 
needed to keep some military 
garrisons in the hill tracts 
although it might eventually agree 
to close down most of the area’s 
500 army camps. 

A settlement of the h HI tracts 
dispute would make the army 
most happy, said a senior military 
officer in foe region. (fUmUr) 


Chinese Vice Premier Urges Shift 
From Exam-Based Education 


BEIJING — Chinese Vice 
Premier Li Lanquig has urged foe 
country’s education sector to shift 
away from its traditional reliance 
og examinations as foe sole judge 
of performance. . . 

Chinese schools should seek to 
produce students of high quality, 
rather than those who are good at 
taking exams but lack all-round 
abilities, Li was quoted as saying 
by foe Xinhua news agency on 
Wednesday. 

‘This is an issue of more than 
just educational skills,” Li said 
during a tour of eastern China. 

“It’s an issue of the guiding 


policy of education, and an issue 
that has a significant bearing on 
the future of the country,” he 
added. 

China’s reliance on exams 
stretches back more than 1,300 
years to" the Sui Dynasty 
(589-618), which introduced the 
imperial examination system, 
under winch young men seeking 
to work in government would 
descend on foe capital once a year 
to compete for posts. 

Then, as now, the emphasis 
was on a student’s ability to learn 
texts by rote and then reproduce 
them under exam conditions. 


hindered relief food distribution 
efforts. (AFP) 


NAIROBI — Humanitarian aid 
agencies dug to help up to 100,000 
Rwandan refugees return home, 
but said large-scale repatriation 
would likely not start for another 
week. 

Despite teething problems with 
the operation — an aid truck 
carrying food was looted late 
Monday — emergency aid is 
slowly getting to those who need 
it most. 

Two planes landed Monday in 
the rebel-held northeast city of 
Kisangani with a total of 35 tons 
of food for 80-100,000 refugees 
camped out on the road and 
railway line south. 

The deliveries included 
protein-enriched food for those in 
the worst health, with scores of 
people dying daily after 
wandering through foe Zairean 
forests for six months ahead of foe 
rebel onslaught. 

UN High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR) spokesman 
Paul Stromberg said a truck 
belonging to the World Food 
Program was -looted by local 
people while taking protein 



ISLAMABAD — UN 
Secretary-General Kofi Annan 
held his first meeting with his 
appointed peace mediator for 
Afghans tan and gave his “full 
support” to the special envoy’s 
mission, UN officials said. 

Annan was briefed by mediator 
Noihert Holl in New Delhi on foe 
political and military situation in 
Afghanistan and discussed how 
the peace efforts could be 
strengthened, they said. 

Annan assured his “full 
support to foe UN peace mission 
and the measures that can 
strengthen its efforts,” a 
statement issued from the special 
mission’s office here said. 

Holl, who returned here after 
foe meeting, waa due to leave 
Wednesday for New York for a 




series of meetings with senior UN 
officials and to brief the UN 
Security Council on April 14 on 
Afghanistan. 

He will also address a meeting 
in New York of 21 countries with 
interest and influence in the 
war-tom state and hold bilateral 
consultations with their 
governments. 

He will lata- visit geneva to 
address a meeting there on April 
21 of donor countries which make 
up an Afghan support group and 
also hold consultations with. UN 
humanitarian c ommis sioner for 
refugees and other UN officials. 

Holl will return to foe region 
on April 25 to continue his 
mission aimed at ending the 
fictions! war in Afghanistan. 

0FF) 


biscuits and enriched milk to 
camps in the area. 

“We lost foe consignment but 
no one was hurt,” he said by 
telephone, adding that rebel 
solideis later searched the area 
and got some of die milk bade. 

“We’re setting up a system to 
also belp the local population,” he 
.said, as they sometimes 
“resented” all the aid going to 
Rwandans. 

Problems had also arisen with 
local fanners whose fields had 
been raided, he added, and a 
system of compensation may be 
setup. 

The repatriation operation is 
one of the biggest ever undertaken 
by the UN refugee agency. Reb&F 
leader Laurent Kabila gave his 
permission for it at the weekend 
only after intense international 
pressure. 

WFP officials have said they 
have three planes which could be 
used to fly a total of 500 refugees 
home a day. 

Brenda Barton, the WFP 
spokeswoman in Nairobi, said 
they could fly with aid to 
Kisangani, and return with 
refugees to Bukavu or Goma — 
two towns that lie on the border 
with Rwanda — or to the 
Rwandan capital Kigali itself. 

Trains and lorries are also 
being used to take food to the 
refugees south of Kisangani 

Stromberg indicated dial die 
repatriation process itself could 
start at die weekend, but he said it 
needed “another week to 10 days” 
before it could begin. 

Selection for the first 
planeloads of refugees to be 
repatriated to Rwanda was based 
on medical grounds, be said. The 
operation itself could last two to 
three months. 

Stromberg said 96 refugees 
died at foe Kasese and Biaro 
camps which shelter 50,000 and 
30.000 refugees respectively. The 
number of deaths, mainly from 
malnutri tion, had stood Sunday at 
180 in the two camps. 

The UN refugee agency had 
warned last week that large 
numbers of refugees were dying 
of hunger, exhaustion and 
disease. (AFP) 


Romanian University Offers 
Teaching in Hungarian 


BUCHAREST — The largest 
university in Romania's 

Transylvania region said it was 

wining to offer courses in all 
disciplines in Hungarian language, 
ending a restriction long viewed as 
discriminatory by foe country’s 
large Hungarian minority. 

An academic commission at 
foe Babes-Bolyai University in 
Chg, Transylvania, said it would 
offer courses in H u n gari a n and 
German ifRomania’s new centrist 
government first introduced 
legislation authorizing university 
tftaching in languages other than 
Romanian. 

We have proclaimed our 
university multi-cultural, 
allowing instruction in Ro mani a n , 
Hungarian and German, Rector 
Andrei Marga said. 

A ruling by foe commission 
faiH foe university’s 18 faculties 
would have full autonomy to offer 
instruction in the languages they 
chose. 

About 2,800 of 14,700 


students enrolled at Babes-Bolyai 
are ethnic Hungarians. Inst ova 
half take courses in theology and 
Hungarian literature in their 
mother tongue, permitted under 
Romania’s restrictive 1995 
post-communist language laws. 

Romania’s e thnic Hungarians ^ 
accounting for 1.6 million of a 
population of 23 million, 
complain of discrimination in both 
the communist era and in foe 
seven years following the 
overthrow of dictator Nicolae 
Ceausescu. 

Most live. in “Transylvania, 
only reclaimed by Romania from 
foe defunct Austro-Hungarian 
Empire in 1918. 

Ethnic Germans, 

800,000-strong before World 
War II, now number no more than 
90,000 after mass emigration, 
including purchases per head by 
foe German government of people 
wishing to leave under 
Ceausescn’s autocratic rule. 


Last year Romania signed a 
treaty with Hungary intended to 
end longstanding suspicions 
between foe two neighbors. 

The election last year of a 
centrist Parliament and President 
Emil Constantinescu, ending 
seven years of rule by 
ex-communists, has further 
improved ties. Two ethnic 
Hungarians were given ministries 
for the first time. 

Prime Minister Victor 
Ciorbea, a native of Transylvania, 
pledged during a visit to Budapest 
last month to press for new 
legislation to improve Hungarian 
language rights. ouutMr} 
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"Covering 4,000 kilometers 
wife - a-camera in hand, in a 
countiy who insists to administer 
its unique foreign and domestic 
policy, is so attractive. Iran is 
now making logical efforts in its 
relations with the world and it is 
still safeguarding its moral, 
spiritual and religious ideals with 
sovereignty. 

Generally speaking, Iran is a 
country of delightful nature with 
breathtaking tourist attractions. 

This ancient ^vast country, 
enclosed like a gem among 
Turkey, Afghanistan, Pakistan, 
Iraq, ... is a fabulous country 
brightening die whole region. 

One could witness 
juxtaposition of fantastic colors: 
the blue blue sky, green green 
land, white and brown hills and 
colorful cities. Even the deserts in 
Iran, manifest their own beauty. 

Still there are numerous signs 
of ancient Persia. Adobe 
structures, used at the times before 
Christ, are seen everywhere. They 
bake clay in open furnaces to make 
bricks. 

' When you walk in the streets and 
alleys, colorful fruits peering from 
over the walls reveal the rich 
blessings of God in this land. People 
in Iran buy fruits in several kilos, in 
packets. Fruit consumption rate in 
Iran is very high. 


Iran is one of those countries in 
which people love to live near each 
other in peace. They pay attention 
to the problems of their neighbors. 
They treat their neighbors as 
members of their families. 

The mosques play a pivotal role 
in the Iranian life. In spite of their 
simple structure, the mosques in 
Iran have always been important, 
colorful and a place to refine one's 
inner being. They are mostly 
adorned with colorful ceramic 
works and is kept, washed and 
cleaned by a man or woman who 
has a place to live m die mosque. 

Water and Worship 

In plateaus, where there is a 
water spring or a water well, 
nomadic people gather together to 
make their living. They prepare 
everything themselves: a perfect 
example of self-sufficiency. 

Water and worship are the 
essence of life in a proud and 
fantastic country who has 
inherited a rich culture. 

The pages of history in this 
country reveal great events as 
tumults, wars and invasions of 
great emperors, victories, etc.. 

Artists, warriors, war 
engineers in this country, have 
been responsible for 
redevelopment of Persia after 



Tckran Times Service 

TEHRAN — With its rich historical monuments, well 
maintained and protected, Italy is one of those countries visited 
by millions of tourists each year. The crisis-striken economy of 
this country turns on the tourism income. 

Due to the importance of tourism industry in today's world, 
Italian view on tourism of a country cannot be easily neglected. 

Iran and Italy have long enjoyed friendly relations. The 
following is a report bom the Journal of Tourism published by 
Research Center of Tourism Industry. The report, in turn, is 
qhoted from the I Lilian Si Magazine. 

It seems that the writer of the report is well familiar with the 
Iranian civilization and culture. Studying the history of Iran and 
visiting this country, the writer gets acquainted with the political, 
cultural, economic and tourist affairs of this Islamic country. 

His report sparks a positive attitude in European's mind 
toward Iran. Due to the recent subversive propaganda against 
Iran launched by some European and Western countries 
specially the United States, publication of such reports in an 
Italian magazine may prove to be of great importance. It is an 
indicative of the foot that Iran is the land of beauty, peace and a 
reliable country for international investments. 
t _ _... 
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bloody wars. 

Iran is surrounded by ranges of 
mountains, the highest ones in the 
heart of Asia which connect east 
and west. 

Intercity roads, with reliable 
security, pass from among vast 
plateaus, forests, deserts, to give 
access to fabulous and historical 
cities as Isfahan, Shiraz, or some 
religious cities as Qom and 
Mashhad. 

Knowing the above mentioned 
blessings we come to the fact that 
Iran is a peaceful and fascinating 
country — specially at a tune 
when it is gaining unique 
experiences in politics and 
religion. 

Perhaps, hostile countries 
would better know and understand 
Iran and do not make sanctions 
against this countiy. It is a matter 
of great surprise for the world that 
almost 19 years after the 
culmination of Islamic Revolution 
in Iran, millions of people give 
their lives to the revolution of die 
late supreme leader Imam 
Khomeini. 

Western countries should 
understand the governing 
mechanisms in Iran to enjoy 
friendly relations with a country 
whose founder of revolution, we 
believe, was the leader of Islamic 
world in the present century. 

If we accept pur mistakes and 
avoid anti-Iran presuppositions, a 
bright future will await in the 
relations with this bright and 
powerful Middle East countiy. 

During a 17-day visit to Iran, I 
discovered die truth about Iran and 
the feet that so far we have paid 
attention to such matters in the 
region as terrorism, security 
services. Middle East 


trouble-makers, religious 
activists, etc. all in vain. On the 
opposite, we could think of people 
in Iran who favor nothing but 
fulfillment of justice on earth. 

The very short trip helped os 
know Iran better and clear the 
mind of adverse presuppositions 
against this countiy. 

As in the case of women's 
right, I should confess they are 
Freely active in different sectors of 
society. 

We have no right to blame a 
country which is loyal to its 
Islamic principles. Once this 
country was filled with royal 
families, today it is filled with 
morality and the underprivileged 
strata are paid much attention. 

The new Islamic governing 
system in Iran has taken 
eye-catching positive steps in 
international and national levels. 
This country is moving toward 
perfection in every field. A bright 

future is ahead for Iran. 

Let us not hurry in our 
judgements, not judge upon 
subversive presupposition on Iran 
and study this country in a visit 
among hospitable people whose 
hospitality and belief are crystal 
clear.” 


On Amazement 


j^ud still they gazed, and 
the wonder grew. 
That one small head could 
cany all he knew. 

OLIVER GOLDSMITH 
Tha Desmrted VSBagm 
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My Lord! My Lord! My Lord! 

My Allah! My Master! My Protector! 

Owner of my bondage! 

O He in whose Hand is my forelock! 

O He who knows my affliction and my misery! 

O He who is aware of my poverty and indigence! 

My Lord! My Lord! My Lord! 

I ask Yon by Your Truth, Your Holiness and 
the greatest of Your Attributes and Names, 
that You make my tunes in the night and 
the day inhabited by Your r g n e m l w a ***•*■ and 
joined to Your service 
and my acts acceptable to You, 
so that my acts and my prayers 
may all be a single litany and 
my occupation with Your service everlasting. 

My Master! O He upon whom I depend! 

O He to whom I complain of my states! 


(Sculptor S^Lrreded Softer ^Si^oman 
^^ccogmzes ^J)ead < ^7!Zans 


LONDON — A British sculptor 
who uses human corpses from 
which to mould his works has been 
arrested on suspicion of body- 

AmatureArtUsts 
Pay Homage to Late 
Imam Khomeini 

Tehran Timas Service 

-TEHRAN —.Participants in the 
. 2nd International Young Cinema 
Festival paid tribute to the 

Father of the Islamic 
Revolution, the Late Imam 
Khomeini, here on Tuesday 
afternoon coincided with the 
martyrdom anniversary of Imam 
Mohammad Taghi (AS), the 9th 
Imam of the Infallible Household 
of the Prophet Mohammad (S). 

The participants in the Young 
Cinema festival, the 14th of its 
kind in National level, attending in 
the mausoleum of the late Tmann 
Khomeini renewed their 
allegiance with the ideals of the 
Islamic Revolution. 

The mass of 1,200 art students 
gathered to enhance the spiritual 
relation between art, love and 
religion. They promised to stand 
against the Western cultural 
assault and devote their time and 
energy to the sublime Islamic 
values. 

The managing director of the 
festival, Mohammad Hossein 
Soufi was also present in the 
ceremony. At the end of the 
ceremony the participants 
mourned for Imam Taghi (AS) and 
held evening congregational 
prayer. 

The festival is to conclude its 
work today. 


snatching and holding secret buri¬ 
als after a woman recognized a 
friend's fine in an art show, police 
confirmed here Wednesday. 

Anthony-Noel Kelly, whose 
work has been hailed by Prince 
Charles, is r eporte d to use tin 
heads, torsos and feet of dead peo¬ 
ple to mould plaster casts, which 
he then fills wife glass-fiber and 
gilds wife silver or gold. 

After press coverage of his 
technique, a police spokesman 
said a specialist government offi¬ 
cer known as her majesty’s inspec¬ 
tor of anatomy decided to 
investigate the 41-year-old artist, 
who works at fee Prince of Wales’ 
Institu te of Architecture in central 
London. 

Later at an exhibition in north 
London, a viewer was shocked to 
recognize fee face of a deceased 
friend in a 4,500 pound (7,000 
dollar) bust where part of the baam 
had been cut away. 

The police became involved 
and Kelly was later arrested on 
suspicion of “theft and unauthor¬ 
ized burying of bodies,” the 
spokesman for Scotland Yard said 
Wednesday. 

The spokesman added that a 
number of body parts had also 
been found at two addresses, one 
in southwest London and the other 
in Kent, in southeast Fii gbnii. 

(AFP) T 
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WORLD IN HIGHLIGHT 


Wednesday, April 2 




Italian, Albanian 
Leaders Meet on 
Rebel Territory 


Q& 



and Albanian lead- 
' held surprise, tigfatly- 
guarded, talks in a rebel-held 
Albanian town and re affir med 
plans for an Italian-led force of 
about 5,000 men to protect aid to 
the ehanrir Baltin State. 

Cambodia PM 
Presses for 
Independent Blast 
Inquiry 

Pmbodian co-premier 
'Prince Norodom 
Ranariddh called for an inde¬ 
pendent investigation of a deadly 
weekend grenade attack, saying 
be did not trust an Interior Minis¬ 
try inquiry. 

French Doctors 9 
Strike Widens, But 
Talks Planned 

lior doctors widened 
their three-week-old 
: in French hospitals prompt¬ 
ing the government to restart talks 
with the protesters. - 

Clashes Flare After 
Russia, Belarus 
Sign Treaty 



'S0QSS* 
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and Belarus signed 
scaled-down union 
treaty which relieved wary liber¬ 
als in Moscow but provoked 
clashes between police and pro¬ 
testers in the Belarussian capital- 


Say, April 2 



Earthquake in 
Southern Japan 
Injures Four 

earthquake 
SS an foe 
Richter scale shook Japan's 
southern island of Kyushu 
injuring at least four people and 
causing landslides in foe region. 

S. Africa, UN 
Officials Meet 
Ahead of Zaire 
Talks 

African and UN 
officials met m Pretoria to 
wrap up arrangements for the 
first Tfwriwg between leaders of 
Zair e's warring factions, a 
spokesman sakL 

fndep* April 4 

Mobutu Counters 
Tshisekedi in New 
Zairean Standoff 


sideat Mobutu Ses© 
Seko disagreed wifo new 
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Prime Minister Etienne 
Tshisekedi over a transitional 
constitution, underlining their 
dif fe ren ces only 48 hoars after 
foe premier took over. 

Protestors Stage 
Rally Against Bill 
to Support U.S. 
Bases in Okinawa 

\ *, 41 



^.fNycrowd of 70 demon- 
NriXjt«rators stagged a rally 
in Tokyo against a gov- 
emnent hOl which plans to allow 
U.S. forces to stay an Okinawa 
land after leases expire in May. 

Israel Prevents 
Palestinian 
Pilgrims From 
Going to Mecca 



. ^rael has turned hade 37 
Palestinians trying to 
leave foe. Gaza Strip to make foe 
Muslim pilgrimage to Mecca, de¬ 
taining (me person, a Palestinian 
official said. • 


S-Aui'z-. ■ 


Rebels Say Near, 
but Haven’t Taken 
Diamond City 




rebels said they were just 
mtside .the heart of 
Tatra's diamond capital, and rep¬ 
resentatives of foe g o wnma s 
and insurgents met for foeor find 
direct peace hlh. 

NAM Keeps 
Afghan Talebans 
Out of Delhi 
Conference 

Gonforance 

__ „ jf foe Non-Aligned 
Movenient (NAM) said Tale- 
tal rnffitia which controls Af- 
^xanistaahad no legitimate right 
' to attend such meetings. 



Colombia Prisoners 
Release Girl, 
Negotiations Begin 
to End Takeover 




panicked pleas by 
‘mother and at a me¬ 
diator's insistence, have 

released a 14-year-old girl who 
had been taken hostage m a prison 
revolt that entered its third day. 





UN Prepares 
Airlift for Hutu 
Refugees, Zaire 
Peace Talks Move 
to Secret S. African 
Location 

refugee officials began 
-ganizing an airlift of up 
to 100,000 Rwandan Hutu refu¬ 
gees stranded in foe Zaire jungle, 
after foe leader of Zaire's advanc¬ 
ing for foe flights. 

Warring Afghan 
Factions Declare 
Cease-Fire 


ival Afghan factions 
i declared a truce to 
allow a UN-led polio vaccination 
campaign to go ahead, aid offi¬ 
cials announced. 



S. Korea’s Hanbo 
Chief Admits Political 
Payments 



founder of South Ko- 
rea's troubled Hanbo 
Group, in dramatic testimony 
broadcast live from Seoul jail, 
told a parliamentary inquiry be 
had donated money to President 
Kim Young-Sam’s election cam¬ 
paign. 


Non-Aligned 
Movement _ 
Conference Opens 

Seretary-General Kofi 
C/0 Annan told members of 
the Non-Aligned Movement 
(NAM) Conference that he 
backed their demands for change 
within the United Nations. 

Zairean Parliament 
Calls Off PM 
Ouster Debate 


(e Zairean Parliament 
called off a meeting at 
which it was to discuss foe desti¬ 
tution of Prime Minister Etienne 
Tshisekedi, parliamentary 
sources said. 







Settler Kills 
Palestinian in 


Al-KhaUl 


GS<fc 


Israeli settler foot and 
a Palestinian as 
new violence flared after a meeting 
between Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu and U.S. President Bill 
Clinton felled to end the crisis in 
foe peace process. 


IRW I A HIGHLIGHT 


Iran Backs 
Islamic Unity 

an's Foreign Ministry 
announced that the Is¬ 
lamic Republic is satisfied with 
tte recent stance taken by foe 
Arab League a g a ins t foe hud 
regime's thre atening policies and 
backs foe Tdamie Unity (among 
Muslim countries). 


Head of Iranian 
Hajj Pilgrims 
Meets Pakistani 


Pilgrims 


G0& 


number of Pakistani 
ilema and pilgrims 
called on Iran's Amir-al-Haaj, 
Hqjjatoleslam Mohammad Mo¬ 
hammad! Reyshahri and ex¬ 
changed views on Islamic unity. 


Human Rights 
Report Smells of 
Antigonism of 
Islamic Values 

--foreign Ministry Spokes- 
man Mahmoud Moham- 
madi strongly flayed the new 


report of the United Nations’ spe¬ 
cial envoy of the human rights 
commission, ‘ Maurice 
Copifoome, as a kind of foe 
West's critical conception of Is¬ 
lamic values. 




Expansion of 
Tehran-Bangkok 
Cooperation 
Discussed 

r ii speaker and I ranian 
Ambassador to Bangkok 
Ramin Mehmanparast in a meet¬ 
ing discussed economic and po¬ 
litical cooperation between 
Tehran and Bangkok. 

Ay at, Kashani 
Cautions Muslims 
Against Enemy 
Plots 

nor Alim Ayatollah 
^ Emann-Kaahani «" e»« Vri- 
day Prayer Hamms at Tehran 
University cautioned Muslim 
states to be on alert against foe 
plots and conspiracies of foe ene- 
nne8 of islam. 


Ambassador of 
Uruguay 
Summoned to 
Foreign Ministry 
* 

Uruguay ambassador 
to Tehran was summoned 
to Foreign Ministry following foe 
Friday attack on Iranian Embassy 
in Montevideo. 

New Thai, 
Australian 
Ambassadors- 
Submit Credentials 





newly-appointed am¬ 
bassadors ofThafland and 



Australia to Tehran in separate 
meetings with President Akbar 
Hashemi Rafeanjani, submitted 
copies of their crede nti als to him. 

Price of Oil 
Products Increased 


Ice of oil products rose 
throughout foe country. 



said a report by foe Public Rela¬ 
tions Department of foe Iranian 
Oil Ministry. 

Javanan Iran at 
ie Bahman Cultural 
Center” 


4-^Ke 14fo National Film 
Festival and Second In¬ 
ternational Youth Film Festival 
kicked off with a message fron/ 
President Hashemi Rafeanjani at 
Bah man Cultural Center. 


Health Care 
Progress Looks 
Most Encouraging 






it Akbar Hashemi 
Rafsanjani called the 
achievements of foe country in 
the heal to care sector significant. 
He made the remark in a meeting 
with instructors of health care 
centers affiliated with the Health 
Ministry. 


Leader Underlines 
Housing 

Foundation Services 



Leader of foe Islamic 
^'-'Revolution, Ayattollah 
Seyed Ali Khamenei appreciated 
the services rendered by the Is¬ 
lamic Revolution Housing Foun¬ 
dation. 

President 
Rafsanjani 
Inaugurates Tabriz 
Petrochemical 
Complex 

... * .V ■»; L 
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sident Akbar Hashemi 
Rafsanjani inaugurated 
Tabriz Petrochemical Complex. 
Speaking at the inaugural cere¬ 
mony of the complex. President 
Rafsanjani said, having world's 
second largest gas reserves and 
appropriate geographical loca¬ 
tion, Iran is able to rank first in 
the world's petrochemical indus¬ 
try. 
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Some years ago I had what most 
would mH the American Dream; a 
thriving construction business, a 
comfortable home, two new cars 
and a sailboat. Moreover. I was 
happily married. 1 had it all. 

Then the stock market crashed, 
and suddenly no one-was looking 
at the houses I’d built. Mo nths of 
murderous interest payments gob¬ 
bled up my savings.- I couldn’t 
make ends meet and lay awake 
nights in a cold sweat Just when I 
thought thing s couldn't get worse, 
my wife announced that she 
wanted a divorce. 

With no idea what to do next I 
resolved literally to “sail off into 
the sunset" following the coast¬ 
line from Connecticut to Florida. 
But somewhere off New Jersey I 
turned due east, straight out to sea. 
Hours later, I climbed up on the 
stem rail arid watched the dark 
Atlantic slip beneath the hull. Haw 
easy it would be to let the water 
take me, I thought. 

Suddenly the boat plummeted 
between two swells, knocking me 
offbalance. 1 grabbed the rail, my 
feet dragging in icy brine, and just 


managed to haul myself back on 
.board. Shaken, I thought. When's 
happening to me? I don’t want to 
die. From that moment, 1 knew 1 
had to see things through. My old 
lift was gone. Somehow I’d have 
to build a new one. 

Everyone, at some point, will 
suffer a loss — the loss of loved 
ones, good health, a job. “It's 
your ‘desert experience' — a time 
of feeling barren of options, even 
hope,*' explains Patrick Del 
Zoppo, a psychologist and be¬ 
reavement specialist with the 
Archdiocese of New York. ‘The 
important thing is not to allow 
yourself to be stranded in the de¬ 
sert” 

So. can we actually do things to 
help ourselves through bad times? 
As I discovered, you can take 
charge of your own cure. Here's 
how; 


Counselors agree that a period 
of grieving is critical. “There’s no 
shame in this,” says Del Zoppo. 
‘Tears aren’t a sign that you’re 



You will need... 


lb. middle neck of lamb 
2 large onions, diced 
8 oz. carrots, sliced 
1 lb. potatoes, peeled and sliced 
salt and pepper 
Preparation time few sprigs parsley 

20 minutes 
Cooking time 
2 hours 30 minutes 
Oven setting' 

335°F; gas mark 3 
350°F; gas mark 4 

C ot lamb in neat pieces and remove the spinal conL Put layers of 
meat, onion, carrot and potato into a 3-pint ovenproof casserole, 
seasoning each layer with salt and pepper aM finishing with a 
layer of potato. 

Pour in just enough water to come half way up the casserole. Cover 
with a lid and cook in a very moderate oven for 2 hours or nmii the 
meat is nearly tender. 

Remove lid, increase the oven to moderately hot and cook for a 
further half hour or until the top layer of potato is golden brown. Place 
in a serving dish and decorate with parsley. 

Serves 4. 


If you prefer no bones in stew use 
lamb fillets cut from scrag ends of 
neck instead of middle neck. 



simply feeling sorry for yourself 
but are an expression of sadness or 
emotion that must find an outlet. ” 
And it doesn't matter if the 
grieving takes a while to surface, 
as long as it finally finds expres¬ 
sion.' Consider the case of Dotma 
Kelb of Syracuse, N.Y. One 
spring day her 16-year-old son. 
Cliff, Jr., and 15-year-old son, 
Jimmy, were sanding their boat, 
preparing it for the season. 
Sudenly Donna heard a scream. 
Rushing outside, she found her 
two sons lying on the ground near 
the boat 

Jimmy had gone into the water 
and returned dripping wet When 
he picked up die sander, he was 
electrocuted. Cliff, knocked to the 
ground by the current when he 
tried to grab the tool, recovered. 

Donna was so numbed by this 
tragedy that she didn't cry for 
weeks — not even at the funeral. 
Then back at work one day, she 
began to feel dizzy. “Finally I 
went home, locked myself in my 
room and just wailed,” she says. 
“It was as though this great weight 
was being tiffed from my shoul¬ 
ders.” 

What Kelb experienced after 
her tragic loss was what Del 
Zoppo a&ls a “first-line defense 
that shields the consciousness 
from some extremely un pleasant 
reality.” Kelb couldn't begin her 
healing process unti l nature had 
allowed her time to sort out her 
tragedy. 


„■> 'zj? v> 

Her anger, formerly crippling, 
now sparked her. It helped see her 
through a harrowing, but ulti¬ 
mately successful, bone-marrow 
transplant 
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Spy- 

Plan events. The idea that there 
are dungs to look forward to rein¬ 
forces that you are forging ahead 
into a fresh future. Schedule char 
trip you've been postponing. 
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“Anger is natural,’' says Del 
Zoppo, “but it can be released in 
a wholesome way.” Properly un¬ 
derstood, it can serve your recov¬ 
ery. 

Candace Bracken’s future 
seemed frill of promise. The 25- 
year-old airline service coordina¬ 
tor had a new baby and a new job. 
Then one day, she b egan hemor- 
rhaing uncontrollably. Acute leu¬ 
kemia was diagnosed, and 
Bracken was given two weeks to 
live. After the initial shock, she 
felt angry. “I had taken care of 
myself, lived a straight and narrow 
life,” says Bracken of Miami. 
“Things like this weren’t sup¬ 
posed to happen to people like 
me. ” 

She reeled at the thought Of her 
imminent death, and withdrew. “I 
just gave up,” she says. Then a 
doctor told her she needed to ar¬ 
range for someone to care for her 
da u gh ter. "How dare yon tell me 
to find someone else*to raise my 
child!” Bracken snapped. At that 
moment, she realized that she had 
strong reasons to fight for her life. 



Another obstacle on die road to 
health after a significant loss can 
be de nial Instead of feeing what 
has happened to them, says Dr. 
Michael Aronoff, psychiatrist ami 
a spokesperson fix the American 
Psychiatric Association, many 
people “try to fill op (hat empty 
feeling looking for an escape.” 
The man who rarely touched a 
drink win begin hi tting the bottle. 
A woman who watchedher wei ght 
will overeat Others —like me — 
try literally to “run away.” 

After working for bosses all his 
life, John Jankowski of Staten Ls- 
- land, N.Y., had always longed to 
have his own options- and stock- 
trading firm. He finally got the 
start-up money and did well. Then 
came a downturn in business, and 
before long Jankowski was in se¬ 
rious financial trouble. 

“It was like I’d run into a brick 
wall and my whole life had been 
shattered,” he says. With financial 
resources exhan^ed, and die pres¬ 
sure of a family to support, Jank¬ 
owski’s thoughts turned to escape. 

One meaning, white on run, he 
just kept going. After jogging 
westward for two hours, he stag¬ 
gered back home. “It finally 
dawned on me that I couldn’t run 
away from my troubles. The only 
thing that made sense was to fece 
up to my situation,” he says. “Ad¬ 
mitting failure was the toughest 
part —fen I had to before I could 
get on with my life.” 

“After a few weeks, I urge peo¬ 
ple recovering from loss to get 
back mto a routine,” says psychia¬ 
trist and Boston University Profes¬ 
sor Bessel A. van der Bolk. “It’s 
“flportant to force yourself to con¬ 
centrate on things other than your 
hnrt. “Consider these activities: 

Join a support group. Once 
you ve ma d e the decision to “get 
on with life, ” you'll need someone 
tofelkm-and the most effective 
rand of conversation can be with 
someone else who has undergone 
an ordeal. a 

Read. When you can focus after 

the initial shock, reading —.«~ 
aally self-help books - can Si 
inspiration as well as relaxation. 

a journal Many find 

comfort m creating an ongoing re- 

cord of their experiences. At best 

« can serve as a Jdnd of self-dier- 


a new hobby or sport. You have a 
new life ahead; any new skill will 
complement it 

Reward yourself. During 
highly stressful times, even the 
simplest daily dunes — getting 
up, showering, fixing something 
to eat—can seem daunting. Con¬ 
sider every accom plishme nt no 
matter how small, a victory to be 
rewarded. 

Exercise. Physical activity can 
be especially therapeutic. Therese 
Gump of Chicago felt confused 
and adrift after Iter 22-year-old 
son c ommitt e d suicide. A friend 
talked her into taking ajazzercize 
class. “It was just mindless 
stretching and bouncing to mu¬ 
sic,” Gump s ays, “b ut it made me 
feel better physically, and when 
you fed better physically you feel 
better mentally. ” 

“Exercise gets you out of your 
head and your troubles,” Aronoff 
explains, “and it allows you to 
experience your body with your 
two feet on die ground.” 

Get Outside Yourself 

“Many people who survive 
traumatic situations eventually 
find the need to take meaningful 
action,” says Dr. van der Kolk. 
They may start organizations, 
write books, work for awareness. 
Along the way they discover that 

a powerful way to help themselves 
lies in helping others.” 

You don’t have to suddenly be¬ 
come an organizer to reach out to 
<Xh«s. Irene Roberts, a 68-year- 
oldmedical secretary in New York 
City, underwent grueling chemo¬ 
therapy £ot ovarian and breast can- 
ccr 1 - Thro ughout the exp erience _ 
love from her family aai friends' 
as well as prayer, helped Roberts 
m a intain her humor and positive 
outlook. 


by Roberts’s optimism,, ami' 
she’d ask how they were 
they would respozxL *Td justH 
there and listen,” she says with a 
twinkle in her eye. “never letting 
on that they were helping me mm 
than I was helping them. The truth 
is that thinking of others rather 
than spending a lot of time flunk¬ 
ing about myself played a huge 
role ininy full recovery.” 

3e Patient With Yourself 

People often ask, “When win 
this terrible pain stop?” experts 
resist being pinned down to time 
frames. “Roughly, it’s a mbiumwi 
of six months before you even start 
to feel better,” says Aronoff 
“And it can be as long as a year, 
possible two. A lot depends on 
disposition, die support within 
your environment, and if you get 
help and work on it.” 

So, be easy on youradf. Recog¬ 
nize that you'll need time, and that 
your own pace of recovery may 
not fit with that of otfess. Con¬ 
gratulate yourself at each step 
through grieft I’m still here, INe 
made it this farl 
• Sailing is a slow busaess. ! 
m ade it to Florida in five weds. 

In attempting to “run away.’Td 
embarked on a trip that gave int* 
structure, a daily outdoorrec^oe 
requiring physical exerti o n, ^ 

■ plenty of time. I was still hatting, 
but by the thru* j anchored m Mi¬ 
ami, I was ready to tiy 
what, I wasn’t sine. ’ 

“Why not get back to wri^ 

— to what you were trained fin? 
said my dsn over the phone. Be 
was right And here I am oaf, 
writing to you. It feds gpdd to be 
-back. 

(Courtesy the XeadlBr'sIhgegd- 
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Spotlight: Hong Kong 

the Jrtreeteare of tion$ 


Hong Kcng s trams provide the tourist a number of visually arrest¬ 
ing images of the island. 

0 x carts and mules never fig- sedan chair has not been in use for 

urcdra foe transport history a long time now and die passenger 

of Hong Kong. The stately wheelbarrow (rickshaw) could not 


Trax i!i- 


«he ptitlion years £tone fark 
and Pattaya Crocodile Farm 


r ocated on a neariy-40 acre 
piece of land just 15 rain* 
utes’ride from Pattaya this 
park and farm, which is a new 
striking tourist attraction created 
for all nature lovers, is foe product 
of more than 20 years effort. It 
contains modi more than what its 
name suggests. It is not only a 


living musexum of cnions and 
beautiful things of all die three 
kingdoms, animal, vegetable and 
mineral, bm it also offers yon sev¬ 
eral hind s of amtRdng and exciting 
shows. Among the numerous won¬ 
ders you will see here are the fol¬ 
lowing: 


Exotic Plants 










survive die constant spurts of de¬ 
velopment that Hong Kong has 


Rickshaws, however, can still 
be sighted at die fiary-tenninal 
looking for tourists who are will¬ 
ing to pay just to be photographed 
alongside. 

Bnt the streetcars, or trams as 
they are more popularly known, 
have outlived (hem all. In a world 
where trams are considered out¬ 
dated and slow, people in Hong 
Kong still rely on this clu*ap and 
efficient mode of transport. In 
fact, their environment friendly 
feature—since they are zero- 
emission vehicles that ran on 
electricity—is a major drawcard 
encouraging several cities in die 
West to put tzams back on their 
streets. 

Hong Kong trams m^rfe their 
debut 90 years ago in July, 1904, 
just seven months after the first 
powered aircraft took off. In the 
" early days, the trams carried first 
and third class passengers in 
enclosed and “toast rack'’ single¬ 
decker cars. But with increasing 
passenger traffic, fully enclosed 
double-decker cars were intro¬ 
duced in 1912 to serve both 
classes. 

Today, there are a total of 163 
trams in the now single-class 
fleet, which includes two “an¬ 
tique” trams that have still re¬ 
tained an open deck and featuring 
some tnm-of-fbe-centnry fittings. 
These two vintage trams are usu¬ 
ally used by mobile revellers for 


throwing parties on board, while 
enjoying a tour of die island 

During peak hours on normal 
working days, 15S of these trams 
ply die tracks carrying nearly 
350,000 passengers every day. 

Although several competing 
modes of transport have prolifer¬ 
ated in recent years, foe trams 
continue to attract a large number 
of faithful commuters, especially 
die elderly and short-triul com¬ 
muters. 

Years ago, the tramline ran 
along the waterfront, but follow¬ 
ing extensive reclamation, the 
tram tracks have been pushed 
several hundred meters away 
from the sea. 

A proximity to die sea they 
may lack, but a ride on the tram 
is still the best way to explore 
Hong Kong. Running all the way 
from Shau Kei Wan in the east to 
Kennedy Town in the west, the 
tr ams traverse a 15.5-kQomeier 
track on the northern side of 
Hong Kong, provinding from 
their drop windows a number of 
visually arresting images of the 
island as they pass through a 
keleidoscope of urban settings. 

Glittering skyscrapers, outdoor 
markets with wares spilling onto 
the street, rows of dried seafood 
shops and a waterfront dotted 
with barges are just some of the 
vignettes you can catch while on 
a tram ride in Hong Kong. 
(Courtesy of Emirates inflight maga¬ 
zine, Nov. 1994) 
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A mystical material of vari¬ 
ous colors obtained from rocks 
in caves after performing magi¬ 
cal rites. The Thais have tradi¬ 
tionally believed it to posess sa¬ 
cred nna giral powers making 
the wearer invulnerable. (Pic¬ 
ture shows one such stone-like 
piece before being taken out of 
the cave.) 
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Thousands of crocodiles, 
both saltwater and freshwater, 
living In shady natural sur¬ 
roundings. 
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A shoal of snakehead fish of 
the Amazon. 


Thepha fish, a most graceful 
but endangered species of Thai¬ 
land. 


The intelligent albino bear 
and other albino animals— 
horses, cows, crocodiles. 


Eastern Sarus Cranes, 
emus, cassowaries and over 20 
ostriches, the largest group in 
Thailand. 
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4 ward-wnnlBg bonsai trees 
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1986—United States con duc ts 
nuclear test in Nevada desert 
despite growing protests among 
peace groups and strong Soviet 
campaign for nuclear test ban. 

1987 — 151-nation 

International Monetary Fund 
wraps up spring meeting without 
producing any new initiatives. 

1989 — British and Australian 
forces arrive in northern Namibia 
to monitor planned withdrawal of 
black nationalist guerrillas. 

1992 —Two people are killed 
, and 47 wounded in a carbomb 

explosion in London's finanrnal 
district. 

1993 — Chris ffani, one of 
South Africa's top black leaden, 
is shot and IdUed. 


By: D. H. Barber 

#<C\he latest book of my poems 
Vw'bas not been selling very 
well — in fact 122 of my personal 
friends and relations tell me 
they’ve bought it, but the publish¬ 
ers say only 84 copies have been 
sold. So the general public seem to 
have received it rather coldly. 

“The trouble is,’’ said Edith, 
“that nobody has ever heard of 
you; and those who have heard of 
you don’t want to again. What you 
need is a little advertisement. Let 
people know that you exist and that 
you write poetry, and they will all 
rush along to die libraries and ask 
for your latest book.” 

“But I can’t just put an adver¬ 
tisement in the newspaper saying 
I’m a poet.” 

Edith though for a moment and 
then said that she had a bright idea. 

“Why not put an advertisement 
in The Tunes/' she said, “saying 
that you recommend as butler in a 
small family a man who has been 
in your employment for 20 
years?’’ 

“But 1 haven’t' had anybody in 
my employment for twenty 
years,” I said. “And I've never 
kept a butler of any sort, as you 
know very well. And how could I 
sell more copies of my poems by 
pretending that I wanted to find 
work for a non-existent butler who 
hasn 't been in my employment for 
20 years?” 

“You’re not very bright tins 
morning,” said Edith. “Don’t you 
know that the most successful sort 
of advertisement is the sort that 
doesn’t look like and advertise¬ 
ment? You ought to do something 
like this.” 

She got a piece of paper and a 
pen and wrote the following: 

Mr. L. Conkleshill, the poet 
{.author of Raspberry Bushes and 
Other Poems') strongly recom¬ 
mends as butler in a small family 
his present head man. who has 
been with him for 20 years.” 

“The idea is not bad,” I said/ 
“but I refuse to do anything so 
dishonest. And if the plan didn’t 
work, it would mean money 
thrown away. I won’t do it myself, 


and moreover I absolutely forbid 
you to do it...” 

As a matter of fact I secretly 
rather liked the idea; and 1 thought 
that when I absolutely forbade 
Edith to do it, she would pay the 
money herself and send in foe ad¬ 
vertisement. I could then speak to 
her severely about disobeying my 
orders, save my money and sell 
mare books. 

For some days, however, she 
did nothing, although I was careful 
to keep reminding her that I had 
absolutely forbidden her to send in 
foe advertisement. 

“I expect to be obeyed in such 
matters,” I said several times a 
day. Nearly always this sort of 
treatment produces foe desired ef¬ 
fect, but you can never depend on 
a woman. Although I looked in 
The Times every morning, the ad¬ 
vertisement didn’t appear. Edith 
went away to stay with a sick aunt, 
and I forgot all about the matter. 

Then came foe event of The 
Man With foe Dog. 


He was a big man and foe dog 
was a big dog, and they both stood 
outside the front door and maA» 
noises at me. 

“I’ll take foe money now,” 
said foe man in a bad-tempered 
voice. 

“What money is this?” I said 
politely. * ‘Something due for milk 
supplied?” 

“Nonsense,” said foe man. 
“Two pounds I want for foe dog. ” 

“I don’t want a dog,” I said 
uncertainly. Ours was a lonely sort 
of road, and foe man was abig sort 
of man, and it would perhaps be 
wiser to buy the dog. 

“Don’t want foe dog!” said foe 
man in an unpleasant voice. “You 
calmly let me come here all the 
way from Hampstead with this 
cursed dog, and then tell me that 
you don’t want him...” 

At- last I bought che dog for 
thirty shillings. I was weak, per¬ 
haps, but Edith had been saying 
for a long time foal we ought to 
have a dog. In any case, I was in 


foe middle of writing a poem, and 
if foe man had knocked me down 
I shouldn’t have been able to catch 
the five- o’clock post. 

I gave the dog some meat and 
locked him in the Iritehan, and 
went back to my poem. Then the 
bell rang again, and I found two 
men on the step, both with large 
dogs. 

This time I didn’t argue. I just 
shut foe door and went and looked 
at myself in the glass. I was wor¬ 
ried. Were foe dogs real? I went 
up to my bedroom and looked 
down the long road that leads to 
the station. I could see six men 
wifo six dogs. 

Then foe solution of foe prob¬ 
lem came to me, and I looked at 
the Lost and Found advertisements 
in The Times. 

Mr. L. Conkleshill offers 2 
pounds reward for foe return of his 
faithful, dog Ogo, who first awak¬ 
ened foe ideas in Faithful Eyes in 
his new book of poems.” 

Edith said afterwards that I 
hadn't told her foe mustn’t put in 
an advertisement about a dog. 


1973 — Martin Bonmum, N*a 
officiri pursued throug h out w ccM, 
is officially declared dead and 
taken off West Ge r ma ny ' s 4 ‘mod 
wanted” list. 

2987 — China's National 
People’s Congress ends 
session after endorsing Premier 
Stay Ziyang's centrist policies 
and removing nation’s top security 
official. 

1990 — Angolan, g ov amuam t 
agrees to begin peace taficrwsSi 
UNEEA in Portugal. 

- 1991 — UN Security Conned 
mo n ac a l a fnnm i md to the 
Persian GnlfWar, accepting Iraqis 
pledge that it will pay for war 
damages .and scrap its weapon* of 
mass destruction. 

1993 —Two whites in South 
Africa are burned to death fay a 
black crowd despite appeals for 
calm, a day after top black tender 
Kris Ham was assassinated 



BLACK AND WHITE SPOTS 


Choose the correct word in the follovuing conversation. 

SAADIA: There’s a lot of beautiful 1...Scenery _in Japan. 

KAMAL: That’s right But a lot of people think it’s full of 2....towns. 

SAADIA: I’d love to visitjapan. Fm always impressed by the quality ofjapanese 3_ 

KAMAL: Yes, they’re very good. Fm afraid our companies spend too much money on 
4.and not enough on research. 

SAADIA: The other day I picked up a magazine to 5 ... the time while was waiting 

to sec the dentist It said that 6.... the Japanese had started producing good-q uali ty 

7. Then I looked i n side my new suit and saw there was a 8... with 

Japanese writing on it So that was made in Japan tool 
KAMAL The Japanese always seem very 9.people. 

SAADIA: Sometimes, but not always. When my father visited Japan a few years ago, there was 
a huge 10 .outside Narita Airport. The farmers were very angry about some thing . 

1 landscape / scenery 6 ultimately / lately 

2 industrious / industrial 7 clothing / clothings 

3 products / manufactures 8 mark / label 

4 advertising / propaganda 9 glad / happy 

5 pass /spend 10 demonstration / manifestation 


I jugonal Imes Ot spotted 

ribbon and self-adhesive labels 
give this card a ‘dotty’ ait Cut a 
piece of black card 25 by 16cm (10 
by 6% in). Score and fold 12.5cm 
(Sin). On inside top left-hand comer 
measure 4cm (IVfein) along top of 
card and down side edge, marl? with 
dots and score. Fold corner back to 
outside of card. 


Rule a diagonal line across front of 
card from cop left to bottom right. 
Measure and cut ribbons Co fit either 
side of this line. Cut them sfighdy 
longer, to be trimmed later. Cut a 
triangle of ribbon to fit behind 
turned-down comer. Spray Wh of 
ribbon with gfac in spray booth. 
Place in position, smooth down and 
trim edges. 
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On front bottom lefr-haxid comer of 
aid, stick on self-adhesive dots and 
also on folded-over; top right-hand 
Comer. 
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